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Edmond Uhry, one of five children in 

was 


a strict Orthodox family. 

born April 23, 1874, in Ingweiler (Alsace), tne son of a 
merchant in spiceB and notions (epicerie-mercerie). 
brief family history, he describes the store and 
and the work connected with it. (_ 
to a description of life in Ingweiler 
—business, social, cultural, 
detailed description of all 
Uhry attended the 


After a 


its merchandize, 

The next few chapters arc aevoted 

in the 1 ' 70 's and 1880 's 
and religious—culminating in a 
Jewish holidays and festivities. 

town school in Ingweiler until his 12 th year, 
then went to the Gymnasium in Bouxweiler. A few 
graduation, 


months after 

in January 1891, he emigrated to the United States, 
where two of his elder brothers had t receued him. 
this decision was a combination 
lities. 


The reason for 
of very limited economic possibi- 
the threat of three years of military service, and fear of 


another war. 


Uhry’s first job in New York was as an errand boy in a firm that 
imported and manufactured ladies* neckwear, aprons, babies* 

and bibs. In January 1896 he changed jobs, joining a smaller firm 
in which one of his brothers was a junior partner, and he soon began 
to travel for the firm. He became a U.3. citizen in 189 ^; that 
summer he made the first of many trips to Europe to visit his family. 

next 


caps 


Soon after his arrival in New York, he met a little M girl 
door,” Lillian Hessberg, whom ht married 11 year^ later (in 1902). 
They had two children, a daughter and a son. That 
became a partner in a millinary firm. , 

in-law he also managed the family-owned real estate business. 

Always interested in charitable work and social service, Uhr" became 
an ardent and very active member of the executive Council of the 
Free Synagogue of Dr. Stephen S. 


same year he 
after the death of his father- 


Wise. 


iemoirs donated by Ui»ry*s daughter, 


til's. Lo is -• l»ew..,an , 
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■CHAPTER XV: CROSSING THE "BIG POCT" 




m 


tf< I SJ* u 



La Bourgogne wa3 tho sturdy chip 
That; brought him over here; 
Ill-fated boat, on lator trip, 
Sho failed to nako her pier. 


Saturday no mi 


* S 


and I imagined they v/oro frownir 


ipllance 


n' 


xncro I r 






o 


Jewish. Law had no*. ' o* 


walked beyond the presort bod distance on the Sab'.-. , 

an all-night ride, about to heap noro ain or. :••;* —. y 

by eating the treive food. (Tho dietary kite:.*, r. - 'h 
Atlantio steamers was a lator inatal 1 atJon. * 


ru*. o .0 


e a 


Aftor plcoing ny hand baggage in the on’ : 


the lining salon. A friendly steward v:ho intr 




ar a natlvo of 


m: 


readily r 


oh; toss that night have prevented ne fro., t-;:' - 


te*o of the hospitality of tie french Lino. Hr pi-. d 
bei "o me, explaining t <at I c Id order one or 
r and one items on it. Ho proposed star'':' . * • 


o 


9 


a whole orange all for myoolf. In I- 


wc 


r * ;c3 only at Christmas who.■. v; it r . ~ • iv ", -- 


/* 

X 


c-ur 


?c 


orange wan usually sorvod to four or fiv>, th 

a fair division of tho pools cur.org iho child n. h 
way of caking imitation false teeth out of then. 
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ARRIVAL IE HEW TORI CITT 
jTf FIRST WEEK IH AMERICA 


CHAPTER XVIt 


My brothers ana Mr. San Geismar received ms at the 

I had not 


at the foot of Norton Street. 


French Line pier* 

B con my brothers in eight and six years respectively. 

dressed in my best, wearing a licht grey collegia/" * 


" 


was 


attention them ny brothers appreciated. 


that attracted more 


investment in it exceeded the total coot of all t '0 

I was horrified when my brothers 

of male millinery and with ons stroke of 


The 


headwear I ever possessed. 


took this piece 


transformed it into a type of Alpino. 

The matter of Customs Inspection would have been 

it not been for the above-mentioned air- 

A fortune in 


the hand* 


simple one had 




tight soldered tin box of green mustard. 

oould have been smuggled in this container. 


To 


valuables 


now and 


increase the Inspector’s Justified suspicions, ovary 

bottle of Kirschbrandy or 


then, from sleeves and trousers, 
other oxtra-enforood scaled paokases would be brought to 




Only quick thinking and the proposition of my 

catiefioil the 


daylight 

brother that it all should be thrown overboard, 


e article e. 


authorities about the actual triviality of thes 

ohiefiy the twiquo gifts through which ny tc.no- 


Thcse were 

folk tried to bring delight to their American relatives. 


of 


It was a orlop January morning and a thin cove:: 
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I had my first ride 

ighth Street. 


the streets of How Tori:. 


snow lay on 


The 


on a horso-oar, thon running across 

slippery and it was evidently hard for the 






tracks wore 

drivor to bring the oar to a full stop, 
off; I followed, faoing the wrong way, 
flow York kissed me in welcono, but in the wrong plao:. 


My brothers hopped 


and the sidewalks of 


T/e hear of many refugees 
In gratitude profound, 

\.hcn landing, fall upon their kneos 

To kiss this holy ground. 

Confucod by big-town rash and Jan, 
Our Yokel from the sticks, 

Alighting backwards from a tram, 
Porformod som3 cunning triOj.cc* 

In approbation not remiss 
To now-found habitat, 

He did not stoop the ground to kiss. 
It kissed him where ho sat. 

At First Avenue and Eighth Street wo 

Second Avenue Elevated railroad, 
railway running above Few York houses, 

to write homo about. 

I was 


I 






mounted the stairs to 
I had heard about the 
and here was something 


the 


welcomed at 424 East 57th Street cj i.rs. 


became mine for the follov/ing nine years. 

lcconsin) 


Coiemar, whose home 




TIT 


dinner (gestopfte Cans from ?:auks.oheu, 

after my experiences of the preceding days. 


n 


A fine eooso 
uas carved# and 






t. However, 


I could have done full Justice to such a rop 

from all silos made this lmponnlblo. 

mlulntorpratod as 

I had tho lucky inspiration of 






cji cvarl 113 questions 
Then the picture of ay full plate was 

sign of laok of appetito. 




































I 


I 


t 
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relating the story of tho traveling Schnorrcr who was the 
carrier of the news from place to plaoo. Ho was invited to 
a meal with a large fcmily and inquiries about friends and 
relatives living in his territory cano in rapid succession. 
"Have you been in Buokelsdorf lately?" "Yes." "How i 3 
soandso?" "Dead." These two monosyllables wore his only 
answers to the inquiries. Vihen hi3 suspicious host nado 


uniformity 


replied. 


"V.hen I eat, everybody is dead!" The point of ny story was 
readily understood and from there on I roliehod tho delica¬ 
cies set bofore me, while my hostess beamed with tho joy of 
satisfaction that comes with an appreciative guest. Goose 
is forblddon food for me now but, liko tho old maid, I still 


like to talk about it. 


In the afternoon, I was taken to the Erstoin f 
and Max Erstoin, nativoo of Ingwiller, wero cno 


ilics 


tho first from our town to settle in How York. Others, tho 


Kahns, had procedod them to America, but 


Cincinnati! 
Louisiana i 


Uhrys, Ourys 


f ro quon 


summers at Ingwiller and wore a sort 


for thoso who followed them hero. 

I made speoial mention of tho hat 
landed. As an extra preoautlon against a 


re 


trayrirines* by o 


* * 


l* ft - h ft ft (r r ft / ft \ r ft \ j q # / 
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brothers resurrooted a brown dorby to Amorioaniso ny 
appoaranoe. An incident of the next day will oxplain ny 
mention of so trivial a mattor. I oauaod a sensation in tho 


Max 


Mrs. Stoin, his wife’s mother. 


spoko 


tly German. She aokod 


anev/erod 


in correct 


id fluent teutonic at, 
hands shouting, "Max 


She spontaneously 


an 


Alsatian who can apeak Gorcant" 

Every hour of that fir 
to tho Yokel transplanted from 


t weok rovealed new woador 3 


the world's third metropolis. My brothers mapped ny daily 

programs, and I will reoord them inning by inning as boot 
as I can remember. 


Monday: 


exploration 


Sutton 


and 57th Street district, European correspondence. 

I roso early and felt that I should lay Teffil 
(philaotories) after a lengthy omission during ny trip. 
Coismar3 livod in a railroad flat, connected bv 




same 


Their 


neighbors and friends living there had a little daughter of 
eight, who had hoard of the arrival of a greenhorn next door. 
Tho little girl pleaded with her folks for permission to get 

a glimpse of this froak, but was told that on tho first day 
a call would bo an intrusion. Early that Monday morning, 
boforo going to school, Mrs. Goisuar led hor ovor the firo- 
osoapo to get a peep. I oat in the dining-room, saying 
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prayers, bedecked on head, am and hand with the philactor- 

She shyly looked ue over and noted especially the 






ios. 










black cube containing holy writ, that atood out in tho center 

of my forehead. 






She ran hone tolling her mothor that it was 

not a groen horn but it had a black horn between 










tho eyea 

and straps were hanging down fron tho back of the he" 










A llttlo girl of barely eight, 

For wrecks had hoard it said 

The family next door await 
A Greenhorn boy, named Ed. 

In circus, picture books or 
She novor yet had scon 
Nor read instorioo false or true. 

That 'ooya grc.7 horns of green. 

Upon this monstrous freak to 
Without a day’s dolay, 

Thi3 lassie crossed the fire-escape. 
This wonder to assay. 

The siren-bla3t of factories 

Woke ue at break of dry. 

I put on uy philnctorica 
And bowed ray head 

One look, and she was al 1 
Picked up her hat and wrars7 
Ran hone to tell in double 

"This boy is hung v/lth ctraps. 

And whore the hair and forehead neot 
I'm sure and could have sworn 
It’s gospel truth and not docoit, 

I saw a Jot black horn." 

In explanation she was told 
Tho little horns she 

Within then, scrolls of parchment hold 

With writ from holy law. 

The Heesberg8 wore tho family next door. 


* 






zoo, 






gapo 


to prey. 








9 


aghast. 








fast. 
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Their 

little girl, Lillian, eleven years after, was furthor involved 
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boooming my wife and holp-mato* 

An American haircut by the German barber on the 

Ho had a ono-chair 




blook was the next item on tho agenda. 

A young fashion-plate prosontod hiasolf for b o aui ..fy- 






shop. 

ing, as I was ready to leave tho shop, 
cation when, on completion of his treatment, ho discovered 






Picturo his nortifi- 






the exchange of his stylish black Dunlap for an outmoded 

brown dorby. 












robber** v/as a recent 


The barber only knew that the 

Tho great difference in stylo, color 




arrival from abroad. 






and quality between the two bowlers eliminated all probability 

Heartbroken, tho victim called at tho homo of 

The aunt had 






of a mistake. 

his aunt to be oomforted in his groat I 033 . 
the solution at onoe, crossed tho firo-esoapo and rescued the 






iii vCr 


precious M Dookel" from the villain’s befuddled head, 
all, it takes more than one abort day to becoma acquainted 
with a new hat and I offered gonoral bewilderment as tho cm- 










Thus, step by stop, I became 


ouse that was readily accepted, 
enmeshed in tho life of the Hessborg family, going from the 
Teffilin and derby on the head, down to tho heart, culminating 








in the permanent and happy merger by narriago. 

Uy brothers, realising the necessity for my associa¬ 
tion with boys of my own ago, took no that lionday evening to 








meet Ludwig Gunzendorfer, the younger brother of their friend 

Ludwig had oomo hero from the Adelsdorf in Bavaria 




Adolph. 






’ 








I 






• m 


' 


* 


* 






I 


- 182 - 


Customer* 


ouch? 


■V didn’t you bring ttat 


Hdjlyz "Ono dolUr. - Cuatonor 


0v« a bottlo or ulna BO rved by .... „„ „ 

appreciation or tho pronpt a.rvlco. h , trl#4 t " M0 '~ ‘ 

7 ^ *»«— « -ptln s the "honesty » £"T 
policy" praotioe tm. h ® *°° 

* ^^ce, telling ue th«t h* 
satin* a.. x ■ k0riJ or sappii er 0; 


used to add tho year of the Lord 


can 


"And 


l»lth it all, this man annual! 
real estate and became very wealthy 

rM0 lnt roduction to American 


confusion 


following 


wo tad 


Aa on V Palatinalian friend fnn 

j-riena for a sooiabl* + 
would frequently 83(1 

y 6ivo m3 ®»Plos of materials h* 

having neither time nor win to i , " M1 ‘ 

, k ° 0i r ° r hinnolr, 

Wt9 a *««•* whon h. had tho oontr-ct to , 

*— tho English opera that ^ **“ 

Pheator at ^Z.Z’ZVl 

77 40U “° “ K ° Si ' “ 414 tale J of 

fiaanolal dorapour to oai o a bunper oro „ 

ont J7T th ° y °“ 3 1 0ft “ WOaa#rel ^hotho 

and application or errioioncy and . 


I had 


i'or one 


small 


took 


In the evening. 



e 


and 


Hichard Frank and 


Ludwig, 
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They lived with an unole and an aunt, tho Rocenbuschs at 
310 East 58th Street. 


Richard had oomo hero from Saalfcld 


about a year and a half boforo mo; Simon from Bad-Zis3ingon 
at about the same timo. 


Both of them epeko English fluently 

In spito of the faot that Gorman had remained tho houoohold 
language of the Rosenbuschs. 


Clinging to old-world customs and laagucg 
to be the rule of that period, a natter that voxod no 

One of the first questions asked 
be, "’Johor?" My hostos3 inquired about 


03 soemod 


more 


or less. 


a newcomer would 


my origin and on 


finding it to be in tho "approved zone" went on remarking, 

"Sann hawe Sie die Bolaoio gewics oaoh gern?" note the soft 

"B" in tho mispronounced 


This incroaood tho degree of 

malice that aocompaniod tho uttering of tho word. 


noun. 


I raa 


shocked and mystified by this bigotod attitude 
of Jews to another. 

udlco la my home town. 


of ono class 

I admit I had coon a bit of thi 3 urol- 

There wo only knew tho "Ostjudo" 
that oamo as the wandering professional Schnorror, 


unkempt and unscrupulous. 


Provincial false prido placod all fron beyond their 
immediato border-line in an inferior elaoa. 


But hero woro 


people possosoing at lea3t as much or more culture and 
charaoter than did the 


average South-Gonaon Dorfjndo, self- 


appointed aristocrat. 

gesticulations, their foods, names, boards, or Soheidolo, 
not realizing how little difforonco thoro 


Thoy did not like their language, their 


was between their 
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own German-Yiddlsh-Ghetto Jargon and the 
Poland or Oalioia. 




ono brought from 
nonce at tho mere sound 








Thoy hold their 
of tho word "geflllte-flsh," 




a dolicaoy that has outlived 

Thoy forgot tho faot 
disguised versions of 
, names of their own beardoS 
and the Roslyns and Muriels, tho ro-haahed 

and Kalkoa, whose photographs as brides in Soheidel-coiffure 

rere safely kopt out of sight, notwithstanding all that has 
happened to the Jews of tho world throughout 
to this day, this oontemptiblo 


their own cuso-snuro or soharfe-fish. 




that Morton and Stanley wero the 
Moiseho or Sohlomo 






ancestors* 
nonco Tor Rifles 




tho yearc and 




malice persists. 

On Wodnesday, my brother Enilo took 




mo downtown to 
ut S.CeCchn 


introduce me to his employers 
and Co 


and co-workers, 


93 Prince Street, manufacturers of babies 
of the things that struck 


•» 


cap3. 

was that most of tho people I 
net spoke mired English, and disregarded all 


Ono 


ms 


grammar. 

on that day wa 3 the 


The most lasting iaprosclon 




noontime meal at Felix's French-kosher 
no tipping allowed, 
ten others. 


Restaurant, at 50 cents, 


There wo sat at 


a table with eight or 


Conversation was mostly in Gorman. 


Sew European 

Communications with 


arrivals here were comparatively few. 
Europe was limited and I 




questioned from all sidos 






many subjeots. 


ilmong those I met there 


wero tho foundors of 
This was quite 


come 

cn opportu- 

slxteen, and was tho formation 


* 


now nationally-known bus in© ssos. 

nity for a small-town boy of 






* 
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of the nuoleus of a divorce circle of acquaintances, non 

with varying viewpoints that I only understood or could ex¬ 
plain in later years. 

I waa glad to return 1 to my now homo that evening* 
full of good food, now impressions, and much bewildered. 

Thursday was spent with Europoan corrocpondonoo. 

Some of tho replies to those lottcrs are still among my koop- 
8 alee a. They readily reflect the vivid new impressions that 
wore conveyed in my lettors. Jin interesting echo to a hit 
of bragging in a lottor to ono of my tcaohor 3 about a raise 

in my weekly salary from three dollars to four, ome in his 

* 

comment, - that while all that I reported about my progress 
was as he expected, little did he dream that my financial 
success in such a short time were possible. 

Tho autograph album and Stammbuch, collections cf 

# 

inscriptions of good wishes, were all the rage. Tho little 
girl from next door again crossed the firo-oscape, shyly 
requesting my contribution. I "broke out" in English vorcc, 

my first attempt in the art that I have so often abused since 

and wrote: 

"May your life happy bo," 

Is my doar wish for thcoJ 

The original manuscript is still preserved, little did I 

dream then that X was destined in years to como to play a 

* 

major rolo in the realization of this wish. 

Friday: I ran errands and explorod tho neighborhood; 

V/ 


9 


/ 


- les - 

the Folsenkeller at 57th Streot and the Ea3t River; Jones’ 

t 

Wood3 at 65th Street, Bloomingdale’s, Max Schwarz’ Prinadora 
cigar store, 50th Streot, then known as "Kugelrow," a name 
begotten from a substantiated rumor that most of its in habit¬ 
ants wore fond of the Jewish pudding called "Schabboc-Eugol." 
"Kugelron" was an early fororunnor of the "Boroht-cirouit." 

i 

In the evening my pals took mo to Temple Bethel at 
76th Street and Fifth Avenue. This was my initiation into 

Reform Juadalcm. I felt awkward removing my hat lnoids of a 
synagogue but soon recovered from the first shock ao I became 
absorbed in the proceedings in this brilliantly lighted, 
comfortably heated Auditorium. I was lifted to celestial 
realms by the singing of the fine choir, and tho rendition of 
woll-chosen organ nuslo. 

*. ", * • ; % 

Rabbi Rudolph Grossman, then the young associato of 
Bootor Kaufman Koehler, spoke on the "Merchant of Venice." 

9 

How easy and cosy all this was compared with tho candle-lit, 
stone floored and unheated Shul in IngwillorJ This should 

• : ♦ b • 4 . r km* 

have beon something to write home about, but on cecond thought, 
I deemed it advisable to refrain from so doing for reasons 
evident to any Orthodox oo-religionist. 

On Saturday morning, I said prayers at home, in 

the afternoon I beoame further enmeshed with the Hosabers 

# 

family as the guest of thirteen-year-old Milton and his eight- 
year-old sister, Lillian. They were instruotod by thoir 




mother to show me Central Pari and its menagerie# and ro- 

oeived money to treat themselves and thoir guest, as woll 
as the monkeys, with peanuts and lozonges. 

Sixtieth Street and Fifth Avenue was tho mart for 

suoh purchases, and old Hew Toilers, I am ouro, still recall 

the sound of sizzling steam osoaping from tho peanut roast¬ 
ers there. 

In the woods at Ingwiller, I had soon rabbits, and 
on rare oooaslons, a door, lly acquaintance with wild animal 
life was limited to organ grindors* monkey on a chain or 
a danolng bear stepping to tho tempo boaton on a tambourino. 
What I saw that afternoon exceeded all bounds of ohildieh 
imagination gained from picture-books and bodtime stories. 

I am sure my indifference to the study of zoology would have 

disappeared had I ever boon shown a lion or an elephant in 
tho flesh. 

Saturday night was not alone the tlmo for tho weekly 
bath, a luxury in whloh only a minority indulged, but it was 
al30 the time for limited amusement# a show now and then or 
attendance at a ball preceded by an amateur performance. 

On this Saturday night tho family took me to see 
"Babes in Woodland," at Hiblo’s Gardens. Hiblo’s Gardens 
was one of How York’s largest thoators, looated at Broadway 
near Prinoe Street. I was dizzy with delight and with wondor 
at what would be next in tho succession of this first week’s 




- 183 - 

t 

revelations. 

Sunday# after a work-week averaging at least sixty 

• » | 

hours# was indeed a day of rest. By virtue of the long hours 
of labor, it wa3 for most poople tho only day for amusement 
and soolal intercourse. Ho radios# no movies, no taxis, no 

. ‘ • t t 

tolephones, slow transportation# and ovon he who did not live 

in that era oan readily visualize the necessary sinplioiiy 

• • 

of the forms of recreation. Poople, however# wore none the 
worse off and got the sane thrill from tho simple, inexponsivo 
things as we do from those offered today, for whloh wo stqnd 

on line and spend much money. 

Ky Joyful anticipation of thatSunday was an invita¬ 
tion to the Bar-Mltzvah dinner of Hoe Erstoin. Among the 

35 or 40 guests, there wore quite a few Alsatians, who acked 

many questions about the homo land and were greatly amusod 

with parodies of somo German conga in our speoial Alnatian- 

Yiddish Jargon that I was called on to render. 

The dissipation of that evening did not loosen tho 

zeal with which I started in my first Job the next morning. 

I found a Job at three por wook; 

Swept office, otair3 and aisles. 

With calculus and French and Groek 
I dusted shelves and files. 

Ran errands, fetohed tho lunch and beer 
— A lowly task is such — 

Controlled my temper, kept good cheor 
Y/hen I was called, "Hey Dutch’." 



- ISO - 

# 

• . •« 

• F 

i. \ ♦ r i -•/\ * * •'1^;.% •• r - % 1 • #v *• • • 
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CHAPTER XVII x MY FIRST JOB * - 

► # « # ^ 1 • 

On Monday morning, beforo sunrise, I reported for 
work at Simeon, Greenobaun and Rosenthal, importers sad 
manufacturers of ruohings, ladies’ nookwear, aprons, babies’ 
caps and bibs, locatod at 42 Greece Street. 

I was assigned to sweep certain aiclca, to duct 
shelves and boxes; to run (not walk) errands, and to do other 
sundry chores within the soopo of my position. 

My first errand was to an Express Company on Canal 

m 9 • 

Street where I made tho purpose of my mission known in my 
best Oxford English. The Express Company employee, in answer, 
growled something that sounded Greek to mo and I replied: 

"I can not comprehend you, sir." In a fevt seconds I was 
surrounded by the staff of employees who spoke a language 
that mode me wonder if this is America, though tho signs on 
the doors and windows read "U.S. Express Company. n 

I had brought my lunch from homo, ly brother told 
me to inquire about the time and place allotted mo for this 

f X 

function, and to go to Canal Street to top off tho repast 
with a cup of hot ooffee. I conaoientioualy complied, walked 
to Canal Street and entered the first restaurant that I come 
to. It was Whyte's, catering to the best clientele - the 
commission and silk merchants of the neighborhood. I stood 




I 
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tip at the cashier's desk and asked for a oup of blaek ooffee. 
It had to be blaok, for compliance with dietary laws, my 

lunch having been moat. I had heard visiting Aaerloans toll 
tho folks at homo that flow York life was heotio and that 

most people ate hurriodly, standing up. It took a lot of 

I % + » Jji 

persuasion from the head-waiter to oonvlnco me that I mu 3 t 

€T % 

sit down. From a large mem placed bofore me, I ordered 

t 

* 

the blaok ooffee. Word went around the restaurant about 

this, and in a few moments a procession of service wound its 

#* 

wey to my table. The head-waiter unfurled a pure white nap¬ 
kin, plaeing it gently in my lap. flext came a bus-boy with 
a carafe of water, a glass, spoons and sugar. Third in line 
was the waiter, holding up high a trey with the cup of coffco 
end behind him a second bus-boy with a finger-bowl. The 
place was in an uproar, and I was suspicious that all this 
was not in line with American custom. TThen I spoke of it 

9 

at home that evening, my brother admitted that ho forgot to 
toll me that IJaethlng's (Coffee and Sinkers Emporium was the 
place he had In mind. I swore I would never enter a 
restaurant again. 

TEe tantalizing flavor of my landlady’s cooking 
penetrated the shipping room air and roaohed the nostrils of 
some of our hungry salocmen. They would, in a casual way, 
come along and pick up a little snack from my lunch and some¬ 
times put down a dime, which I would not accept. Soon there 
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wan quite some rivalry among them In the business of sharing 
my lunch, and one extravagant "Freeser" sonstIcon bought tho 

I would then go to Kaothing*o and have 








hag for a quarter, 
five sugar-coated cup cakes with c off os for ten cents, with 


a not profit of fiftoen cento, tax exonpt. 

I was the fourth of the errand hoys and tho only 

During tho of to moon of ny first day. 


foroignor among thorn, 
one of them, to impross me with hie authority, pointed to a 


ladder and a box of roga and poli 3 heo and addressed me say- 

I donnod ny velvoted 


ing, "Hey, Dutch, you tako downstairs, 
collar nmi cuff ovorooat and the derby hat end followod him 


tl 




There wore nan-3isod brass 


to tho entrance of tho building. 

signa to be cleaned by mo. 

While there was very little traffic on thi3 bittor cold 




All droesod np for the occasion. 










January day, a few paesoraby stopped to inquire about the 
nature of tho bet that I had lost. 




I did not understand their 




questions but I instinotlvely sensed the situation, 
the day was over I had an opportunity to ascertain who v.oro 

The signs were kopt in order 


Pcfcre 




my superiors and v/ho my equals, 
by an outalde eervioe, and tho stupid would-be dictator rc- 




coived a warming from the chief. 

Hot many weeks after It was my good fortune to dis¬ 
cover a schome of potty thievery subtly conceived by him in 
gl manner that might have mud© me an lnnooent accomplice, 
had daily deliveries to tho department storeo, then located 


We 
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from Broadway and Eighth Street through 14th Street, up 
Sixth Avenue to 23rd Street. There was no big business 


above that. 


ISy contemporaries will reoall John Danioll St Sons* 

Sons at Broadway and Eighth Street, Hilton, Hughea fit Denning, 

* 

successors to A.T. Stewart & Co 


Kew York’s oldest and 


• # 


largest department store, what is now the Wanamakor store. 

A.T. Stewart’s Department Store in tho 1050's was 
looatod on Broadway near Chen bers Street. The founder of 
this store darod to hire woman clerks, which was contrary to 
tho convention of tho time. For this he was denounced, especial¬ 
ly by the olergy who predicted that such a store would become 
a brothel. 


Highty man, you wore mistakent 
Woman found her due end place; 

Homo and hearth aro not forsaken ‘ 

Since she walks your way and pace. 

Thore were licCreery & Co.; Aitkons; Arnold Constable 

on Broadway between 11th and 20th Streets; Hearn’s; 

Ludwig Brothers; Be Boutclier Brothers; Callahan & Morrissey; 

R.H. Maoy & Co 

Sixth Avenue and 18th Street. Later came Siogol, Cooper & Co 

diagonally aoross the street. Up the Avenue, there were 
Simpson, Crawford & Simpson; Adana & Co.; H. 0’IJeill & Co 
and Ehrich Brothers. Stern Brothers wore on 23rd Street, 

Lord & Taylor on Grand and Christie. One of How York’s biggost 




& Co 


• r 


on 14th Street. B. Altman & Co 


was at 


• f 


• I 


• # 


• # 
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stores was Edward Hldlej & Sons at Grand and Allen I 

The above-mentioned Juvenile schemer would 


carfare for hoi 
I know nothing 
errands were t 


wo 


this and took it for granted that our 
ado on foot. VIhen ny ohiof found fault 


with the 


consumed for our 


this matter of potty 


was brought to light and after an 


tigation, the 


little orook was fired. 


day of ny employ 


complicated business of getting the lunches for oight 


or ten of our men. 

day's orders: 

A wants h 


average 


rye with English mustard and 


butter* a large two-cent vinegar pioklo, a pint 
and-half* and some pretzels from tho free lunch 


orders sturgeon on hard. 


French mustard, a 


penny salt pickle, a pint of ale and porter, and liverwur3t 

sandwiches from the free lunoh counter. 

C decides on raw meat on pumpernickel with okoppod 

a tomato, a pint of dark beer not 


lunoh counter 


onions, plenty of popper, a 
much foam, radishes and anchovies 

Eight or ten of these exacting customers would tan 

anyone's patience and resourcefulness to the utmost, end vc 


abuse if the one-cent pioklo won 
oustomer, was a frequent reward. 


,l3take to the two 



. 


- 105 


0 








Tho ohief item of my overhead was 


overwhelming deficit. 

weekly hoard including my lunohea, lodging, laundry, mending* 
and ioehox privileges for bedtime snack3. 


Till3 wan fivo dol- 


ry regular workday expense wan thirteen 


lars and fifty cents, 
oenta — ten conto for oarfare, two cents for apples and one 


Politically 


oent for the Hew York Press, a Republican paper. 

I leaned toward democratic principles, but tho Proco wan tho 


only one-oent paper published. 

When I hear people speak of the "good old days 

when men v/ere men, when employero wero not something hidden 
away, pushing buttons and directing affaire by renoto control 
but real people, I oannot holp but think of the human tenden¬ 
cy to exaggerate the perfections of the past, 
ganoo, snobbishness, and all the brands of human failings 
wore rampant as now, only in more camouflaged form and not 
yet cheoked by laws, labor unions, and public opinion. 

The fact that the purchasing power of the dollar 
was aeveral times that of today is no oxcuno for a condition 
that paid the majority of workers considerably less than a 

living wage. 


II 






Groed, arro- 








In families whore the breadwinner earned on an aver¬ 


age less than eighteen dollars weekly, there was otarvation, 
misory, sometimes almost Justified drunkenness and even crime. 

The saloon, the 




Most of them indoed, lived by bread alone, 
stable, the vaoant lot wero club and playground. 
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Movements against child labor were branded social- 

Tho 


1stlc and were fought even by those they would proteot. 


few pennies earned by the boys and girls seemed to bo of 

VJhile tho lew of the state 


greater importance than education, 
mado school attendance oompuloory up to ego Id, working papers 










































for full employment were issued at random to youngsters 12 

Those employed from sohool closing to late hours 

Some of the successful men in later 














years old. 
required no permits. 








































have called this a blessing in disguise, but the 
damage wrought by starvation wages left no argument for the 
defense of the system. 

I have spoken of my employers as kindly, democratic 

There wore millions like then. 


years moy 




























































men with good intentions. 

but in the matter of wagos, they followed the custom of tho 

The system of loarners’-pay was no doubt imported 










































times. 
















Under it, the apprentice had to pay tho employer. 

# 

One of the boys, Joe V7., a fellow-employee, took 


from abroad. 








' 










friendly interest and guided me in tho handling of a Jealous, 

somi-vioious gang of oo-ror^ors who wore all too ready to 

In tho first wock. 








































have fun at the expense of the "Dutch man ." 












Joe proposed an exchange in instructions between us, ho to 
teaoh me English, I to help him brush up on his German, 
acoepted his proposition, except that Amorioan Govornmcnt end 

After my first lesson, 














History was substituted for English. 

Joe aooentuating the matter of government by tho people, 

emphasizing the privilege of the voto, I asked the question 
















# 
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as to Women'8 Rights In thio. 


Ho Y7E.3 shocked by my question 
and I believe, evon annoyed when I asked him whether hin 


mother had any aay at hone. 


I became an advocate of Woman 
Suffrage there and thon, and Joe come years after, become 


reconciled to thla erotvrhile unthinkable situation. 

The sealing and posting of the m.all and the 


occasion¬ 


al copying of correspondence on the letter-pro 3 a too 
the office at closing timo. 

the laat-minute-ruah typo of workers. 




mo to 


Onr head bookkeeper belonged to 

Bills had to bo chocked 
and I took it upon mysolf to act as a living conptomotor and 


guarantee the correctneas of extensions and edditi 

When night after night tho offico had to 


ons. 


work or or 


time looking for an error in tho trial-balance, 
luoky discoverer of tho mistake. 

Dutchman." 


I was tho 

"Hove up another run 


O 9 


LIr. Simson was a fine end patient teacher, 
to explain all tho vrhy'o and v/horeforo' 


billing 
ay of 


He had a 7 

making the least among us foel hie part in the whole, 
tried to be like him, even to tho acquisition of his Palmer- 
method handwriting. He was in close touch with everything 
and had a very special interest In 


a. 


I 


ay progress. I net him 

and his family socially, and I still do eo to thio day. 

le now in his 92nd year and I frequently meet hin when he 

visits his niece who Is now cy sister-in-law, tho widow of 
my brother Moise. 


He 


How and then I had to go with our city salesman as 

This gentleman covered Hew York, Brooklyn, 


a sample carrier. 
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Jersey City, Hoboken, Union Hill, a territory dotted with 


hundreds of small stores. 


In those horse-oar days, it v:qo 


not easy to got around and it took some taot to win sufficient 


favor in the eye3 of an Irish driver or a Gorman conductor 


to be allowed on the car platform with bulky baggage. 


It 


all, however, yielded its benefit in experience. 


It was winter and most of my timo was spent watch¬ 


ing the saleoman'a line outsldo of stores. 


At noon I would 


get ten cents from him for lunch in ten minutes, while that 


gentleman would take his full hour for his luncheon, smoke 


This went along until Pecach. 


and rest. 


There Core fow 


Jewish restaurants or delicatessen stores in our territory. 


and if so, ten cento would not havo bought much of tho 




special "scholl-Poaach’' food. 


I complained to tho salesman 






about this and he threatened to have mo fired. 


However, I 




bccamo plaintiff In the controversy, to tho ond that I wa 3 








promoted to an Inside Job, assistant to the factory order- 






clork, with an advance in salary to four dollars weekly. 






Stern application, ready will. 






Soon brought mo to the fore. 




One Saturday, straight from tho till. 




I got a dollar more. 








An added duty was that of custodian of the keys. 




; 




opening the place at seven-thirty A.K 


closing after wo had 


• 9 


the "all out" oall from the four floors wo occupied# 




In 






season there was quite some ovortine lasting to ton P,U 




and 


• I 













f 
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that powered the plant, to midnight and lator. It may sound 
strange to hoar me say that I liked this. V/hlle there was 
no extra pay, we did reoelve 50 oents as supper money and I 
knew good places serving 25-cent dinners, llko Goldberg’s 
on Wooster Street and Carolina Reich on Liopenard Streot. 

The remaining 25 oents I would put in my Eiokel Savings bank 

that locked itsolf with the first ooln and opened automatic¬ 
ally when the 40th was innorted. 

I was looking forward with happy anticipation to 
the first grand opening of my bank when I noticed that ny 
shoes needed soling. When I a3ked ny brothor Emile for the 
amount to defray this expense, he roforrod no to my Ulckol 
Reserve Bank. I could never find a reasonable explanation 
for this attitude which did not conform with his othorwico 
ready liberality toward me. It took some years before ny 
ardor for saving returned. 

I was conscious of the seriousness of my added res¬ 
ponsibility. About a hundred and fifty pooplo started work 
promptly at eight, and some had to bo on hand at seven-thirty 
to prepare things. Transportation, especially in winter, was 
often uncertain. To be late would have meant panic on 
Greene Street. 
































l£y promotion was not accepted. with unanimous approval 
by my fellow-workers. 








There were older boys, American born, 
employed longer, and they resented this preference to this 






















I 
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"Dutchman." Many feet 


were stretched out for me to stumble 
. Some banana peels deliberately placed 


over 


in one of the 

tholr 

me but also in a thorough clear- 
a breaking up of the vicious 


aisles brought to my wollwishors the realization of 
hopes, resulting in injury to 


lng up of the situation and 
splraoy. 




con- 


-ly immediate superior who 


was with the house for 

was to prepare no to take 
Join our ealeo fo 


eighteen years, earning $18 weekly, 
over his work, to release him to 
learned too fast to suit him 


rce. i 


and he tried to 
as colloquially expressed, "to get my goat." 

a salesman three years after, he 

But not all was strife, 
wiehers, and before long I had 
of the majority. 


wear mo out* or 
When I became 


wee driving a milk 
I had friends and well- 
somehow gained the good will 




wagon * 


Each dramatic event, planned for 
to bring me reward. 

I was promoted and advanced 

banana incident, I slipped into 
roll. 


downfall* coerned 


When the oity-caJLecnan 


wanted no fired* 


In salary; and again, after tho 






a higher bracket on the pay- 
ny second raise, to six dollars. 


In August I receivod 
One of the partners 


, in charge of manufacturing 

person, not very forceful and 
to place responsibility on his assistants. 


» was 
quite willing 
Ho cac9 from 

reminicoing with me about 
I was an appreciative listener 


a genial, sooiable 




e.uall town in Hessen and enjoyed 
his ohlldhood experiences. 




r 
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to thia. He spoke and pronounced English poorly and I 
sometimes corrected him because some of his sayings brought 
riot and fun when his baok was turned. It was hard to keep 
a straight face hearing him soy to a stock girl* "Take down 
your drawers and let mo see v/hat you got in 'oa." I spent 
nearly three years in faotory work and this experience wan 
▼ery helpful to mo when I established my own business in 
later years. 

And the year-end's spoken praises. 

Telling mo I'n doing groat. 

From throe dollars, raise on raises 
Reaching then on oven eight. 

At Christmas I was called into the private office, 
where Mr. Slmson in the presence of his two partners, comment¬ 
ed favorably on my progress and notified mo of an advance in 
salary to eight dollars, stating that few boys worked then- 
selvos up from three dollars to eight dollars in loss than 
a year* He also presonted me with a silk umbrella and a pair 
of gloves, gifts in appreciation of personal services rondcrcd 
him, especially during week3 when he was away on business 
trips. During his absenoe I slept at his houso to guard his 
wife and little daughter and two maids. Ho lived on Park 
Avenue at 94th Street opposite the Armory, then a dismal 
section of Hew York. The stillness of the night was inter¬ 
rupted by the sound of puffing locomotives pulling Dow York 
Central and Hew Haven trains through the tunnels. The house 
shook from the vibration and I was sometimes sure that tho 
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spooks I expeoted at Grandma's house at Ingwiller had 
followed me over here. 

One night I was awakened by the lady of the house 
who claimed that there were robbers in the basement. Tho 
lady, the maids and I, heavily armed with fire-pokers and 
shovels, descended to the basement cautiously, howovor rnrking 
enough noise to give the cowardly intruders time to got away. 
They didn't get away though, and there on the kitchen floor, 

munching a snack of cheese, were two mice caught in one trap. 

The year 1892 was a Presidential election year and 

business was poor. I nevertheless received another advance 

in salary to ten dollars. 

Grover Cleveland was elected and a Bubeequent fi¬ 
nancial panlo brought business almost to a hslt. Each Sat¬ 
urday, employees were laid off for an Indefinite period, 
and the usual Joyful anticipation of payroll distribution 
was displaced by Jitters brought on by the uncertainty of 
the job. 1 was among the thirty peroent aurvlvlhg. Tho de¬ 
pression *a= ruinous but fortunately of short duration, com¬ 
pared to later financial panics. Under tho then prevailing 
system, a small power-group could bring about or prevent 

tjuch a calamity at its own will* 

In the fall of 1894 the firm split and I was taken 

along by the two partners who had merged with another estab- 
liahment, forming Levi, Simson & Rosenthal, at 47 Greene 
Street. Through this ohange I became a city-salesman. 
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irao wedging hio way in. 

Madame was the boas 
daughter. There youth had its 


Of course, there 


wore oa3Q8 rhore 


suooessor to the gentleman who three years before threatened 
me with dismissal. 


. 


or where Mamma presented 




a growing 




chance. 


I was the youngest of three city-salesmen, and my 
trade consisted of small neighborhood storos. 
hundreds of them in those days. 


And there were those soolable 

nothing and no one, and smoked tho OP (other 
cigars exclusively. 

T/ho was buyer in 

store grew to be what is 
department stores, 
floorwalkers and private offices 


beings who refused 

people’s) brand 
en Englishman 


There were 


Inter-city transportation, 

larger families, the non-existence of chain storos 




Among those I remember 


, gave 


a growing store on Broadway, Brooklyn. 


This 




many small merchants a chance to succeed. 


Host of them wore 

hard working and thrifty, and deeplto their limited capital, 

were good credit risks for thoir requirements. 


now one of Now Jerooy’s largest 




Even then it occupied two floo 


ro, had 


In moot cases 




for the owners. 


John, njr 


man and wife worked together and the feiailies lived above, 
behind, or at least close to the store. 








English friend, the buyer, would 
nearby mirrored booze palace, 
boss or floorwalker. 


arrange to meet mo in 

if and when he could dodge tho 
Cocktails were two for 




This holpcd to make 

the salesman a personal as well as a business friond. 


Ex- 

oopt Tuesday, market day, wo found our oustomer in his niaoo. 
Most storos kept opon until ton P.M 

be made in the course of a day. 






a quarter. 


When businoo8 

for him and one for 

Charlie, a floorwalker, who would be 


wa3 good we would have two 


rounds, three drinks 


end many calls couild 




• # 




me. 


ow and then he would speak of 






ovor to Join us. 




The soolahility between buyer and seller called for 
a lot of treating to drinks and cigars. 


never cjxie and advance 


pay for hie drink 

suggestion. 


was left ■*!th 


I was only twenty 


bartender at John’?' 


As the plot rovcaled 


srtor 


years old, of boyish appearance, and most people hesitated 
to accept hospitality from ono 




nany months, •'Charlie' 1 
both Hamlet and the Ghost. 


wa3 strictly fictitious. 


John was 


There wore enough, 

however, that would Join me, 30 that two or threo milk punches 

(very little run, pleaso) during a morning would not be 


so young. 


My fixed salary of $11 
drawing aooount against 
Hf sales for the first 


a week was continued 
a seven and a half 


as a 


percent commission. 




unu sual. 


year were less than §10,000 and 
customers like John made ruinous inroads 


a few 


I considered my ege and appearance a great handicap 

con- 

a drink with a buyer, call him by first 
name, heaping silent contempt on tho inoxporlonoed kid that 


on any surplus that 


and it used to hurt me to 3oe my bearded, high-hatted 
petitors walk out for 


might have accrued. 
















At the end of the year* two oity-noa loft to go 
In business on their own. A new man was token and I was 
given some additional torrltoiy so that in tho second year 
I doubled my sales. I was very happy in gaining ground until 
X aooidontly found out that tho new man received ten percent 
commission. This discrimination upcot mo and brooding ovor 
the lnjustioe, I beoame susceptible to overtures mado by a 
smooth talker. He hired mo at a salary that was bolow my 

ourront earnings but inoludod a lot of pronisos that only 

# 

materialized tinder much pressure over the yoar 3 . 

This change in Jobs was a groat mistake Had I 
frankly dlsoussed my grievances with my former onployors, I 
am sure matters oould have been adjusted satisfactorily. I 
had been treated by them like a eon; was givon opportunities 
within the range of my capabilities* but apparently I proferred 
petting my grievances to anything else. 

An incident in my first position that offhand docs 

not seem important is that of disappearing cigars from tho 

d03ks of salesmen and from ths privato office of Hr. Simsoa, 
one of the firm. 

I had returned from my da 7 *s route shortly before 
closing time. One of my customers who did not expect me on 
that day* had mailed an order to which he wanted to add. 

Hot finding the order with the order-clerk, I went to the 
private office and looked, for it there. I did not find it 
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but some mall on Hr. Simoon*s desk from our far-waotoru man 


interested mo 


and 


turned in tho swlvel-ohalr and 


I heard footstops, 
d Hr. Sineon. In ny 


confusion, I dosed the desk and oilontly stolo away. Mr. 3 
son went to a wardrobe, took a slug of whiskey and went off. 

I was one of the few oigar smokers in tho place and naturally 


under extreme 


Mr. 


fortunately 


evening 


order-clerk 


shocking 




lnuten 


The clerk 


my search 


could 


served as a pretext for my overt act. 

Several days after* an office boy stooped in t 

presence of the boss, dropping a oigar from his pocket. 


but "bought 


for hi3 father.” 


Sinson 


broke it in half* and 


also saokod the pin that had been incortod 


I only heard of all this after 
the Gelsnare. 


Sirason told the story to 


This exporlenoo helped me to an attitudo of tolerance 


anyone Judged by circumstantial 


Juror 


o, a matter that 
ost murder trials 


would have disqualified 

and many other criminal cases. 

I ohanged my position on January 1* 1396, going fro 

a big firm with broad views to a very small one with a narro’ 
outlook* penny-wise policies, and an exaggerated estimate of 
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importance 


My brother Emile had Ju8t been mado 


Junior partner and I waa to be the next harvester of a plum 

When after about eix weeks I was by iniirootion 
asked to itemize my weekly expense acoount of oar and ferry 


aleo other sundry penny 
. mistake was that 1 did 


carry out this 


The firm did most of its business in How York City 
and vioinity. The head of it felt about traveling expenses 
as do some people about doctors' bills. In 1397 howovor, he 


plunged into 
Pennsylvania 


was 


and 


k State and 
I was worn to 


warnings against pitfalls endangering 


allowance of six dollars a day 




Albany* Eew York, Hotel Kenmore 


culto 


at two dollars a day, with meals, wa3 a sort of ponthouso cage 
reached by a fire stairs from the top landing of a turtlc-cpee 


fire 


my attention when I entered the room 


stud! 


instructions in the use of thi 
man fire drill before retiring 


Like in Paris, 


again found 


a defeotlve gas Jet. 


exhaustion and dreamed 


and explosion. Half awake, out of bed, girded with rope, 


rushed to the door, neither smell of smoke : 
sound of burning wood — end of a nightmare! 


crackling 
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day I walked and talkod, bent over trunks 


unpacked and packed, wept and worried until 


I then 


my first order amounting to $32 


This put new life in 


and I finished tho day with three orders in the total 


,75 and as 
man I will 


supper guest of my 




Stark, 
and I 


reached 


York, all keyed up and at one with the world 
day I covered Troy, Cohoos, Sohencotady, and 


salesm 


reaohed Utica at night, "cleanly skunked." This in solesma: 
parlance moant no orders. 

At Utica the next day I packed and unpacked my 150 
samples of babies' caps four tinos. Tho day's sales wore 
eix dollars and two pogos of numbers taken down by cowardly 


the courage to turn 


down 


Any salesman knows tho hypocrisies oommittod under the subter¬ 
fuge of "taking down numbers." 

Uext atopa Syraouoe. Awake all night at the Globe 


alongside of the Eew York Central Railroad 


Big 


stores, broken back, "bum" business} only promises. Decided 
to stay over on an uncertain promise by one who would look 
the next day. Shed tears listening to the sentimental mu3ic 
of the "Bohemian Girl," given in a 20-30-40 Opera House. 

ily luok ohanged at Rochester and Buffalo so that I 


finished the week with sales of about C&00. At ten 
the caloulated commission, this would bo £60 earned 


percent 

I 
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Ey salary was £ ; 30, 


for the week of C$3. 




reported expenses 

hence 023 "in tho hole." 


* 








Tuesday evening, I was greeted by nail 

On my way back I did a littlo 


At Elmira on 






commanding me to return home* 

Binghamton and Scranton, and had a whirlwind 

in Wilkeo-Earre with pji order of over CdOO. Docr-’-J 




busincoc in 
wind-up 

wounded, I returned from thero, resolved to qnit the pikors. 








nith them onfl. it too!fe no 
that to partly regain ny stifled spirit of 


i 


I, however, spent fivo more years 
five years after 






fully recovered and in my cvrn venture 


I never 


enterprise. 

remained a healthy piker, over-conservative in most things. 


taking only on occaolonol impulsive flinr;. 

Gftor I weakened to the propocc.1 o- a 

starting at Bangor, I'ainc, and 

This trip r;as a fin an- 




Tv.'o years 

Few England trip in January, 
f ini tiling at Bridgeport, Connecticut. 




' 










eial success. 


end the territory was turned 




I only repeated it once 
newcomer who looked like a bargain, without a drawing- 








over to a 

account, but had subtle 




talents for leg-pulling which ho brought 


into full play. 




pioneering in the Eastern territory served me 

business and then made it ry 


VJ 




well when I went into my 
chief and personal selling territory. 

After four years 
terest In profits. 


own 






with the firm, I was offered an in- 








There were co many strings attached co 
















# 
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this offer that I preferred to go on with a fired salary. 

After another year some of the knots wore taken out of the 
strings and I became a prospective sharer in uncertain profits 
however with definite minimum guarantees. 




I 




I openly 3tated my future plans of going In business 
for myself, aoouring the firm that it would never be as their 
competitor, and that any change would be made at the end 

the season only, and upon reasonable notice. 

# 

with many prospoot3. 




OX 




I negotiated 

Some of my Interviews woro hold right in 
the firm's office, so that nothing was going on behind my 
associates* backs. 




A aohomlng fellow-cmployeo and his father-in-law 
managed to conceive a plot of which I became an innocent vio- 

Had that boon openly discussed with 


















tia. 




mo, all suspicion 




of my participation would have boon roadily di 3 polled. 
my auporoonsitive brother, then a full partner, in nilenoo 
pottol hi3 unfounded grievances. 






But 










* 






I quit at the end of the 
year to enter the Ladies* Eats manufacturing business, the 

last thing that I over wanted to bo in. 

1902. 














This was Bocember 1, 




i 






isy brother, accepting as faot the finely spun plot 
of the conspiring employee, had become difficult in the last 

Till then we had boon very close to each oths 
shared the came room prior to his marriage; he had financed, 
together with our brother Moioe, my trip to America, and my 










months. 


r, 























first year’s defioit. He was stubborn, close-mouthed, and 
never heard my side. Added to his resentnont was the subtly 
injooted vonom of his wife's family who it seea3 had piano 
of marriage for me of whloh I know nothing and to which I 
could not have agreed. 

The announcement of my betrothal at that time fanned 

the fire of their rage to white heat. In another chapter I 

will deal at greater length on this unfortunate subject in 
the hope that some reader may take from it the lesson or 

realization that trifles like white lies, the addition or 
omission of one word, even the intonation of speech, may grow 
to gigantio mountains of discontent and animoolty. 

I will interrupt the story of my business life at 
this point to return to it later, and now will oover my social 
and cultural life up to this point. 
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CHAPTER XVIII: SOCIAL LIFE 1891 


1902 


It is not difficult to visualize the effe 

• ». f # 

transplanting from an Old World small town to this 
metropolis had on a box sixteen and a half years o 
bewildered and homeslok but also inquisitive, thri 


I wa3 
huntlng 


and optimistic. 


hundred miles away 


family control, under the less authentic dominion of my 
brothers, then respectively 23 and 24 years old, I felt 
freedom mingled with the responsibility impressed upon 


a 


my 


a as to honesty, dooenoy and attainment of success. 
A feeling of slight eduoational superiority over my 


that I tactlessly revealed 


to 


brought about an occasional squabble in which, right or 


wrong, I was usually subdued 


fro 




underotand- 


ingly written by my diplomatic mother, commented Joyfully on 
the good part of an apparent report that had been made by my 
brothers, but also appealed to me to put aside stubbornness, 
and to listen, obey, or at least compromise. 


Ky brothers had a remarkably 


aoquaintanoes quite ready 


and 


thought 


and 


logical 


naturally 


own 
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age, and I soon struck out on my own. I mot many pcoplo 
through the boys I was first introduced to and of whom I 
have written above. These were noarly all Bavarian emigres 
but I was anxious to meet honest-to-goodnoee American boya 
and girls, learn their ways, and aoqulro their nonohalanco. 

On summer evenings, folks sat on the stops and in the "airles" 
of their houses, the young and the old, eaoh in separate 
groups. I was ambitious to acquire the suave manner of the 
native boya with the girls, most of whom looked upon us 
"Dutchmen" with more or less of contemptuous indifferenco. 

I was asked to Join the Exoelsior Literary Club, 
with a two-dollar annual membership fee, payable in advance. 

I never could explain why it was named literary, for besides 
Cushing'8 Manual on parliamentary ruling, I never saw a book 
at the Club. I doubt that the U.S. Congress at that tine 
adhered as strictly to the text and spirit of tho Manual as 
wo did. The two chief purposes of the Club wore an entertain¬ 
ment and Ball in winter and an outing in the summer. 

A wrong committed by me in conneotion with our first 
outing to Greenwald's Botanioal Gardens on Staton Island has 
surely been forgiven by tho victim, but still lurk 3 in tho 
remote oorners of my oonsoience as an unethical act deopito 
speolal circumstances that might be considered in the im¬ 
partial judging of the ease. 

Every boy had invited a girl. I became frightened 


at the thought of inviting one. The boys put their heads 
together and suggested Tessle, the best-looking girl on the 
block. I should have suspected eomething had I asked myself 

why this good-looking, fine girl should be a left-over. I 
found out when I extended the Invitation in formal manner to 
Miss X. (Tessle). "I would be so plea3od, but you mu 3 t ask 
Momma." The boys knew about this and also Mamma's condition. 

The first hazard, the invitation, easily removed, 

I courageously proooeded with the business of getting consont 
Mamma K., in formal German, considered it an honor to have 
her daughter escorted by so worthy and chivalrous a gentle¬ 
man and would be glad to oonsont on condition that oho would 
go along as chaperono. 

0 

Onlythoao who ever attended suoh an outing can appro 
date the awkwardness of this situation. Before the day set, 
I invented an excuse that cancelled the invitation, and I 
was suro understanding Tossie boro no ill feeling. 

Under more pressure from the boys, I took my cousin 
to tho outing, bringing the wrath of mother X. upon my head, 
so that I did not daro to go back to the blook that summer. 

When I arrived in Hew York, I inquired for the 

family M., who were tonants of my folks at Ingwiller. They 
had moved to Strasbourg before I was born and after that 
croesod the Atlantic to Hew York. I had nover not them. I 
had heard a great deal about this family and I felt that I 



wanted to see them. I wae warned by my brothers that fchey 
were highbrows, "uberstudiert,* that one of the daughters, 
a domineering person, had insulted ny oldest brother, that 

they were so German In their ways, that the Alsatians chumod 

6 

them. However, I wanted to see for myself. 

It so happened that one of my follow-workers asked 
me one day about my town of origin. When he heard it named, 
he exolaimed, "That's where my father's cousins, the M's 
oome from." The next Sunday he took mo to seo them and there 
was great rejoioing. I aooepted an invitation for dinner on 
the following Sunday. It took me all weok to muster enough 
courage to announoe and explain my plannod absence from din¬ 
ner at home on the coming Sunday. There was displeasure end 
even resentment on the part of the household. 

The M. family then consisted of the mother, two 

daughters of about thirty, two sons, one of 20, the other 24. 
They lived in a very modest flat on upper Madison Avenue. 

The father had died shortly after their arrival here. Ho had 
been born in Mains, a matter that would explain the duo- 
nationality the family was aocused of by their Alsatian lands- 
leute. They said of them that they were Frenoh with the 
French and German with the "Ashkenasira" (Germans). In Europe 
the father had been a migrant dentist, specializing in tooth 
extraction. He praoticed on man and boast. He v/as "oin 
relsender Zahnarzt" (traveling dentist) or pronounood in 
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Alsatian Jargon, "eln rasender" meaning raving, in pure 

Gorman. ' 

Mall from the villages and hamleta whore he praoticed 

was slow and unoortain and money transfers to the family often 
difficult for morethan ono reason. Here was I, the son of 
their old-country accommodating landlords, repairing the bro¬ 
ken link in the old acquaintance of our families. I was 
flattered and pleased by the cordial reception, and even tho 
35 oents pistachio Tarte from Weil's Bakery, evoked a speeoh 
in "hochdeutsch" that would have nauseated moot of my Lando- 
leute, but tloklod my vanity to the utmost. 

TiO became fast friends, and to my close association 
with this family can be ascribed my cultivation of a tasto 
for art, musio, poetry and literature. I will return to this 
relationship in several acoounts of important events in fey 
later life. We remained Intimate friends to tho end. They 
are all gone now but I bear them fond memories and eternal 
gratitude for pointing the way to much that is very precious 
to me now. 

A few yearB before my arrival here, my brothers found 
a first oousin of our father, named Solomon Oury. Father had 
never met him. He was born at Soherwiller, Alsace, where 

two of my grandfather's brothers had lived. (See "Oury Uhry" 

• * 

use of family nano on the family tree in Book I.) Oury camo 
to Amerioa in the *70's, sottling in Uowark, Hew Jorssy. 
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HI8 household, with six children, was a perpetual wheel of 
hospitality and was rarely without guests. Uy brothers and 
I spent nearly evexy other Sunday and all holidays thoro. 

His house was the meetlng-plaoe of many Alsatians and it was 
at times hard for me to realize that 1 was in America. The 
Court-language was the home Jargon. The Alsatian prejudices 
against most things German, were deeply rooted. I rocall an 
incident at Sunday-night supper with the usual "Ulnlon" of 
guests. 








« 
























A new kind of herring was much relished and pralsod, 
when one of the guests asked the hostess what the brand of 

When he heard it to be Bismark horring, ho 


this herring was. 
pushed away his plate in disgust, saying, "Pfult" 

Oury owned a thriving beer saloon which he rentod 






to another party about the time I landed, to become a collect 

This was an enviable position, a Con¬ 


or for a large brewery, 
binatlon of salesman and credit man of whom it wa3 expected 
that on his weekly visits, ho would "have them set up" for all 


the boys that were around. 


A collector with 50 to 75 customers 


acquired a goodly following and in many instances was choson 
by political parties as a vote-getting candidate, 
was eleoted Freeholder (Councilman) for one term. 




Oury, too. 














Hewark in those days seemed miles away from How York. 




Life there resembled that of a small midwestern town rathor 

The families lived in private 




* 


than that of Hew York or Boston. 
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The only semblance to 


houses, which moat of then owned* 
apartment houses was in the two-family dwellings. Hew Jersey 
Building and Loan Associations promoted and encouraged homo 










building and general thrift. 






became well acquainted with msny Jewish fan- 








7/e soon 






Hies in Hewark. The temple and oongregational activities 

We spent all the Jewish 




fine medium for social contact* 

There were then two large Reform Congregations, 


were a 


holidays there* 

B’nai Jeshurinufor the German Jews and the "Bohmish Shul" 






(Bohemian Shul) for those originating from the land giving 

While most B’nai Jeshurin^members wero Americans 








it its title. 

by naturalization or birth, the Rabbi still preached in Germ an. 

In 1897, oy brother Emile married Hattie, the oldest 






They took up realdonoe in Hewark despite tho 


Oury daughter. 

faot that Emile’s business was in How York, and commuting by 






trolley, Pennsylvania Railroad, ferry-boat, and horse-oar was 

The relationship between father-in-lav? 

Emile was led from his 






not a simple matter* 

and son-in-law was all too Intimate* 

How York social life to an atmosphere of respectable "back-of- 




* 














saloon" life, as it prevailed in Hewark and other cities of 

To many & tired businessman with strong prejudice 


that size. 






against higher education and culture, tho back-room in wheit 

Emile and his cronios did not go there 










saloon Borved as olub. 
to drink but rather to play or watoh games of poker, pinochle, 

solo, skat, or "Olaveryaas." While Emile v?as not in any of 

the regular games, he was a willing plnoh-hlttor. 












Even I was 










S 
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drown Into a poker game one dull evening when the sixth man 
was needed. I could not afford the flfty-cents-limit gano, 
hut Oury with the nanotion of the other rlayers, gave me 
guarantees as to the limit of my possible losses. I was 
looked upon as the innocent, conservative, harmless novice, 
a situation whloh I capitalized in putting through a foe 
"bluffs." One of the kibitzers, who 3aw mo "stand pat" on a 

pair of deuces and get away with the pot, offorod me five 
dollars to show my hand and convince the old wise-guys that 
they had been "taken for a rido." The fun this would givo no, 

added to the five dollars, was too nuch to ro3l3t, and I 
showed the third boot hand in tho deal to the griof of ths 
two players involved and tho elation of tho others, i. rcm --o n 
on I was nicknamed "young Loiter." loiter was a speculator 
in the Chicago wheat-pit and had shortly before comorcC the 
market in a most sensational way. I c?me out of the gamo 

considerably ahead but never oat in again. 

V?e felt very much at home with these Bewark cousins 

and all went well until Uoiso announced hie engagement. This 

somehow brought about a change in attitude. I managed to 

keep the peace, but when two years later, I announced my own 

engagement, something snapped again, and I became the innocent 

victim of the wrath of the senior female member of that family, 

as mentioned in a previous ohapter. 

Her subtly injeoted venom brought about an estrange¬ 
ment between me and this family, my brother Emile included. 


• • ( « t \ • 1 *•' > 1 f . • 

that kept us apart for many years. 1, howevor, had the 
satisfaction at the Golden Wedding celebration of mutual 
friends some 25 years after to have tears of repentance shed 
over my shoulders by the then-aged instigator of the unfor¬ 


tunate mess. 


thaA 


between my brother and myself hi 
icted. but aomo who would sooner 


than glad, to this day oontinue to enjoy their sulking 


the German 


I made many soolal oontaots with Jewish families residing in 
the Fifties. While we were still "olumsy" and "Dutch" in our 
way with most A nerioan girls, there wore two sistora of 


German 


Vie named ourselves the Jolly Four quartet and ro 
German songs to legitimatize our title, tho girls 
as aooompanists. The hospitality aocordod us oy 


family was overwhelming 


parties with music, song 


ing games and what not, became soolal events to which the 

neighborhood youth looked forward with Joyful anticipation 
and a fervent hope for a bid. Our crowd retaliated with 


group-gifts at opportune times. One of the boys and I amend¬ 
ed this expression of appreciation by taking the girls to 
entertainments and Balls given in those days by Lodges and 
Charitable Sooieties. These payoffs had to bo carefully 
budgetted in view of my very modest salary, but the item of 
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corsoge flowers at 50 cents a bunch, remained steadily fixed. 

•ft 

A Third Avenue florist performed miraoloo with a fe^ blossoms 

and maiden ferns set in a oone of embossed paper. 

1 was a stickler for oorreot dross and wo always 

went formal. The foot that my brother Noise's full-dress 
suit fit mo ae if made to my measure, also my brother's week¬ 
ly absence from home between Sunday night and Friday, v/as 
' very helpful in satisfying my ambition to be correct. All 

i • 

went well until late one Monday night. Koiee cams back to 

Vy 

Hew York unexpectedly to attend the French Ball, then a lesd- 

ing event in Hew York cafe society. 

Hie full-dress suit and I had gons out bofore he 

arrived home. When I cane in "after the ball was ovor," 
there, in the dim gaslight, loomed my brother’s figure abed. 

I was surprised, lowered the light and lightenod my step,- 

ell to no avail. "7Jhere were you on this night, sporting 

• • 

ft 

my suit...?" In an attempt to appease him, I rcpllod, "Hover 

mind, I will buy my own dress-suit in the..." "what do you 
mean will? You have bought one right now. 1*11 tell you 
tomorrow morning how much." Thus I acquired ny first full- 
dreoe suit at the fair price of tendollars. I wore it at ny 
own wedding and it was one of the be3t investments I over 
made. Apparently, two-thirty A.M. was the psychological mo¬ 
ment for me to make Investments, but who is around or sober 
at that hour except bank robbers and ouch. 
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In his dress-suit I looked stunning, 

'Til on ono important night. 

For it ho himself was gunning,- 
It and I had taken flight. 

While I took to danolng like a duok to water, I 
Joined a danolng class and further expanded my social oirole. 

Summer vacations have always been fine modia for 
meeting people and continues to bo so to this day, but not 
quite in the old degree of intimaoy. Sharing with others the 
facilities of the farm boarding-house, brought about a ohun- 

minose that was a basis for both constructive intimacy and 
sometimes disastrous familiarity. My first vacation of one 
week I spent in Bewark as the guest of my cousins. Even with 

the low ooat of board on farms, my eight-dollar salary shut 
out any thought I might have had of going to such resorts. 

The next year, however, with a ten-dollar weekly in¬ 
come, I shared a room with one of my pals at Johnson's Farm 
in Big Indian in the Catokill Mountains. We paid fourtoon 

dollars together and we got our money’s worth. 

A further advanoe in salary, and the inducement of 

being with friends, brought us to the Blythewood Hotel at 

Tannersvllle, for a two-week vacation the next year. There, 

together, we paid $35 weekly. We wore expert drivers of 

horses and frequently hired eight-seaters and took the girls 

for a ride. When we pulled up at the Kaaterskill, Hote-s. or 

Mountain House, two young men with a harom of blondes and 

brunettes, we were the envy of our contemporaries who could 

not have oolleoted suoh a bevy of girls from thoir ovor-ohapcroned 


\ 
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crowd. 


/ 




a 


j 




Thla Blythewood orowd, in the Fall, formed tho 
Mountaineer Bowling Club, alao a Euohre Club. 










Each girl gave 

a party at her home during the winter and it can be readily 


oeen how extensive our social life became. 

The brother of one of our boys was business 
for the Bamrosoh Opera Company, and onoo during each 
would give us tickets for a olub Opera party, 
horse-drawn bus would piok us up to take us to tho Metropoli¬ 
tan and later to the Fidelio Club for a midnight supper and 

Several marriages resulted from these clubs and I 


I 


* 






manager 












noasoa 


» 


i 


A Fifth Avenue 




i 










dance. 




kept njp friendship with some of these couples to this day. 

I was slightly younger than the 


' 


average malo member 

and I hope to be forgiven at this stage if I include 


even 


some of the girls, should they now beoome Identified. 


I 




There 

were the Kimballs, the Goldmarks, the Strauss*, the Freunds, 
the Bowmans, the Rosenbaums, Stanley Graf, Sig Adlor, the 
Rothsohllds, Frieda Haberman, Joe Strauss, and othern. 

In that period one could call on young ladies with¬ 
out being gossiped about or highjacked into matrimony. 

called on many girls and there was extra safety in the divi¬ 
sion of my attentions. 






f 






I 


















In those pre-radio and pre-movie days, thore was a 
lot of evening visiting. 


* 








Stage ploys were few and theater 
attendance very limited desplto the low ooat of seats. 




At 










t 














< 
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,our best theaters, prions ranged from $1.50 in the orohostra 
to 50 cents in the family olrole. Vaudeville was popularised 
during tho *90*8 with charges of 20 to 50 oents a seat, 
thore were the stock coapaniee that did everything from 
Shakespeare and Unole Tom's Cabin to Ben flur and the Black 
Crook. I will return to the subjeot of theatrical entortain- 
ment and not go too far astray from my attempt to draw a 
pioture of the development of my sooial life. 

There was oard playing, mostly by non. Uomon occa¬ 
sionally Joined them in gamos of lotto. Bell and Hammer, 
even penny-onto poker. On wintor evenings, neighbors would 
gather for a sooiable gaao of "draw." I received my diploma 

in tho art after a two-year observation period at my boardlng- 
house. 














Then 
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Folks got up at an early hour. Business oponed at 
eight or before, and these evening sessions rarely lasted be¬ 
yond 11 o'olook. While in the beginning I was only an onlook¬ 
er in the play, I became a full participant in the AW (auf 

• « 

wartung, l.e. refreshments) that followed. What ha3 bcoons 
of the good digestion with which the generation of that day 
was blessed? In our household we always had a roady nucleus 
for a game and it was convenient for our neighbors to roach 
us by fire-esoape or a whistle from across the street. 






























































































































The lodges with eiok, death, and sooial benefits 
attracted many people. 






























Literary clubs, chess clubs, musical 
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latar years I regretted my inflexible etan<l sinoo I boro 
great admiration for those who religiously praotico the 

fine tenets of their Orders. 

While I was not a "Joiner" in the popular sonso of 

the word, I beoame affiliated with the Montefioro Homo on 

my 21st birthday and later on with the Infants* League of 
the Hebrew Orphan Asylum, the Sheltering Guardian Society, 
and the Young Folks’ League Hodoph Sholom. Most of theoo 

were absorbed by tho Federation at its founding. 

From time to time friends asked me to let them pro¬ 
pose me to their respective social olubs. I happened to 
have been bom in the "approved geographical zone," and moot 
of the sponsors proudly stressed the South German origin of 
the memberships. When I had partly lived down tho resentment 
I felt by this Infamous discrimination, I told one would-be 
sponsor that I would Join his olub on condition that two 
others in our group of four oouples would be invited to mem¬ 
bership. He frankly stated his doubts as to their eligibility 
for tho reason that the paternal grandfather of L* came from 
Posen to the United States. This man was here in the days 
of the California Gold Rush and took part in it. L’s parents 
were both American natives, so was his wifo and from Bavarian 
Jewish extraction, but all this did not make L. blutroin. 

The oase of I.L., the other pal, was similarly 
vicious. In later years conditions made it necessary for 
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stringent rales of admission. 

frequent guest at 

missed say of the speolal o-ifor- 

tine for the things I 
golfing as ny noxt chapter 




these dubs to moderate theeo 


have forgiven them and have been a 




I have never 


those olubs. 
lngs 

llhe better than oard ploying or 


of these sooieties and had more 


will show. 


I mast return to my relationship to 

1. inherited 




At this point 


that were my first pals hero. 

unole and also held a position that nan 


the three boys 
eome money from an 
more remunerative 

coney to opond, he gradually drifted away from no. 

terms with him but rarely net him. 

from life to life, leaving his rife, the hospitable 


• I 




17ith go re 


than those of the rest of us. 


V.'o ro- 


Hc has 


mained on friendly 
now gone 

eweetheart of our quartette days. 


children, but a very 




substantial estate. 

The second one, 3., 


the strong man, athlete, enter- 
muscle manipulation, leaning to sports 


tainer in the art of 
from prise fights to horse raolng, went the way of so many 


web of circumstances that 


gamblers and became enmeshed In a 
made it advisable for 
deportation 


hlB uncle to arrange his forced private 


to his father’s home in Germany. 

returned to New York, paid up his debts 

re-enployod by his former 




He later 


amounting to several thousands, was 


of the gambling table dragged him down 


firm, but the lure 

He left the States, 


worked hard and well in England 


again. 
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manufacturing business In London. 

for several years before 
account of my firm stand in 


and built up a very large 

strained between us 






Relatione vero 




This was on 


his departure. 






collecting a money debt due me. 

long after, I received a 
















package from him 




One day. 










half-dozen neokties, his own product, with a 

his Blnocreat 








containing a 
taessego stating 
friends* 
purchase 






that he still counts me' among 

in 1940 when he cone 




to New York to 








He vi8lted me 
materials replacing 






cuoh that had been banned under 

Ho has children and 




boycott against Nazi German coods. 
grandchildren 


the 




high-ranking English citiacn. 




and now is a 

association with him acted in the reverse 


My early 

and is perhaps responsible for ny 
have never attended a 
on ny visits 
style information than 

In the 






aversion to gambling. 


Such indulgence 
by the search for 


horse race in America. 




to Paris was prompted more 




to lie thrilled hy the racc3. 

matter of prize fl£hto. I heozao lmnone to 

S. took mo to a bout in 










fever at my first attendance. 




the 




Battling Levitsky and another* 




Bowory theater, betweon 






a 


little tine had 




v fo eat in the balcony. 


This was about 1095. 
elapsed when I 






kno okout s o newhe re• 
Hhen Levitsky’s oppo- 




felt there was going to bo 








but not on the platform. 


It happened, 

nent drew blood, I caw it 




first and nothing again until I 












whiskey end 
I never again went to a 








in the foyer, coughing up some 


opened my eyee 
gasping 

prizefight. 














for the pure Bowery air. 
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the moet conservative of the four* stayed out 

An innate shyness, especially 


l 


H., 




> 




of some of our activities, 
in the presence of women, frightened him away from cone of 












His early progress in business won slow. 




our oocapados* 






shoestring oapltal advanced by an uncle, ho started, 

German Jewish chemist, the manufacture 

From a humble beginning, by close 


With a 
together with a young 

of essential flavors. 












faculty to win the confidence of 

In later years the 


i 


application, thrift, and. a 
others, he built up a fine business. 








reputation of his trademark brought many flattering 




fine 

bids for his business and finally, in the 50th year of i ^ 
existence, one that was irresistiblo, which he accoptod. 


« 


Throughout tho years we have remained oloso friends 

and now that both of us have Joined the brigade of park- 
bench loafers, we get together at least once a week, 
rainy days we match our wits in non-aloohollc gin rummy for 
a stake, the annual total of which would not even buy one 
bottle of the good stuff that has lent its name to the game. 

It is sunshine all the time whon R. and I moot. 
Kutual respect, honest and slnoere interest in one another, 

have built a rook of friendship that will never crumble but 
will stand out as a monument of a life-long relationship 

free from hypocrisy, solidly founded on the base of truth and 

Be it the will of the Almighty, that surrounded 




On 








} 


















? 


i 


I 






affection. 

by our dear ones, wo may march together in the beauty of our 
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setting sun to the horizon and the sphere where true friend¬ 
ship lives unto eternity. . 

I must record a apeoial one of the well-budgoted 




































outings of the quartette in the days of tho shedding of our 

The Manhattan Beaoh 








It was the Fourth of July. 


green horns. 

Hotel with a dining veranda seating 2000 people, was the pole 
























to whioh the upper orust of society was attracted, 
races at Srlghton were the gala event of the day, similar to 
the Grand Prix or Drogue at longchamps or Autcuil. 
to the more plebeian bioyole races at Sheepshead Eay and 

managed to reach the Hotel by five P.M. 

We lost our appetitos when we road the figures on 

Che head waiter, beating time to our misery with 


Horne 


























YJo wont 












! 
















the menu. 

his penoil against his order pad, unsuccessfully recommended 
the sort of dishes that whetted our appetites. 














Wo had visions 












I spoke 


of raok and rain ahead of us to our next pay-day. 

first and in trembling voice ordered two soft-boiled cggB, 














tip 








Fried 


giving the leit-motif to the party’s chorus of orders. 

scrambled — hard-boiled — rose to a orescondo. 
of champagne, we ordered two bottles of beer to drown our 

That done, we settled down to watch the rolling 






Instead 










sorrows. 


surf, ignoring the anxious look of the head waiter who nerv¬ 
ously watohed the hands of the clock moving to a pcrpondicular. 

Thousands 


It was six o’olock; the races were over, 
streamed to the veranda, shaking hands lined with greenbacks 
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Hundreds stood around, and our 


with the head waiters, 
table, oleared of all but a few renants of beer, was 
picked as a hopeful spot by the standees.. Among them was 

gentleman who lost out in the eoramble when we finally 

He was the owner of a Brooklyn store, and 




I 










rose to go. 


later I beoame a salesman, I oalled on 
After my speeoh of introduotlon, he asked 


when three years 


this strongor. 

the unusual Question: «v/hero were you on July 4th, 1892?" 


I ooald not readily answer but he told me, — "On the 

I an not sure whether he 


i 


Manhattan Beach Hotel veranda." 


beoause I rarely had any chance to do 


ever forgave me 
business with him. 


f 


» 




» 


* 


t 


The two had 


About 1896, I met A«H. through S.R. 
struck up a spontaneous friendship as brothers in misery 


* 




.1 


V 


eelling trip, the one trying to.sell men's neokwoar. 

The faot that A.H. came from 




on a 

the other, tinsel fabrlos. 
havaria made him readily eligible as a member of our "cx- 


J 








3 




» 


He oalled on the theatrical trade and 




elusive" group. 






I 


frequently had passes for efaows and even tho opera. 

A»H. somehow became more intimate with me than with 

I was a steady house guest at his brother's 

Our tastes for the arts wore more de 


1 


« 






« 










•• 


* 


tho others. 




I 








home where he lived, 
veloped than those of the others, end we have held together 

In 1926, when I retired from the millinery 


I 


I 


4 


• I 


I 












• i - to this day. 


« 






I entered the employ of hie fins# a matter that 


» 




business. 






I 


f. 
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greater length when I will oorer those 








I will refer to at 














* 




years. 












Lite myself* A.H. oonll alee wear hi. elJer 

sometimes paraded 

midtown Fifth Avenue on 














brother's good olothes and together we 
in them on upper Seventh Avenue or 
Sunday aftemoons. 

Herman's ooat and pants were fitting 
Molf, lilce a measured gl°ye. 

But my brother's hat was sitting 
Sort of loosely up above. 
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Brushed and slicked we went parading. 
Hone could say that we were flops. 

On the Avenue, crusading ~ 
sohma Benil I fool some dropsl 

People rushing for a shelter. 
Standing under this and tnax* 

In this sudden holter-o&ol.or, 

I had lost my brother’s hat# 
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CHAPTER lilt CULTURAL LIFE 








I hare previously referred to the influenoe 
my cultural life through my association with the Michel 

It8 artistio temperament was most directly 

pressed in the poetry of Frod, written chiefly in German. 

Some occasional gems in Alsatian dialeot were unique in 

construction and portrayed the simplicity of wholesome, 

natural life much in the Banner of Heine, Schubert, Beeth¬ 
oven, Millet and others. 


on 




family. 














Fred was super-sensitive and often sad and de- 
He should have been subsidized, to be released 


pressed. 


from the necessity of making a living, to plunge into the 

realm of his dreams and to ride on his Pegasus to the Utopia 
that only souls like his om visualize. 




He vras never married 






and as far as I know, never had been in love with any special 

• He worshipped his mother and one sister and frequent¬ 
ly clashed with the other, a matter that I and others could 
readily understand. 

prosaic millinery business. 




WO 




Nece8Sity and accident led him to the 

As I recall his creations* 








none of the art of his soul ever entered into the disharmony 
of his hats. 


When he felt the labor-pangs of a verse about 
to be bora, no buyer nor profit could distract him. 


I 


U 9 


His personal requirements were very modest but he 
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showered attentions on hia mother, sis tor and friends. 

» * 

He had a special gift for making the acquaintance 
musicians and artists of all description. 


















of writers* 
Xaintz* Sonnon- 


* 






















thal, Frau Sormn, and many visiting German artists 
his hospitality. 














acoopted 














I was a regular fellowguost at these 
.amotions and I envied those artists not only for their 

God-given talents but also for their good appetites. 
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I must tell of an inoident occurring at 










one of 










these soirees. 




I held conversation with a middle-aged 
gentleman who was the imsgo of Emperor William 
grandfather of William II of World 


























I of Prussia, 










ar I and Boom exile 


Ti¬ 


ll 














fame. His side whiskers, his Prussian 
induced me to ask him whether 

tlon to his resemblance to the old Kaise 




appearance and manner 
anyone had ever called atten- 

To this he 










































r. 






answered! "Yes, frequently." 






Our host overheard this 
oast looks of warning at me that I could not understand. 
At the first opportunity, the host informed 








and 












































me that our be- 














’ . ? 




whiskered fellow-guest was one of the imperial 

marital relationship of the Reich Ruler withFrau Vioreck, 
a oelebratod German tragedienne of the 

guests of theovenlng was Vierook* 










sons by extra- 


































•60*8. 


Among the 

a precocious eon, Sylvester, 

now well remembered for his connection with Nazi activities 
and convioted on charges of sedition. 






























































NT; 




















I have previously reforred to 






my very limited 

musical eduoation and its abrupt and tragic ending. 


























Instruction 
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olencntary forms 


the 


nging 


an! a good memory for the musio ground 


tho hurdy-gurdies that oarao to my homo town, prepared me 


for appreciation of this art. 


In the first weeks of 


resldanoe in Her; 


my brothers 


Sunday Right 3ymphony 


at Lenox Lyceum located at Uadi son Avonuo and 58th Street. 


At that time tho operetta "Lor Vogelhandler" ("The Tyroleans) 


Irving 


Hightingalo 


therein, after five or six encores, was indelibly impressed 


memory 


of tho performance. My brothers 


with some pride a3kcd ns to sing this song for their frionda. 


whom 


my auditors at ny Bar Mitzvch, thought 


e. e 


an was being misled into & oommercial oareor 


Grand Opera in Rcw York had boon suoponded 


timo, duo to largo deficits in tho past. 


farces 


German and English held sway. Even durirw tho summer thora 


rfornances 


and my oontomporario 


call with much pleaouro tho presentations of "Per Armo 


Jonathan, 11 "Girofle-Girofla," "The Daughter of 


lmcnt 


Esttelstudont" and others at Torraoe Gardens, 5Gth street 


and Third Avenue, and at Eldorado Park in the Palisades 


V/oehawkcn. 


musioal tastes, the chow 


Street and 


Turn 


Verein at 67th Street and Third Avenue, and Atlaatio Garden 




• 1 


* I 






in tho Bowory, wore offered without oharge of afimlesion or 
oven a dictatod minimum of spending. The purohase of a 

five-oent glass of beer was your pass, and unless the waiter 
and bus-boy conspired against you by glanoea of oontempt and 
periodical table-wiping, you had to spend no more. At a 
noar-stago table at Atlantlo Garden on a Saturday night, one 
could feast his eye3 on the boauty of a girls* orchestra 
and quench one's physical thirst and hunger with two glasses 

of beor and a throo-cent Salzstange (quantity prioe of 

"throe for ton"). 

Tho Turn Verelno and Liannerohore all posed as pro¬ 
moters of art and literature but in reality were Sauf and 
Frooo assemblies, and while they nover appealed to me, they 
too, contributed in a way to my liberal eduoatlon. 

Among tho Goraan-Americans of that day one also met 
tho liberals, the Carl Sohurz and Steubon type and a sprink¬ 
ling of tho 48-ers that found in the United states, refuge 
and shelter from the oppressive governments of Central Europe 

Prod M. was honorary member in many of these German 
sooioties, this distinction having been conferred on him by 
reason of hi a willingness to appear as exponent of German 
poetry. It is through him that I mingled with these groups. 
In a limited moasuro, I too, had. the Alsatians' aversion to 

many thixg3 typically German or rather of the "super hooh- 

dcutsoh" brand. 
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Even more eo than Frol, a Dr. B. wa 8 the pilot in 
07 diversified expeditions and explorations of Gorman-Aoeri 
culture. He v:aa native horn, of Geraan parents, a medical 

doctor liko hia father boforo him, trainod in both Amorioan 
and Goroca uaivor 3 ltios. 
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Ho was physioian to some of the 
leading Hotropolitan Opora singers as well as to other 
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artlot 3 and writers. Ho was a mixture of literary, artlstio, 
and medical genius, a baoholor of great charm who delighted 
in taking us slumming in tho haunts of tho Bohemians. 

e.on-.ng starring at eight P.H. at the play, opera or concert, 

through the Arena (Husohonholm’s Restaurant) 
at oiovea P.LI 
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or Luohow’a 






















. 




a poor artist’s studio at one A.M 




•» 


would 

sometimes wind up in a Third Avenue armchair Coffoo-Pot, 
whore 3 treet oar aotoraan had their early morning lunoh. 
prcferonco in these escapades wa 3 for the evenings at the 
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Dr. B. had season passes and wo who wore identified 
readily onjoyod tho ccurtosios of tho 


opora. 








with him 






management. 

-sroa Vordi, Gounod, Bizot, and tfeyerbeor, I was 




I !'Hill 
























lod through tho lVagnerian works by oompetoat guides. 


Lillie 

Lehmann, Eordica, Ecaoo, Honor, Gadsky, Calve, llelba, Iren- 
tlni, Jean and Eduard da Raazko, Planoon, Emil Fisohor, 


















1jaa Heoy, Jan Dyko, Haurol and othoro were the favorites 

in those pro-Caruso-Scotti-Farrar days. 






* 














Anton Soldi as conductor and Heinrich Conried 
director, stimulated tha interest in Wagnerian 
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works. There 
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rero revivals of "Siegfried,"’’ 
lator "Parsifal." 




Tristan and Isolde," and 
"Parsifal" was given in tho Bayreuth 

an lntormleslon for 








































fashion, starting at five P.M. with 
























dinner after Aot One. 


Resumption with Aot Two at nine 








p.ir. 


; 








A trumpeter's blast outside the 












opera house announoed tho 

the our tain was 
















opening, and no ono was admitted after 


TiV ft I 

l;: ! 


. i 


up. 






f •: i 


This "infringement" 






on tho Eayreuth style infuriated 












Coslma, 
















tho widow of Rlohard V/ogner. 








. 
















•'Tristan and Isolde" fcocame 
miosod a perforaanco of it. 
"Gottordammorung" until 12s30 A.I£ 




my favorite and I 






never 


M a 




• i i. 






Standing up through it, or a 

• was no hardship for ne. 


in 
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Like cultivating a taste for bananas, oysters, 
so did I refine my musical gout from the 

Garden faro, through Wagner and Rlohard Strauss to tho Baoh, 
Beethoven, Brahms, and Schumann oroations. 
















or olives, 

Folaenkoller-Atlantio 
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It is a long 

road from the hurdy-gurdy of the "Hintergasae" in Ingwiller 
to Camogio nail in How York. 
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On the byways of artlstio wanderings, wo pioked up 
eovoral young art students, all poor but talented. 




























Some of ' 
















them boonr.a winners of tho Prlx de 


Rome and gained groat 

now frequently mentioned 
We are the proud owners of 
, the "Fish Poddlor" by snr^ 

a girl’s head by Ivan G. Olinsky 

Olinsky in the strug- 
ongaged as a mods! Evelyn 














fame in lator years. 




Their nones are 


































as Judges in art exhibitions. 

T 7 ork 3 by two of them,- 

nowr deceased, tho other 

of our present day celebrated artiste, 
glicg days of his oareer often 




























one 






; nrti 




y.'eios. 
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yoaro tho wire or Harry 


Thaw, notorious 


through tho White murder case. 


Haurice Stern, Ivalenko, Karrunkol and othor no 
famous names wore in that group of poor young artists. 

I recall with great pleasure my contact through 


Emanuel Roioher 


rcgioseur or modern plays 


t\oichar was exiled from Germany ror h 
Hauptmanns "Dio Weber" ("The Weavers 


This play 


rcaotionari 


that day the 


donounood 


as socialistic and disgraceful, agitating tho massos to 
riotous rebellion. In Hew Yorh, Roichor produced several 
Ibsen plays, especially "The Ghosts," "The Doll's House,•• and 
«:aein Eyolf" all sensational events shunned bv "rssni.ot.M- 


eocioty.* 4 Heawig 
in many Hollywood 
famous rather. 


rana, tho children of Emanuel, appeared 
otlons, rerieoting oredlt on their 


hy olose association with this mixed group or 
f mxiy tea Poraaonta and varying stations was on 


unusual opportunity ror ono who had little 


contributo 


appreciation or their talent and sympathetic 


encouragement in their ©rforto. 


on 


uncertainty of their moose ana tho loci of security gainst 


incapacity by illness, accident 


age 


spar- 


icon unto secure with my email fixed salary. yy exposure to 
tno viewpoint of thoeo droaaoro and Idealist, nay in a measure 












than that In all my other ways, customs and habits of living. 


I 








I Game to America fully prepared to loooon the fetters of 


rigorous orthodoxy and even to shed muoh of the eoolesiastical 
regalia# both material and spiritual# that ofttimos stifle 
our consciousness of being a part of a Divine Universe. 

Kj parents understood that industrial life in Hew York 
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was ouch that Sabbath observance would be a groat handicap 
in tho securing of eaploymont. 
























In the spirit that "in Rome 
one must do as the Romans do# u they booome quito reconciled 
to their cons* more liberal form of roliglon. 
had to be abandoned# short morning and evening prayers would 


































If all else 


























suffico. 


















They knew about the advance that Reform Judaism had 
made here, but to them that only meant the removal of hats 
in tho synagogue# the introduction of organ and ohoir at 
services, and the use of Gorman and English translations of 
prayers. Tho Festivals and Holy Day's must, however# be kept. 

Odd as it may soon# while I roadily took the step 
forward in tho mattor of reformed ceremonies# my abandonment 
of tho dietary laws was more gradual. It took many months 

u 

bofore I had the courage to eat ham or pork. This oan probably 
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be explained by the faot that the observance of the old 
dietary laws was not exactly on unpleasant matter. However# 
ham# hidden between two siloes of bread in a sandwich, was 
easier to sin with than tho odorous bacon, in spite of the 
fact that its flavor was not unlike that of gooso-griebon. 

And who would ask questions about the lusoious "roast veal" 
when ono is hungry? Could I holp it that it was not properly 
labolod "pork 11 on the lunch oounter? 

Stop by step# starting with great enthusiasm# I went 
through tho various stages of reform practice. I enjoyod 
tho beautiful services in the Temple in Hewark where I spent 
all of my Holy Days. I attended services from time to time 
at Temples Both-SI, Rodeph-Sholora, Emanuel, and others in 
Hew York. I booame affiliated with the Young Folks* League 
of Rodoph-Sholom but oould not afford the oharges for member- 
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ship la the oongrogation. 

I had on unploasant experience in one of the above- 
named temples on a Sunday morning when, durlpg a young bllz 
sard# I was among tho 50 or 60 people who ventured out to 

An arrogant head usher insisted that non 

This brought mo to tho 
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attond csrvioos. 






















members must take scats upstairs, 
realization of a laok of democracy in congregations# that 
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socaod to bo quite general. 

f • 

Lly attention was oallod to other religious services 
that were likely to appeal to me. Having broken loose from 
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the fundamental form of religious practice, hopeful of 

# . , ^ % 

finding a field for sincere expression in the reformed syna¬ 
gogues, I was disappointed to discover that while many con¬ 
structive reforms had been made some years before by a long 

step forward, the movomont stood still and was on the tiholo 

as static as its forerannors. 

The Unitarian Churoh and the Ethical Culture Society 

had groat appoal to many liboral Christians and Jews* I 
visited both and was deeply impressed with thoir policies of 
practical religion, advooating moral integrity expressed in 
social Justice and sacrificial service* 

Ethical Culture servioos at Carnegie Hall wore well 

• • 

attended especially whon Dr. Felix Adlor or Dr. Hagnaserian 
filled the pulpit. I not howovor in the Ethical Culture 
Society, many J ewich oooapista whooe Jowish inferiority 
complex led them to think that there wae a good opportunity 
to male a subtle exit without appearing to be a convert. 
Heithor founders nor thoir prlnoiples ever Justified such an 

attitude. 

I also frequently attended Sunday morning services 

at the Unitarian Church on Lenox Avenue and 121st Stroet. 

• » 

Dr. tterlo St.Croix Wright, it3 loader, had a substantial and 

loyal following. Soon I was invited to round-supper-table 

discussions and took part in them. This was in the late *90*s 
and the first years of the current century. 


After I was married in 1902, I felt that I should 
have Jewish congregational affiliation. It was dlffioult for 
mo to find the organization that measured up to my wishes of 

I • ^ f 

finding a synagogue where rioh and poor could pray to their 
common Father in an atmosphere of equality and demooraoy. 

L'y little daughter, as soon as she oould talk, asked 
questions about God — why are there poor children — why 

Christiana and Jews? 

In 1907, the Free Synagogue was founded by Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise. There w&a much oritlolsm and many were the 
misstatements from his reactionary adversaries. Convinood 
of the honesty af purpose and impressed with the thhioal 
principles of this Jewish congregation, I Joined it whole¬ 
heartedly in 1909. I will write more about this fortunate 
oi reruns tan co in a later ohaptor. I am grateful for the 
opportunity that ran mine to have been religiously and educa¬ 
tionally proparod to go through an evolution of ethical 
development, from whioh I have through the years and to this 
hour, gained the most preoious satisfaction. I must not bs 
Judged too harshly for my seeming vanity when I say that 
while I have little to bequeath to my ohlldren and my grand- 

I • 

children, I shall leave with them the pattern of a way of 
life as Jew and American that will reward me riohly and, I 
am sure, evoke from them their eternal respect and affeotlon. 
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CHAPTER XII: FIRST RETURU TRIP TO EUROPE 
















MY BETROTHAL 










t . 






I 








I beoame a oitlzon of the United Statos on January 12, 








1890. The examination and award woro by Justice Oiegerich 

# # 

of the Supreme Court of the Stato of L'cw York. Having arrived 














hero before I beoamo 17 year3 old# no first papers woro ro- 

Tho only requisition was a five-year residence in 








9 . 


quire d. 

the oountry and the attainment of the age of twonty-ono. 
Appearance for examination with the subsequent granting of 


























citizenship were set one wook apart. 

In Juno of the same year# equipped with the protect¬ 
ive passport of our State Department# I started on my first 

I sailed on the Hamburg-American 






















rctura via it to Europe* 




« 


linor rt Augucta-Vlotoria n then one of the nowest boats, on 

I benefited financially by a rato-war 












Thursday# June 15th. 
between the European steamship companies and secured first- 
cabin accommodations from Now York to Paris for £53. 
















One of my three roommates# on English gentleman# 
became aoquainted with the John Wano m akera who were ifj^rd 


















On the sooond day out# the Wanamakors 


with the ir daughter, 
organized a choir for tho planned Sunday ohuroh services. 






My singing lessons at the Gymnasium# as 
woll as my hide-out in the belfry of the ohuroh at Ingwlllor 


and I voluntcorod. 
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Mr. Wanamakor in appreciation of 




stood mo in good stoad. 
our scrvico, invited the choir to tea in his de luxe suite. 
Ily roommato and myself saw a groat deal of the family during 
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the remainder of the trip. 

Mr. V/onamakor had been Postmaster General of the 

United States and on landin'* at Cherbourg at about nine P.M 
special arrangements had been mads that ha and hi3 party 

4 

v.xuld be taken off tho steamer to the waiting tonder, ahead 
of tho other passengers. I wao one of tho party. (I enter 
this as ono of tho "Maoh Schabbos Davon" incidents of my life.) 

Tho Joy of this distinction was cruelly marred by 
what happened on the tender. Hand boggsgo had been piled up 
in a heap and I could not locate my moot important valise. 

All baggage had been olalmed by the respective ownoro. Hy 

steward was poaitivo that mino had been sent down from the 

* 

steamer# but no trace of it could be found* The speoial 
train for Paris v/as belie held and the conductor gave mo 
five minutes more leeway. Eurokal Thore was the odor from 
tho overripe pineapple that was tied to tho valise. We 

followed the soent and after much groping in tho dark, wo 
found the valise that had fallen down about three feet under 
a side bench on the tender. 

Wo arrived in Paris about eight a«M. on Friday# 

Juno 23rd. I stopped at tho Hotol Terminus. Paying my bill 
tho next evening# I discovered two fiotitious ohargos. One 
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for stationery# tho other for eolairego (oandlea). 








waa 
















explained that I did not order nor use either of theso #rtl- 

The charges stood. I returned 












oleo# but it was of no avail, 
to the roon and took along wi th mo both iterno. 
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I left Paris aftor dark on Saturday and reached 
Dcutcoh-Avrioourt, the frontier station, at six o'olook the 




























All out for customs inspection and verlfica- 

The gendarme at tho gate waa not interest- 


next morning, 
tion of passports, 
ed in my American passport end demanded to see tho exit papers 

issuod to ms by the Gorman government before the tins of my 
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I presented them. Before I reached my 


departure in 1891. 
horns town about 8:30 A.M., the local gondarme hod alroady 




















% 






















boon advised of my entry into the country and had Instructions 
to chook on the permit that was necessary for my stay at home. 

Recent application for a permit, made by my parents. 

Bo reason for this was given, but the gen- 
































had been donled. 
oral assumption was that prosperous-looking young men in 

thoir twenties would arouse tha envy of their contemporaries 
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who not so long before had returned from a one- to three-year 
term of military sorvioo and had further obligations as mem¬ 
bers of the Landsturm or Landv/ohr. 














Theso government regulations were for Alsace-Lorraine 

Denial of permission meant immediate departure 










exclusively, 
out of tho Reichsland. 
to me under more liberal rules. 








Any other part of Germany was open 

This situation put $alte a 
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damper on the Joy of my visit. 

On inquiry I found out that a Baron von Puttkammer 

tho Chiof of State, ranking after the Stadthalter 

I rocalled that Frau von Puttkammer waa a member 

Fred II. 
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was 

(Governor)• 

of tho Eralnla, a literary cooioty ab, Strasbourg, 
and I, through one Christian Sohmltt, librarian at tho 
University of Strasbourg, were American members, and from 

to time contributed poetry to tho monthly bulletin of 
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time 
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the Er.vinla. 






















Early next morning, my brother and I oalled on 


I II 
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Ho promptly arranged an interview for ua with Frau 

0 

who received us most graoiously and displayed 

Her 






Schmitt# 






























von Puttkammer, 
oinoero and sympathetic understanding of my dilemma. 
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husband wan absent la tho Capital at the tins but through 

sho arranged for my freedom of the 

The So ore tar# by long distance 




n 














“Unto rstaatcoeorotar, 

land for a six months' period, 
telephone sent instruotions to tho looal gondarme, who upon 

arrival at home that evening, met us at the railroad sta¬ 
tion and roopectfully and ooromoniously informed us of his 
ordors, assuring us of his wish to give me special proteotive 

Aftor a fow hours, and some drinks, he was more the 




an 
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our 






























































cars. 










to be protected, than tho protector. 

Hy folks wore very proud, showing off thoir Amsrioan 

tha boy who had left them eight years before, to return 
"a man of the world." Ey wardrobe was shown to the natives 
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in the nsaner and with a pride that a young bride's trousseau 










is exhibited. They oould hardly wait till Saturday to have 

in Shul in otripod trouaoro, outaway and silk hat. 
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no appear 

I suffered so ranch on that hot July day that I swore off 
























ailk hats forever. 
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I was called to the Torah, and contrary to looal 
custom to monblo through tho blessings with lightning speed, 
I chanted then, as I had dons at my Ear-Mitzvah, a matter 

ovoklng both admiration and contempt, 
who thought that tills ooronony was defunot in the Dew World; 
contempt from them who disliked tho unlike and would have 
rathsr heard me "schluv/or" (nutter) it as they do. 

A cavalcade of visitors, dressed in their best. 








































Admiration from them 
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paid its respects throughout the day. 

Only those who left their parental homes at teen-age 

and returned oight or more yoars later, can fully appreciate 
the inpreccions made by the ohanges in the old community. 

A railroad be- 
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Muoh progress had been male in these yoars. 
t’recn Strasbourg end Mots ran through our town so that a 
trip to Strasbourg oould be made in 35 minutes. 
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I emphasize 

this here for in my pro-Aaerloan days, the trip from my homo 

asbourg was considered so long and difficult that 
I never had seen that city until my first return visit. 

Elcotrioity, residential tolephone service, under¬ 
ground sewage, all had brought ssnsational ohanges in tho 




















town to 
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town that I knew oight yoars boforo. 






















There were some disillusions too, ohlefly in tho 
size of tho buildings and dimensions of spaoe that I had 
carried in my imagination. 
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I thought our market place 
tho else of Mew York 1 a lladieon Square, and our Main Streot 


was 
















! I :! 




















tho width of 3roadv:ay. 




Further disillusionment came with 
tho serving of some of my old-time favorite dishes, — not 
many, and thoy wore outnumbered tenfold by those that still 
rightly deserved tho oft-repeated praises of "the dishes 
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Mother used to malce." 

Impressions that X had formed in days when it 
not advisable to aoquaint mo of irregularities and soandala 

in tho lives of somo people that I had sat up as idols, were 
despoiled by facts that oould now bo told to 
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a grownup. 

This threw many of them off the high pedestal on which I had 


















































placed them in my youthful fantasy. 
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In my ab3onco of eight years, the population of 

our town changed considerably, 
of my ego remained. 
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Hardly any of the young men 




























Girls also had loft to take positions 
in tho cities or to marry men from other towns. 
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The new 

railroad brought additional govemmont employees and also 
cado our town attractive to people froa nearby villageo and 
isolated haaleto. Tho old pillars wore crumbling and many 

had gons to thoir last reward. 
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Irma, our only sister, was not quite ton when I 
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loft homo* 


Shllo weokly correspondence# hoaroay and 
clonal photographs had, stop by stop, shown her mental and 




oooa- 




























phycioal growth, it was a delight to lay eyes on this beauti¬ 
ful, mature and wholosoae young woman. 
































A yoar 9 8 rooidonoo 














with a cou3in at St.Die, Franco, togother with innato 
and poieo, had lifted hor out of tho 












taot 

narrow, small-town way 

and viewpoint to an understanding of life that mad© 
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me vor7 
















proud of her. 
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ily siator of oightoon was well grown, good looking, 
accomplished in many of tho feminina arts, had a ploasant 
spooking and singing voioa, and above all 

i "" ,i dc/o.ion uO family, friond3, and high onuses, 
respected end admired her. 
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a sense of duty 

Everybody 
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ihe question of bringing her and ay parents to this 
country, a matter that 

advisable, loomed large in my mind. 














some yeara before was considered in 












Our parents then wore 
63 and 53 years of ago respectively, and the transplanting 

of them from the GLmplo life they knew to that of 


































How York, 
oonsideration. 


















seemed risky and required sane and objective 
The matter was again diemlaaed. 

Four years later, Irma married 


































a fino young French¬ 
man, and with tho exception of having had to witness 




















two 














world wars at close range, had a very fine life, 
chapter, I will go into more detail about this. 

ily sister, my brother Xucien and i made 




In a later 
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several 
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trips togothor, visiting relatives, 
was one to Frankfurt a.IT. where the widow 
of our fathor*3 late uncle rooided. 
cantor at tho Roth30hild Sohule in Frankfurt. 
European brar.cho3 of the family had 
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ITomorable among these 
























# son and daughter 
Undo Uhry hod boon 
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The two 
A daughter 

Ifua Uhry Plaut, had been located by us in L'oriden, Conneoti 




















never met. 
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cut. 
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ITy parents hung on every word I spoke, 
procsod my father moat wao the faot that 






What im- 












we, dreasod-up 
lie brought in and 

• A 

cue tomero# and ho regaled 
himself end them having me atate my working sohodule from 
7:o0 to 6:20 with fifteen minutes to grab 

- ‘i3 In a land whore the dinner hour is from 12 to 2. 












Americans, worked hard and long hours, 
took me to a great many of his 
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a little lunch. 






































































Ho th e r 








, especially when she was alone with 




mo, taot- 
my relations 
was consistent in that 
an adoring mother and 
In many subtle ways, she tried to 
Bhttor of self-apprai3al as to dowries, 
ly put a high asking price on her "porfeot precious," 
lowed, cub-rosa, by a muoh lower bid, - 

v5,000 anyhow. 














icily led the conversation to tho subject of 
with tho fair sex. 
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I was ao frank 

day in the relationship between 






as 
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cvcrago good con. 












stimulate 
I Joking- 
fol- 






































































$ 100 , 000 , 






no? 


























well. 
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Jewish people count with Joy the days from 
second day of Passover to Shovuoth. 
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In the same manner# but 
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with understandable sorrow, parents counted the days to 
the one sot for the doparturo of their visiting sons* Hero 
again, religion oorvoo as a comforting staff* Gratitude 
for God's gifts and faith that the future holds many bless¬ 
ings for the God-foarlng. 

Aftor a stay of four weeks, I startod on my return 
trip, stopping at Paris. I had previously picked up trinkets 
to bring hack to my friends but had about 60 more gifts to 

I did this in one morning at the Kagasin du Louvre. 

I called on the French Llnor "La Tourraine" from 
Lo Havro. Tho rate-war was still on and I paid $55 for a 
first-cabin room for my oxolualve occupation. 

I arrived in Hew York in early August, well rested, 

nigh broke, but satiofiod. V.’hon I saw tho oolleotion of 

"Tinncff" (Junk gifts) that I hurriedly acquired in Paria, 

/ 

Frankfurt and Strasbourg, I loot courago in distributing 
them. Replacement of many of the items further woakenod the 
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buy. 
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toppling foundations of my finanoial structure. Throughout 
my life I have boon a quick buyer, but a lucky star or some 
good spirit has caved me from total ruin. 

So back to work with increased ambition 






















































On to 
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higher goalsl 
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Tho marriage of my brother Uolse to Rose Lazarus 




























of Cincinnati, in tho following year brought an important 

ivo both had lived with the Geismars, 
































change in my horns life. 
























































































4 








* 


















































254 






' 


















:» 




















Moiso traveled quite some and we 


Rose's uncle and aunt, 
dooldod that I should make my home with the young couple. 

we livod in what was then olassed as a modern apart- 
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The little family 


msnt at Seventh Avonuo and 110th Street. 

Aftor a few months, Rose's brother came with 
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grew rapidly. 

us; whoa Lucicn, her first-born, arrived, wo moved to larger 


21 1 
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quarters in tho King's Court Apartmonts at Madison Avonue 
and 87th Street. I was very happy in my new home. Living 
in this atmosphere of nuptial bliss stimulated my desire for 

the founding of a homo and fcully of my own. 

Among the many girls of my acquaintance, none attract¬ 
ed mo in the way that did she, who beoame the sharer of the 

She la Lillian, the little eirl 
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lifo that I B03t v;i3hod for# 
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of barely elcht who had looked for tho "groen horns" on me 

It was on tho evening of Wednesday, June 19, 
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ten years before. 

1901, whon I laid bare my innermost feolinga, and we beoame 
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secretly engaged, subject to approval of her parents whioh 

both of us rightly took for granted. 

A watchful mother with a fine Intuition sensed an 

unusual change of mood in her daughter and oommented one night 
tho fact that wo had spent three evenings together that 
week and that it was nearly midnight when wo parted on that 

Impulsive, honest Lillian unburdened her heart. 
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on 
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evening. 

There were tears of joy and. ready evidenoe that my call on 
Papa, planned for tho folio \aing evening, would not be the 
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h.iv.-inaing ordeal that most Romooa had. to go through. 

I was spared passing muster by aunts, unolcu and 
Daring uy ten years of olooo association with tho 

There seemed to be almost 
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cousins. 
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Tamily» I had mot thorn all. 
unanimous consent, however, with ono dissenter who could 
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not understand why his sister should marry a ‘'foreigner." 
This gentleman'8 consistency of being at the wrong ond or, 
a 3 Louis Mann, the actor, called it "always against," 
proved the porfeotion of this most fortunate turn of events. 

There was no more sooreoy to our engagement, when 
during tho summer I made tho "long trip" to East Windham 
in tho Catckill Mountains for a woekend visit with the 
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Koosberg family. 


























I could novor find a good reason for cooroey in 

Normally, those moot concerned 
feel like shouting tho news of their happy stato from the 

The only explanation £ can find is tho foeling 
of uncertainty or lukewarm approval of some tyrannioal dic¬ 
tator in tho family. 

In April 1902, a formal announcement was made, and 
tho conventional engagement recaption was held at the Hess- 
berg homo on the 13th of that month. 

With the approaoh of our marriage, my ambition to 








the matter of betrothals. 
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While my 


establish myself in uy own business roue high- 
position with my brother's firm was then ono of more than 










































































3 












256 












> 
















|! : 

>' . r ! 












avoraso promise# tho proopoot of belns tho •third, whool" 

My final dooioion 

V 7-3 cpol on by a ohango of attitude in my brother# caused 

t 

by the malicious undorhanded work of the above mentioned 
















• in a email business did not satisfy mo* 
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solf-seeking fellow employee, also the venom from the tongue 

in-law of my brother, tho mother of several 
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of a woman, an 
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daughters whose designs wero npnot by my own matrimonial plans. 

I investigated many proopeots within the soop;f of 

I was sura of two things. 


I 










! 














i 


my email capital rocourcos* 
that I would not become my brother's competitor, nor would 
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I enter a very small ©stabilised millinery business that had 

offered ms a partnership* 

I wao short of capital but had a super-abundanoe of 
Tho manufacture of women's hat3 had its advantages 
for ora with little money and, like a dove flying into tho 
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advloo. 




i 






















t 
















flame# I booamo a partner in the millinary venture so persist 

I invested £4000# half of whioh I 






























ently rocommended to mo. 

had borrawod from my brother Moise. 

Our wedding day was sot for November 25, 1902. 
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About 125 friend 3 wore Invited to the ceremony and dinner 
at Ttucodo Hall, located at Madison Avenue and 59th Street. 
The Rev. Bernard C. Eherenreich and his fiancee were our 

The Rabbi did a fine Job, one of the few 
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intimate friends, 
things wo ovor got for nothing that was good and wore well. 

A few days of honeymooning in Washington, D.C., 
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and back to Ecu York to our el x-room apartment at 

• t ♦ 

61 V»C3t 114th Street, and to work at my now business 
at 9 and Division Street, on December 1, 1902. • 
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CHAPTER IIII* FIRST YEARS OF MARRIAGE 


























Our marriage union rested on a do lid foundation of 

% 

mutual love and understanding. Both of us fully realized 
the responsibilities we co willingly accepted, also the 
moments of anxiety and grave dooision that arise more or 
loss in everyone's life. A common viewpoint on the essen¬ 
tials of life, natohing interests, and an innate aonso of 
integrity male for a happy and tiholesone bond. 

I havo emphasized the six-room apartment we ohose 
as our first homo, permitting the expansion of the family, 
and wo were happy beyond bounds soon to discover the symptoms 
of a coming Joyful ovont. 

Tho sunshine of our hqppy months however, soon 

became dimmod by a feeling on my part of an Indisposition 
which beoamo quite acute while I was on a business trip in 
New England. I returaod home one Friday evening, went to 
work on Saturday, had chills on Sunday, self-diagnosed my 

ailmont as a touch of malaria, oollapsed at work on Monday 

afternoon. 
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It was the eve of Rosh-Hashonah. 




We were expected 
at the Hocoborg home for dinner, and I met Lillian there. 




















































I was taken homo from there with 104 temperature. After the 
doctor's examination, I silently changed my diagnosis to 
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ThiB was oonfirmed at a oonoulta- 

The dootors didn’t toll 




that of typhoid fever, 
tioa of doctoro the noxt morning. 

hut I told them what was wrong with ice. 




















DO $ 




too ill to he moved, to a hospital, hut two, 

two orderlies (men to lift 


I was 














and on cane days, three nurses, 

* in and out of ico haths) three or four daily oalls hy 
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the doctor $ si ci- room paraphernalia and all# transformed 

our home into a private hospital ward* 

The doctors called it a beautiful caso# everything 

Tlio nurses wore proud of their charts 


































running on schedule • 
that looked 11 ho geographical skotohe3 of mountains. 




But 












all 1 3 well that ends well. 

Lillian's nothor, the raroot of all mothora, with 
























divine spirit of saorlfioe and devotion, had taken over 

Her ooncern for our little family 




















the helm of tho household. 

cuoh that in 1905 wo deoided to merge our homos, and we 
rented a largo house at 311 \7eet 138th Street. 

Our young business managed to survive. 
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1 friend 














Ifter ton weeks’ ahsonce. 


of my partner lent a helping hand. 

I was hack in harness and soon after I went on an extensive 


















celling trip through tho liiddle Kest. 

Baby was expected in Uarch. 
coaplioations and more anxious days, 
us again and wc sailed along in calm waters, with an occa¬ 
sional ripple in tho form of children’s diseases, until our 










There were unexpected 
Tho good Lord was v/ith 
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little daughter, then fivo years old, contracted measles, 

affecting her ears, resulting in mastoiditis. 

I mu 3 t at this point offset these troublous aooounts 

tolling of the many Joyful inoidonts that aocompany mar- 

riod life, parenthood and tho founding of a home. 

Cur little daughter was horn before midnight on the 

V»o named ha r Luoilo Helene and gave 
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ICth of Maroh, 1904. 
her the Hebrew name of llerlo, whioh had toon that of her 
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Evon the unrelated wore 




paternal great-grandmother Uhr/• 

agreement with the family that she was a beautiful baby. 
Grandma aleo said she v?a3 tho beat-behaved baby, and grandma 
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oon 3 tant attondant during tho first month. 


! \\ 






knew, after boing a 

This woll-oarnod reputation she almo3t ruined by 
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hor unusual bohavior on tho first night her grandma left 

apparent protect against something that was 

in the finesse on the part of baby’s new attendants. 

kunmod and howled; all to no avail. 

Good sense and tho futility of one 
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lacking 

r.o walked and walked; we 

Tho battle was a draw, 
little fighter opposing two giant paronts resulted in ooOploto 
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nder, as if by magio, on the next night. 

She dolighted the family, performing all the tricks 

* 

of normal babies, but most romarkable was her distinot utto 
ance of words and evon sentenoee long before she was one year 

Thic, despite tho faot that we had a maid with whom we 

hod to communioato by signs. 
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Annio Valck had cone hero from Slovakia and aid 
not speak a word of Erglioh nor any of tho languages that 
we could mako ourselves undorstood In. 
in her own lingo to baby. 

of us end beamed with Joy when oho oould take out her little 
princess in the royal buggy. 
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Che spoke and. sang 
Annio wa3 devoted to her and all 
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Cur flat wa3 throe flights up and carriage, bedding 

and baby had to bo transported to tho street twloo or three 
ticca a day. 
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All this was done without a murmur and in 
consideration of twolvo dollars a month and good troatnont. 

V.Tion Annie loft us after several years, her feelings 
hurt by the vicious gossip of a neighbor, oho spoke English, 
cooked uoll, and had ambition to tako piano lessons in her 

She kept in touch with us for a v/hllo, ronomber- 
ing baby’s birthdays and after some yoar3, married an Amorlcan 
gentleman in Springfiold, Hassaohusetts. 
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apuro tiizo. 
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o did not see her or hear from her for nearly 30 

On a Sunday in December, 1941, she surprised us by 
a visit at a tiro© when my wife was very ill. 

tho door boll and ths "atratger’ 1 a 3 kod for ilrs. Uhry. 

“lira. Uhry is lllj I am lira. Kewraan, her daughter." 
This said, Annie foil in onbraoe upon Luoile, exclaiming, 

Annio writes us and oalla on us occasionally 

She has becomo a progressive, fine American woman with great 
executive ability. 
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Luoilo answered 
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Luoile had groat ineginatlon. 


At age four, she had 
the "Sines, their 
Sieble a. Cooper 

and the Altmans" Are) she 
















oreated a fictional family of friends, 
daughter Sylvia, 
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their dootor Sam, lira. 

(Sicgel-Cooper Department Store) 
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hold telephone conversations 
of eooial functions 

We v;oro care that oho would 
loast become 






, afternoon teas and all sorts 
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. she impersonating all the characters. 
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grow up to wrlto flotion or at 
a good liar, but she missed in both. 

At age two, che asked "Allah" her favorite 
whothor she know her father and mothor. 






























doll 
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A strong attaohmont of grandparents to 

is nothing unusual. 

etructivo. 




grandchildren 












A readiness on tholr part to be 




I I 








of con- 






non-intortf©ring acoiotanoe to their 
somewhat rarer quality, but to include 
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young is a 
oven a son-in-law into 














ta0 their blessings and affection is 

Added, to this situation of 
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a Utopian state. 

congeniality were several practical 
advisability of the 


































x actors that cade for the 
t^ro households. 






merger of the 

The diffl- 














Baby needed open space for play. 

col.y of baby carriage transportation 




























oould be eliminated 

a private house with a baok yard. 


• I 








by our occupancy of 


We rented 
then a restricted district. 




a nine-room house at 311 


West l3Qth Street, 
This was in 1905 when the 
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domes- 

was a simple one. Apartment buildings had 
compare with the ooraforts obtainable from 






tic help situation 
little to offer to 
a house. I will not 
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go into tho detail of layout but 




I must 
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spook of our box-stoop. Folia oat on tholr stoops after 
dinner on cummer evenings. Visiting friends were reooived 
thcro, end it is easy to visualise how acquaintance among 

neighbors oamo about. 

At tills tics, 40 years after, we Btill keep in touoh 
with several of them. Xho tenanoy of tho neighborhood ohanged 
rapidly. Coming events had cast their shadows in more than 

one way. 

A3 advocates of public sohool training, we entered 
lucilo in a sohool at 133rd street near Eighth Avenue. Even 
our liberal attitude in tho matter of raolal differenco did 
not hold whon sociable, democratic Luoiio, instinctively 
seeking out the undordog, started to bring home intorraolal 
groups of playmates, a mattor frowned upon by our noighbora. 
This and other factors prompted ua to move sway from there to 
13G1 Uadicon Avonuo at 93th Stroot, in Hay, 1914. 

All in all, tho nine years spont in tho house in 
133th Street woro happy ones despite some sicknesses and opera¬ 
tions affcotlng every mcabor of the family, inolading our 
little son who was bora there on August 6, 1913. 

All is well that ends well even after a disturbed 
poaco of mind oaucod by ono horaia, two mastoid and tonsil 
operations, a second typhoid oaso, and a miraoulous esoapo 
from a third mastoid. Minor ailments ranging from scarlet 
moaclcs to whooping cough and collar bone and arm fraoturos. 


all o cmo rad 


wondor that our son since boy 


had dofinitoly ohoson a mediool career for himself? 


complaint 


am not enumerating these incidents in a spirit 
I know theyaro the exporlenoe of many poople. 


Nor do I onjoy as soma folk3 do, talking about "my oporatlons, 
but rather I wish to warn young people entering matrimony 
light-hoartedly that wo must bo prepared to oope with these 
mattors when they arico. All thia happened to us, a family 


group of bettor than average good health 


woro in our case an 


The diver linings 


family adhesion that is of the ohief essence in a happy homo 

Whon the childron wore small we spent our summers 
either in mountain or seashore roeorta. P.’e boarded at 
Fleiochnnn, Mt. Pleasant, Sohoharie Mansion, High Point* 


(near Pt. Jervis) 


and Asbuzy 


kept 


FarRookaway and Rookaway Park for several seasons 
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CHAPTER XXIII: FAMILY TRIP TO EUROPE 


In tho summer of 1911, Lillian, Luolle and I wont 

to Europe. Vj family waa there to moot Lillian and Luollo 
for the first tine. 

Wo sailed in May on the S.S. Roordom of tho Holland- 
Amorican Lino. My brother Hoioo and his family had travoled 
on this boat several times and my brother apparently had 
Gained the reputation of a liberal tipper. Super-service to 
us bocaae almost embarrassing On the passenger list was 

the name of Mynheer Van-, manager of the line. This 

Gentleman stayed in his suite moot of the time, noticing 
the special service given mo, tho passengers Jumped at con¬ 
clusions and I waa taken to be ho. Some of them addressed 
me in Dutch, and when I did not answer them, branded me a 

° n0b * ll7nh00r Vaa oarao t0 n 7 resoue, puttirg in an 
appearance in the last days of the trip. 

IVe landed at Boulogne at sunset and arrived in 
Paris about two A.M., stopping at tho Continental Hotel. 

This was on the day of the funeral of Franco's 
first Minister of tho Mr, who was killed in a plane wreck 
a teu days boforo. It was a day of national mourning and 
thousands of patriots had come to the Capital to partioipate 
in or witness tho military burial and endless parades. 
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Luoilo, 


yoars 


was greatly 


this show of military pomp. 'Parading soldiers all 
us for several days. Lucilo viewed them with tho 


rui excitement of a normal young 


During 


short stay 


:Auiho fplat 




1 “ tc * nltl1 "»■ oletor'a faully at Chaaplgneull.a, 
rb of Saucy, wo again la this fortress city caw each 

W life and stopped to tho rhyttaa of nlutary aarohoa 
1,0 loft Chcapignoullos for Alcnoo, thon Coznan, 
leaving tho railroad atatlon at Strasbourg, then 
Straasturg. a rogluent of Goman aoldlora oroaood tho 
relate. «a haatonod our stops to aoo It at olooo rang, 
a rotardlns tug at ay hand, followed ty a whlnlnc ro- 


range 


afraid of 


after 


cnthualnoa of tho daya Just paccod. ro her thooo were differ- 
CL ” 00 — icra - “ ho felt the cplrlt of brutality that had 


gro-.n out of 


•gorous training of thes 
understood, remembering 


x had felt 25 years before la the p: 
government officials and come of my 


the Prussian 

When shs rro■ 


my 


iman aubjeot, Luoile began 


Irood over the poaalblllty of Unol. luolen having to fight 


egainct Uncle Ferdinand 


little thought 


France and Germany, and we tried to conv 
moteness of such state, but to no avail. 


tee her of the 

She seemed to 
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tho accumulating foroes that led to Gorman Aggression and 
World War I in 1914. 
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Her presentment in this matter 
lator matched by that of the English girl, a student of 
music In Berlin in tho immediate yoars before 1914, 
vealod in the letters to her mother and published by tho 
mother oftor tho girl*a trsgio death from pnoumonia on her 
flight from Germany to Switzerland at tho outbreak of the 

M . and a littlo child shall lead them..* 
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war* 












Whore, oh whore, is the ohild that will now lead this world 
of greed and bigotry away from tho prooipioe of self-do at motion? 
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*.e Swayed at Strasbourg only long enough to make 
train connections Tor Ingwillor* 
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At one of the int or mediate 
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sta-Iono, several orates of suckling pigs woro put aboard 

to be sold at tho Jahrmarkt (lair) that was scheduled in 
homo torn for tho noxt day. 
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liy brothor, the Rabbi, met 
at the same point, and 1 was never quite sure whether fthg 
Rabbi or the Chasorim (hogs) interested luoile the 
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moot. 




















Cur hearts beat faster as wo approached our deotlna- 
Prom the oar window I 








tion. 


a crowd of ohildron waiting 
at the station. We concluded that grandma had assembled them 


saw 
















to give Luoile a fitting reooptlon. 


We alighted, Luoile and 

speeches of 

fheir words woro drowned by the grunts of 

Wo wore nearly taken off our foot by 
tho approaching avalanohe of youth that however passed 










hor luothor ready to reolte their well-rehearsed 
Gorman greeting. 

the young auoklings. 
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and had como to bid wolcomo to our quadrupedal young travel 
ing companions in tho baggage oar. 

I4y mother was happy beyond desoription and loved 
my littlo family in the flesh, even beyond the degree of 
affcotion that had developed from photographs, oorrespondenoe 

Had thoro boon any need for build-up, sis tor 
Irma at whoso home we had spout a little time, had a apeoial 
talent for this sort of advance prc 3 ework. 
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and hearsay. 
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Wo wore aware of the oritical townsfolk who shyly 

gave uo tho onco-over and whose approval was a matter of 
utmost importance to mother. 
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We received an "A" mark, 
lucilo mixed with the ohildron of the town and whilo 
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they spoko a different languege, they managed to understand 
one mother and have a great tima together. 




























Littlo did we 
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dream, however, that hor presence in town had started 
revolt among the littlo women who now wonted to be dressed ' 
in their Sunday beat on wookdayo. 
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Ono of the neighbors with 

I 

two little daughters frankly stated her dilemma, and we tried 
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our boat after that to match spot for spot and tear for tear 
in dress and stockings. 
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Our daughter was given tho freedom 
of tho town* Li ke hor fathor before her, sho instinctively 
found tho bost hideaways in the popular "hide-and-seek 
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game. 

In less than a week sho knew the Alsatian version of "Eenle, 

Iloonio, ilinio, ITo, 

Glaesel, Wie, Wo? Grad do." 
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this being "Measol, Kaosel, zoi* mir’s 
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Amerloans wan the 


to show off tho 


Tho gala lay 




f 


Soh&anios haflL hio hands 

oomontatoro in 




Sabbath, tho place, tho Shul. 

full, controlling 
tho women's 


: I 


tho whispering fashion 
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aeotion of tho synagogue. 








in state at home ae 




hafl. to alt up 




Shat over, we 












rovlov;sr3 passed along. 

As distances 




tho 


swifter moans of trans- 

ouBtona hal found tholr »a? 

candles 

prompt personal call. 


had shrank by 














of the blg-oity 




portation, some 
to our town. 
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sand fancy pastries. 


yolks bogan to 
eaoh to be acknowledged by 
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and flowers, 

It required organisation 


I 




the color of the sugar 

of the gift. 


I 




to remomber 
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goneral oharaotor 

tho strain of 

out-of-town relatives 




the cake or the 






ooating on 






sooial dlotate, we mado 




To osoapo from 




, olimaxlng in a trip to 

latter plaoe pleased Luoile 
York, at safe distanoe 








the tour of our 
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The 


Frankfurt a.U. end Wiesbaden. 
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jtftor our 


imnensoly* 
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she 


had sensed in Alsaoc, 

liked best of all she 




olouds she 
the plaoe she 




from tho gathering 

Wiesbaden as 


war 














v; oul& nanio 








In Europe. 








saw 


Selestat, my brother's 
poturned to Paris 

folks and "did tho town" 

at Auteull. 




two at 


After spending a day or 




at Champlgnoulles, 


and moro time 

ith the Champisn Qulloc 




home# 






together 
from tho Bal 




Tabarin to the horse races 

child on the s 


treats of Paris in 

took luoile 
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One rarely saw a 
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however, wo 




convenience# 


For our 


the evening. 
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This soemod to arouse om- 
V/o oolvod the matter by going rogular- 


with us for our evoning moals. 

barrassing attontlon. 
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ly to Viands' well-known restaurant where wo wore served in 

The restaurant that 
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chombre eoparoo (privato dining room), 
made tho deepest Impression on Luoilo was the Braoserio 
Unlversollo, world-renowned for its hors d'oeuvres at fifteon 

Her own preference, however, was for the dessort 
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cents. 

called "coup do froit3, 
fruit and irownod in champagne. 

The Pai r isian parks and gardens also gave hor a 

chance to see much that was difforent from what we had hero, 
returned to Hew York on the S.S. Kaiser Wilhelm II, thon 

of the boot-patronized luxury ships. 
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assorted ices burled under siloed 
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CHAPTER XXIV: IUCILE AT SCHOOL 
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Luoile started sohool In Soptombor 1911. She was 
then seven and a half years old. Remembering my own laok 

of interest in study and revolt against school dloolplino 
bofore ay eighth year, I was not one of that type of parents 
who can hardly await the attainment of the legal age for 

their children, chiefly to get them in line for a low-age high 
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school or oolloge graduation, somothing to brag about in 

I have written above about a change of sohool 
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later years. 

that beoeno nooessary after a while, and our removal from 
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133th Street to Hadison Avenuo. 

She did well enough to be aooepted by the Hunter 
Colloge Hodol Training School with its strict requirements 
as to I.Q,. rating and emotional stability, 
there through its high sohool and college, graduating in 1924. 
She established the first threo-generation Hunter family, 
her grandmother having been a graduate of the class of 1374, 
her mother, that of 1900. 

then a young rabbi in Hew York, delivered the invocation and 

bencdlotion at the graduation ceremonies. 

During the fen weeks in my mother's home, Luoile 

became dooply impressed with the observance of orthodox 

This, together with an Innate re 

ligious spirit revealed at a very young age by questions 




















She went from 
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Her husband# Dr« Louie I* Bowman# 






























Jewish ritual anil oustom. 
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about God, oonoorn for the poor, instinctive differentiation 
botween Justice and injustice, made her registration in the 
Free Synagogue Religious Sohool a very great event. 

At age throe her chlof concern, when friends brought 
their children to visit us was, — what have wo to give 
to take home? At four cho ackod, "Why arc there poor people?" 
Soon aftor sho had the solution of this problem by a proposed 
universal merger of all poosocoions and an equal division 
among oil from tho big pilo. At age five, we together made 
Sunday visits to tho Hebrew Orphan Asylum at 133th Street and 
Amsterdam Avenue, also a Cathollo children's Home on Convent 
Avenue, regularly oarrying little gifts. 

She dcoided, partly under the subtle guidance of 

her eld ora, to forego hor fifth birthday party and apply the 
coat of it to a celebration for unseen guests in groups of 
crippled and tuboroular ohildren. When I reached home on 
that birthday, she mot me holding out throe letters acknowl¬ 
edging her gifts, shouting, "This is the happiest day of my 
lifel" Birthdays oamc but onoo a year, but there were 
Chanukah end Purim, offering the same opportunity. 

As sho grew older and realizod that only saorificial 
giving had value, and that her Bavinga by self-denial were 
all too limited to satisfy her wish for benefaction, she tried 
to earn some money in her spare tlmo. This was neither prac¬ 
tical nor approved by the family. In World War I fund-raising 
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campaigns, oho always overplodged herself. Two friendly 
neighbors with "sorvantitls" camo to tho rocouo and oggaged 
her for dich washing at twonty-fivo cents an ablution. 

Our choica of a roligioun cohool was a most fortu¬ 
nate ono. The Free Synagogue, more than any other ethical 
religious training school, had a program of applied religion 
and social sorvico that would nurture and stimulate hor ardor 
for human Eervlce. I brought hor to this oohool every Sunday 

and staying around, found that I too, oould still learn some- 

# 

thing. At assembly on the first Sunday, stage fright over- 
tool a little classmate who was to reoite something. Dr. Wise 
askod for a volunteer to fill the gap. Lo and beholdt there 

was our daughtor, cool as a ououmber, reciting "Little Drops 
of V/ator, little Grains of Sand.." 

Dr. Wise asked her name and recognized it as one 

# 

that was cn tho rooter of Froe Synagoguo Soolal Service donors. 
This drew attention on tho Uhry family and was the beginning 
of a very satisfying congregational life of whloh I will write 
at greater length in a later chapter. 

I trust that these aocount3 are not Interpreted as 
the ordinary outburat of a proud and doting parent but rather 
as an omphasis on tho importance of studying your child and 
guiding it to the ohannela of reasonable and appropriate 
sorvico. Wholesome religious teaching, your own concrete ex- 

ample, your slnsoro and honest attitude to life, will help your 
child to find the path of truth and righteous living. 
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CHAPTER XXV i THE YEARS 1912 TO 1915 
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The year 1912 was one of gathering olouds in our 
domestic firmament, following the bright and happy preoeding 
ono. business partnor, until thon a dependable, energetic 
go-getter, dovoloped a case of hypochondria that groatly 
affected tho healthy growth of our businoos and heaped on my 
head an additional amount of y/o rk that even before then had 
taxed my strength to tho utmost. It was aggravating to hoar 
from the many specialists that ho oonsultod, that his all- 

#• 

monta wore all imaginary. These rangod from heart trouble 
to measles. Ills attendance at business had been less than 
ten percent for many months. 

I called him ono morning to take over at the office 
while I waitod home for our doctor whom wo had oailed to 
look at our little daughtor with a body rash. It was diag¬ 
nosed as a case of Gorman measles. I went to business and 
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mentioned this to my inquiring partnor. Less than an hour 
after, I found him in our office, head in arms, with a rash 
on hlB wrists and hands and other symptoms of the afore¬ 
mentioned ailment. All had disappeared before ha wont home. 
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Undor tho strain of dally unprediotable situations, 

I broke down in harch. 






















Koooaoity and a stubborn will over¬ 
ruled doctor and consultant, and 1 was baok on the job after 
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a week. 
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la Hay wo woat to Atlontlo City for reouporation. 

Thoro my wifo complained of fooling ill. 
and it wao a caso of typhoid fevor. 

I struggled single handed through & busy season, 
dissolved partnership in Uovomber, moved my business in 
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We returned homo 
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Dcoember from 816 to 627 Broadway, and then turned my baok 

on tho most hectic yoar of my life. 

Tho olouda broke in 1913 as wo looked forward 

with happy anticipation to 














I 














































an inorease in the family. 

August 6th, our eon Edmond Jr., was born. 
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The grandparents 








with, Luo Ho had spout 






oomo wooks at Anbury Park and were to 
-a*’n on that day to be on hand in duo time 
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for the new 
Bcaohing home, 

had beaten them 
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awaited at th© ond of tho 








month. 

they wore greeted by the lusty bouncer that 
to it. 
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This addition to tho family after 
and a half years brought 






a lapse of eight 
a considerable ohango to the house¬ 
hold with additional responsibilities accepted moat 
by Grandma Ilosshorg* 
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eagerly 


























M. Jr. wao a hoalthy, normal baby, rooolvlng the 
Caro and attention that would 
opring• 




















arouse the envy of royal off- 














Ihe year 1914 oamo in like 




a lamb. 


The Amorlcan 
ovor the economio fears that 






pooplo wore boginning to got 
had resulted from the 






propaganda that was the usual 


weapon of 
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tho powor-controlled Republican party in a presidential 

olootion campaign. Woodrow Wilson had won the 1912 eleo- 

# 

tlon by the breadth of a hair. Unemployment had risen; 
capital, frozen in pro-elcotlon months was slowly being 
thawod out in the beginning of 1914. 

As lightning out of olear skies, so osme World 
War I, following the assassination of Arohduke Francis 
Ferdinand at Sarayojo on June 28, 1914, giving the excuse 
to the German aggro as ora to invado Belgium and France. The 

oockcure Huns wore going to have their Christmas dinner in 

# 

Paris. Thoy ato dust at Compiegne, four years after. 

We here felt aura of being in a position to keep 
out of thi3 European struggle far away from our shores. 
History records otherwise, for in April 1917, we were in- 
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As suppliers to the warring nations, our business had 

W'ilson, tho champion of the oommon people, had 

The campaign slogan of the Bemoorat- 
lc party had beon n Ho will keep us out of war." 
and his henchmen willed it otherwise. 


volved. 


















prospered. 
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been ro-clected in 1916. 
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The Kaiser 




















I was then and still 






























remain a great Wilson worshipor. 


History made in present 
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days oonTirms his olear vision, his honest purpose, and proves 
his groat. Immortal soul, 
of I*cw Jer3Gy. 






















I met Wilson when ho was Governor 
I understood and admired him, facts that have 

'S 

given mo prido and satisfaction throughout the years and to 
this day* 
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A matter that annoyed mo greatly was the indelible 










loyalty that the groat majority of Gorman-born or Geraan- 
doaoont Americans boro for the fathorland from xtoloh they or 

their ancestors had Ilod, to find freedom and opportunity 

Bofore our entry into the 
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hero that was doniod thorn there. 












war in 1917# we had many Gorman-Amorican and other hyphenated 

societies, holding bazaars# oolloeting money# and using other 

Till 8 brought 
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methods to win converts to the German cause, 
about unpleasant dioounsiono at private sooial funotiona# 
and in a fow instances# the breaking off of old friendships. 
I will never forget one dinner party at a friend's house# 
when in the heat of diaoucsion# one of these "Deutschland- 
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yy wife 


Uter-Alios" shouters spoke of "Wilson, der Hund. 

pale# felt faint, and I had to remove her from the 

battlofield in a state of oollapoe. 

Anothor such fray was that between a Hungarian- 

born on the side of the Huns, and two gentlemen, one from 

land of birth# the other from Galioia# all guests 
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his own 
















at our homo. 
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As 1917 approached# these worshipers of the Super- 

It was nauseating to ms to see thorn 












race becano very mock* 
then# American flag bedooked f in a hypocritical attempt to 


























The 3 e and moot of the others of 


disguise their true otatus. 
their stamp that I mot were of my own Jewish race# and I 
could not even make the allowance for a possible inherited 
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subconscious Teutonic spirit in thoir case* 

The facsimile of the Wilson haters of that day 
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reappeared in tho form of the Roosevelt denounoers and 
Axi 3 sympathisers in World War II, prior to our aotual entry. 

Only this time, Jews wore eroluded. 

In tho oiamor of 1914, v/e kept house on Franklin 

The children benefited greatly by 

Had it not beon for tho war and the faot that 
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Avenue in Far Rookaway. 
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thi3 stay. 
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parts of my direot family lived on opposite sides of the 

scono — ny mother# brothor and family in then-German 

- lifewould have been 
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Al 3 aco, my sister's family in Franco 

In a manner a3 suddon as the war# oame a otroko 
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tolerable. 

of illnoca to our little son, starting with a cold ono night 
in Dccenbor affecting his ears# leading to a double-mastoid 


I r 




































Ed* Jr* was a little over 
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operation on Deoember 27# 1914. 
16 months old. 




































This illn©3s dragged along until May 1915, and 






< i 1 

I ' ifn 




i ' 


itn offeot by worry made inroads on tho health of the entire 

For recuporation, we rentod a summer house in Rook- 
Bcfore going away# wo moved our oity hone to 

In January of tho same year# I had 

It takes the spirit of 
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family, 
away Park. 

1301 

movod ny businooo to 627 Broadway, 
youth to copo with all that in addition to the routine of 
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adinon Avenue. 
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We were blessed with that 






social and oomraoroial life, 
spirit and applied it. 
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CHAPTER ZXVIl 1915, 1916 ABD AMERICA AT WAR 
































Grandpa Isidore Heaaberg had boon Buffering from 
diabetes for several years, but dospite it, was <iuite aotinre 

and mentally alert, 
wiry, and mas oulina in appearance, wearing the heavy muotache 

that was the pride of the he-man of that day. 
at Sehleusingen near Suhl in Thuringia in 1045. 








































Ko was of medium ataturo, thin but 


























lie wa8 born 
















He loat 






















hi 3 parents at a very young age and was the oldest of three 

A grandmother, Mrs. Bruell 
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orphans, two brothers and a sistor. 
living at Lichtenfela in Bavaria, took ohargo of them and 
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sent Isidore to the Uni tod States whoro there wore Brill 
and Hossberg relatives in Sew York and Richmond, Virginia, 

He was by 
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willing to ooncern themselves in hla behalf, 
nature a student and whilo his formal schooling endod at 
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age thirteen, ho oravod knowledge and educated himself to 
a degree that would do honor to many a oollego graduate. 

A 

Ho road incessantly, attended evening classes, and was a 
self-taught pianist of no moan accomplishment. 

With some pride he often told the story of being 
fired by his cousin employer of Richmond, for tho reason that 
instead of guarding the place of business looated in the 

bacoment of a hotel, he had gone onoe too ofton to the hotel 
parlor to praotice on the piano there. 
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leather and I imagine that in addition to a salary of two 
dollars a week, ho rcooived from tho boss an oooaslonal tan¬ 
ning of the hide. 

Hero in his pursuit of learning, he attended an even¬ 
ing class lod by Thomas Hunter who later foundod normal 

Collogo, tho predcoosoor of Hunter College, 
proud of this association. 

He subsequently married a Hunter graduato of the 
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I believe ho came from Riohmond to Hew 
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York. 
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Ho was very 
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class of 1874. 


Thoir daughter, in 1900, and granddaughter, 

in 1024, as stated abovo, mado up the first three-generation 
family trio of Hunter graduates. 

Ho must have had 
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Wanderlust" as a young nan, for 
I no to on his dlecharso papers from tho U*S. Army that by 
onlistnent in 1862 # ho was attached to an Indiana rogimont# 
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supplementing Gonoral Sherman's forces on their maroh to 
tho sea. He received a bullet wound in tho leg, and while 
doing guard duty, shot a cow one dark night. 

After the Civil War, he returned to Bow York and 
held on office position for 33 years with ono of the largest 
cigar manufacturing firms. A ohronologioal mastorpieoo 
testifying to loyal service to this firm, prosonted to him 
at his friendly parting to enter his own venture, rests in 
the family box with other treasures of sentimental value. 

He had road the classics, was well versed in the 
world of philocophy from Plato to Sohopenhauer. He oould 
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thus t!eoonio twisted and warped under the stress of a pro- 

Under different circumstances ho mi#it 














quote from Ehakoopoaro, Gootho and Hoine and even from 
the Biblo. I say even , for ho branded himself an agnostio, 
a mattor that I, for one, contested for I knew him to have 
a Gaep appreciation for the beauties in nature and a groat 
sense of Justice as well as roepcot for man, God’s highoet 
creation. He was impressod with the dootrlnes of Robert 
Ingercoll of whom many good agnostlos said, “Thank God, 
he is an atholst." 










































sale vocation. 

have boon an artist or teacher. 

Ho won very unhappy in his late business life, 

for in his middle fifties, he boo one aosooiated in the 
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children’s underwear businoco, with a non who laoked almost 

entirely hlo understanding of integrity and fairness. 

lie was very happy with his family, end a ploturo 

indelible in my memory, is grandpa bending over the oradle 
of his grandchildren, beaming with the Joy that springs 
fi*oa the heart of a man who in his brief youth probably 
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To his very last days, he was interested in per¬ 
fect English and had a voluminous vocabulary. He oolleoted 
a large end worthwhile library of literature, art and musio. 
He was an early and steady patron of grand opera as far 

back as the days of productions at the Thalia Theater on 
tho Bowery, and the Academy of Uusio on 14th Street. He 
was a groat adnlror of Heyerbcor, but never a mu3ioal 

m 

chauvinist. Ho approclatod IVagnor, ilozart, Verdi, and 

heartily endorsed and subscribed to tho performances of 
tho more modem operas produced by Oscar Hammor3tein. His 

soul was attuned to Each, Eoethoven and Brahms, but Offon- 

bach, Suppe, Johann Strauss, Flotow and others dolightod 

him nonetheless. 




































































































hungered for the parental affection that was denied him 

Thus the Almighty reo- 
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through tho los3 of his ov.n parents, 
omponses those who in one way or another have been deprived 
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Grandpa Hessberg died 




of coco of Ufa's normal TDlosoingCe 
of preunonia on Uovcrnber 20# 1015 fcut contlnuoo to livo on 
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in our hearts unto eternity. 

The European war was going badly for tho Allies 

The enemy had overrun Belgium and stood at tho 

Tho Russian front was tottering under the 

The only rays of hope 
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in 1D10. 
gates of Paris. 

onslaught of the Triparto foroes. 
for tho Allies wore the safe delivory of supplies from 
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I have painted this picture of a man who is typi¬ 
cal of the many who of nocossity must enter an oooupation 
to gain a livelihood, at the saorifioe of a career for whioh 
Haturo has oquippod them by the endowment.; of talents that 
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America to them, and their 0100003 of the shipping blockade 
depriving tho Germane of their necessities from overseas. 

Host Americano felt that we were at aafe distance. 
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While the largo majority was on the side of the Allies, 
Gorman sympathizers wore rampant and & great doal of prop¬ 
aganda as well as a primitive form of the work that was 
so effectively done by the Fifth Column before World War II, 
was boldly operating. The Von Bernstoffs and Von Papens 
pullod thoir strings. Shrewdly planned sabotage in our 
heavy industries, the Black Tom explosions in the Standard 
Oil plants at Bayonne wore carried out under our very noses, 
and yet we hoped to keop out of the fray and hoard our ill 
gained war profits. 
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There was no OPA and the game of grab was on, 

bringing about the $20 silk shirt era and the $18 a day 
brloklayer age. 




























lloon had kept us out of the war. 
shouted, "Ho 7/ILL keop us out of the wari" 
its candidate was even half cure about this. 

Wilson was re-olootod in 1916. 

Luring the year there was a period of slight so¬ 
bering up from the dobauohorie of money making and rookleae 
spending brought by an epidemic of Infantile paralysis. 

Thi3 soourge roaohed its olimax in August, at a time when 
families with ohildron we re orowded in Burner hotels and 

Those were days of strain and worry, 
disease found its vlotlmo in the most Isolated places, 
striking at those who wore most cautiously guarded, as well 
as at the less proteotod in the oity slums. 

colly became a fatalist and was Just hoping for the best. 
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His party 






I doubt that 
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boarding housea. 


Tho 








Ono automati- 
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The slightest indisposition in a ohild struok terror in 
tho hearts of all nearby. 

Ly family stopped in a 50-room hotel at Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Eew York. Our son of three, aftor the time of his 
usual afternoon nap, oould not be aroused. Grandma, ordi¬ 
narily cool and oolleoted, oalled his mother. The poroh 
became suspicious. Whispers, hysteria, panio, a call to 
tho doctor at nearby Phoenioia, rattling of trunks, guests 

3 

packing, children horded into bam and woodshed. The doo- 
tor arrives, the boy awakes. Examination and the diagnosis 
io: auto-lntoxioatlon and exhaustion from excessive exer¬ 
cise in hilly woods, picking and eating an overdose of 

huckloberries. 
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Physicians advised folks to stay where they were. 
Tho ill wind blew a little prosperity in the path of the 

cummer hosts. 
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I have spoken of ay nationally and geographically 
divided European family. They lived within 75 miles of one 
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another but oould not oommunioate with each other, being 

on opposite sides of the war fence. 
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As long as possible, 

our Kow York address was the clearing house for their 




































now a. 




















Hy mother, who at the beginning of tho war left her homo 
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to livo with ay brother, booame serlouely ill in the spring 
of 1916. 
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Cho had for a long time held a diabetic condition, 
in those pro-insulin years, in oheck. 




































A peaceful end oame 
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to hor early In Soptomber, on the 13th day of Elul in the 

• • 

year 5676. She was In her 76th year* 

It would sound oommonplaoe if I would in detail 
point the picture that every good son would draw of his own 
mother, but I must say of hor that together with a divine 

capacity for love, self-denial end saorifioe oentered in 
her homo and family but unstintingly spread over all hunani 
ty, she had rare vision, honesty of purpose, and a philo¬ 
sophy of life that God implants in the souls of His most 
favored children. Would that I, in some measure, oould 
thus be appraised when the balanoe of my account will be 
struck. 
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As the war went on, Germany beoame more desperate 
and by threats and aotual interference with our shipping, 
thought that she oould frighton the United States out of 
aotive participation. I rooall the sensational news about 
German submarines off our ooast and one landing at Baltimore. 
The last straw was the sinking of the S.S. Lusitania in 
April 1917, v/hcn many Americans lost their lives. It was 
then that Congress deolarod war. 

My age and my status as husband and father of two 
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dependent children and head of a business exempted me from 
the draft but I enlisted in soveral of the citizens' serv- 






















loos that wore organizod by the different business groups. 
I 8old Liberty Bonds, colleotod funds for the various re¬ 
lief organizations end placed my name on the roster of men 
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and women versed in German end French. 

Many hyphenated Americans disguised their real 
sympathies in one way or another, and I wao more or less 
suspicious of cveryono overtrimmed with the regalia of 
Aaoriocn patriotism, shielding a black heart underneath. 

It is not my purpooo to write the history of 
1917-13 but only wish to reoord the offoot that the war 
disease had on me. My boyhood experiences with some of 
the Gorman officials and toaohors made me all too ready to 
boliovo the reports of atroolties oommlttod in Belgium 
that wero as taps on the wrist compared to the fiendish 
torture8 of rooent days. 

I regret to note that doopito proof by oyowitnesa- 
03 and photographs of the hellish scenes of crimes oommlttod, 
wo have so many-among us that refuse to believe the facts, 
or what is Just as bad, don't oare as long as it does not 

striko home or only affoots an unpopular minority like 

tho Jews. 










































■ f 1 

• r f i 




* 






































V ■ 
























< 










































• S I 1 










1 




i( • 




• l 




iiHi 












i 


















♦ 
















if 




































• I ; •IT 

! 














i I > 

i ! 


































F 












































I ' ' 


























i 




















* 








f 






























V/ith our bountiful rosouroes and groat rosouroe 
fulness, our armed forces wero soon on hand to stop tho 

Hun3 at tho Marne and turn the tide to a victorious finish 

in 1913. 
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Air communications were not yet in use nor were 
thorc ocean crossings by aviation, 
as promptly nor as accurately as now. 


























Hows did not roaoh ua 






























About the end of 
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the multitude, tut soon I 
discomfort of shame and remorse when 

■business friend who himself was 

how he had spent the day. 








!i! 


that I went along with 
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achcnoi 

paid the penalty in my 

days aftor, I asked a 
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October, there were rumors of poace negotiations, and one 
morning in the first days of Hoveabor, there were reports 

ill of Amerioa rose in a tidal wave of 
The rumor was proven false within the 
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of an armistice. 
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the hilarious oolobranto, 

and when ho regained power of speooh, he 


















among 

He broke dovm, 
told me that his only son fell but ono 






joy to cclobrate. 

but the nev/s was so wonderful that the orowd oarried 
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hour, 

on with its tumultuous celebrations. 






hour before the 
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firing orlorv/as given. 

7,hile tho human raoo 

olnca that day. I catho r hy hoaraay, radio aad pr«o. 

that V-E and V-J Days 

Churches and synagogues were on 
olobrato and they wore crowded 
stream of thanksgiving worshipers. 
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When in tho early morning hours of Novombor 11th, 
authentio nowo of the armiotioe was oablod, there was some 
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has not improved much, if 
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reluctance that however coon gave way to an outburst of 

Folks rushed to the streets, part- 




















oboorvor behind tho econo, 

sober events* 
























hilarity and Jubilation, 
ly "to get news, partly to add their Joy to the mountain of 

happy mood and feeling of good fellowship that gathered 
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v;oro uoro 
tho register of where to c 

with a flowing 
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momentum like a rolling avalanche. 

At oovon A.H. that morning, I met a neighbor. 

As long as I knew him, 

lie oould 
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clean chavon beyond rooognition. 
ho woro a full board and handlebar mustaches, 
give no reason for this transformation oxcopt that he had 
to n do something'* aad did not want to get drunk so early 
in the day and then there was Jake, the barber, in hhe 
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same boat! 






















































I v/ent downtown to call off some appointments 
I had for tho day but no sooner stepped off a Fifth Avenue 
bus, v/hon I found myself linked to a ohain of men and 
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v/omen that floated endlocaly up and down the avenue, shout- 

ay noon 1 had gathered 
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ing along with thousands of others, 
about me eight sailors, soldiers and other good fellows. 
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CHAPTER ilVIIl POST WAR YEARS - TO 1926 
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Wo had been out of touch with our Frenoh family 
from tho time tho United States declared war on Germany. 

Hy ai 3 ter'o husband, Ferdinand Franok, was the typo of 
Fronoh patriot ono must boo end hear to understand. He was 

forty and together with two younger brothers entered 
tho Fronoh army at tho very beginning. His family were 
old settlors in Champigneullos, which was not a garrison 

oity but inside of tho fortifications of Nanoy. 

Ferdinand had a bomb-proof hideout built under 
In it his wife, who is my sistor, their little 

boy, his parents and several neighbors lived for months. 
During that tine the little boy had diphtheria. A3 soon 

all was well and complicated hazards romoved, tha family 
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his house. 


















I 






























managed to get to the estate of a farmer friond in fthe ln- 

Thoy had suffered mu oh, but all came 

Ferdinand was coriouoly wounded in the chest 












torior of Franco, 
bach alive. 

and still feels ill offeots resulting from this. 

The Alsatian sido of the family was hilariously 
happy at the outoome of the war and its return to Frenoh 

oitizonship. 




































/ 






Over horo, with the return ofour soldiers, a 
great wave of oritloiom arose, some of it Justified, lots 
of it Invented for political purposes in preparation for 
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Power politics was out 
History reoorda the result. Re-employment 


tho 1920 presidential elootion. 

to get Wilson. 

of veterans Yk&3 cl oorious problem* poorly handled# and 
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apple-peddling on the ctreet cornor3 was a sad sight, point¬ 
ing an accusing finger at a oallouood, ungrateful world. 

Tho sellers' market of the duration had given way 

Strikes loomed 
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to tho pressure of returned buyors* power. 

In my own line, a smug, self-satisfied orowd 
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on all sides. 

kept saying "it can't happen to us." This, despite signs 
of preparation on tho part of labor organizations and tho 
arningo of a few of us to put our own houses in order and 
voluntarily adjust unfair conditions prevailing — to bo 
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prepared to meet with clean hands and coneertedly, any at- 

I was never afraid 




























tack that night be made on the industry, 
of tho "terrorizing" word - 
tested tho comrade in trade who stopped at nothing to gain 
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union -- but I feared and do- 
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his point. 
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Our strike cano in Soptembor 1920 and we "won" 

7i’e tempo- 
































aftor 17 weoko, much bruisod and foolishly proud, 
rarily beat the union, but in our own midst, allowed unscru 

puloua pirates to undornine tho very foundations of our 
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business. 
























In 1917, when my chief salesman entered the U.S. 
IJavy, at a time when my bookkeeper had gone south to be 
with hor husband who was in an army hospital, my brother 
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Eaile paid me a visit at mjr offico. Work hcd pilod up to 

Enilo rolled up hia sleevoa and In 
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an unsurmountable heap. 

that manner naturally gravitated into my business family. 
T1U.3 proved to be a most praotical move, 
brother’s problem on ono hand and made me independent of 
salesmen, a olaso of employees with whom most of us in the 














It solved my * 






































It gave mo an oppor- 


lino had unsatisfactory exporienooa. 
tunity to absent myself from New York to oover New England, 

Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington, in person. 

territory in a short time supplied more than half my total 




























That 




















Emile was with mo until I went out of the hat 


businooc. 
business in 1925. 
happiest years of his life, 
in view of my own experiences a3 his employee in the seven 














He frequently stated that these wore the 

This gave ma great satisfaction 
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years prior to my entry into my own business. 

In the home, things ran average smoothly. The 
children wore growing nicely, Luoile a serious young woman 
in her oarly 'teens, Edmond Jr. physically and montally 

advanced, grandma Hossberg reliving in her grandohildren 
earlier happy years. Eaoh of the three generations had its 

frienl 3 and the hone was a boehivo of oooial aotivity. 

Luoile attended high school when Ed Jr. started 
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Kindergarten. -She was the typo of studont that memorizes 

Hor little brother also memorised 






















lessons, reading aloud. 




part3 of then and sonotimo3 more readily than she did, how- 

With him in the study of biology. 
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ever loss accurately. 
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tho lon.jth of the intestines of the average full-grown man 
varied from 2G inches to 26 miles, and the quantity of 

Even at that oarly ago ho 

He had seen a groat 

As time wont 
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tones was in Bimilar variance, 
was much interested in physiology, 
dool of doctors and liked impersonating thorn, 
on, ho was no less interested in moohanlos, chemistry, and 
ho showed promise of beooming anything from a surgeon to a 
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o wore nover cure when something 

Fate however de- 






locomotive ongincor. 

would pop off in his bedroom laboratory, 
creed that another Urey should discover Uranium 235. 
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Grimm and Anderson fairy tales became commonplace 
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with him and I had to invont new fables to feed his imagina- 

Boct remembered among the latter are "The Boat That 
ent to Toyland," "The Stowaway Log in the Delicatesson 

I was the household 
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Store" and "The Grateful Sparrow." 
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Unole Bon of that day. 
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Ed Jr. got along v/oll at school from Hunter model 

At c£e six, ho threw 


























through to his attainment of an 21.B. 
the faculty of his school into a state of consternation. 










































Tho teaoher had asked tho olass which flag they loved best. 

Chorus: "The American flag." 

Ed Jr: Teacher, I love two flogs — tho American 

flog and the Jewish flag. 

Teaoher: There is no Jowiah flag. 

Ed Jr: Yea, thoro is. It is a white rag with a 

bluo bordor and a star in the center called the Hogen Bovid 
(shield of Bavid). 
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At the teachers' conference, not even the Jewish teaohera 

The matter waa oonflden- 

tho statement substantiated, and aev- 




time was almost completely fratomlzod, it takes timo to 

All of this was a blessing in diaguioo. 
























! :; 


could corroborate hia statement, 
tially investigated, 
eral teaohors blushed. 

Despite great loss of time on 




find your peer3. 

Ho found a plaoa on tho Cornell "Sun," contributed articles 
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from time to time, and became a leader in the dramatic 

He did well in his pro-medical subjects and piokod 

enough of matheraatios, physics and literature to stand 
him in good stoad in his further pursuits of knowledge and 

culture. 
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aooount of a second- 












group. 
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ary mastoid operation at age 9, he was promoted at 10 to 

This was a sohool made up 

chosen from many different Hew York 
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the Speyer Junior High Sohool. 
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of boys with high ICi's 

It was a 
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training sohool for Toaohera* College, 










^ He received his B.A« in 1933, then entered modioal 
school at Univorsity of Chloago, was elected to Alpha Omega 
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Speyer students auto- 

a threo-year high 




affiliate of Columbia Univorsity. 
mat!cally graduatod into Townoond Harris, 
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Alpha, tho modical honor society, at graduation with an 

Ho interned at Billings, tho Univer- 
































Before 




school rcoently discontinued after muoh controversy. 

from Townsond Harris and before reaohing his 

Cornell soholarehip, awarding him 






M.D. degroe in 1937. 
sity of Chioago Hospital, from 1937 to 1939; served as 

volunteer assistant pathologist at lit. Sinai Hospital in 
I7ow York from July to December 1939; became a resident in 
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his graduation 

16th birthday, ho won a 

$300 annually for four years. 

At Cornell, duo to his age, he had difficulty in 
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orthopedics at tho Hospital for Joint Dlseaaes, serving 

from January 1939 to 1942; was ewardod the Frauonthal Fel 

lowahip in Pathological Research by the hospital, then 

Ho entered the 
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His 


first months to adjust himsolf to campus life. 

bungling of fraternity momborship resulting in his de-pledg- 

that did not appeal to him after oloser 

In the 








the 
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elcoted assistant adjunct on its staff. 

Amerioon Air Forocs on August 12, 1943. He is now & captain 

stationed at Keeelcr Field in Mississippi. 






lng from a group 
scrutiny, was a 
natter of fratornitios, 












i.TIl 




















tomporar7 but serious interference. 

I must mention that he came from a 






































































His sister be- 
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homo in which there wa3 opposition to thorn. 

of the first oollege organizations that worked 




This is a vast field of oduoation extending from 
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Kindergarten in 1918 to entry in the armsd forces in 1943. 
It would howover be inoomplete if it were not spookled with 

As Luolie*a brother. 




longod to one 
for their elimination from campus life. 




























On & fairly isolated 

whsre student community life at tho 


















































oampus like Cornell'3, 


tho flowers of religious training. 






















* 




l 












Vi - 








































































f 














































- 


















rr 


■ 


■ 



























295 - 
















. 1 « 






* 


l 


he was in oonopiouous place at the Free Synagogue Rollgioua 

Encouraged by homo and family, he took Religious 

The incident I like to think of is the 
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School. 

Sohool seriously. 

v/hen his sister, thon a teacher in the sohool, made a 
stirring appeal for the regular social eorvioe oolleotion. 
Tlio result was discouraging and sho supplemented the attempt 
with farther heartrending appeal, inviting additional con¬ 
sideration of the problem and stops forward to the platform 
for augmented donations. Only one pupil responded. It was 
her brother alone who "hit the trail." He would have come 
homo the hard way that day had not one of his olassmates 
lent him oarfare. Luoile apparently lacked something that 
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Billy Sunday so successfully applied. 

I frequently aooonpanicd my son to the Sunday 

Dr. Wise would at 
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school and stayed through the assembly, 
times use an expression or refer to something that he felt 




























"over the heads" of the olass. He would delight in 
calling on "Professor Uiiry" to define or explain, in the 
hope of drawing a "boner" but he usually got a plausible 

The time came when I had to intervene for I felt 
that the exaggerated title of "professor" would beoome a 
burlesguian one that might stick through life. 

Ho renainod a member of his olass in absentia 

and graduated with it simultaneously with becoming a Junior 

. 

at Comoll. Dr. Wise had hoped to interest him in a theo¬ 
logical oareer. His earlier religious training moved him 
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as a pro-modical student to take a Bible oourse with the 
well-known Profoosor Sohmldt at Cornoll and to beoome one 
of an lntor-faith discussion group hoaded by Dr* Oilkey 
at the Univorsity of Chicago. 

e 

In tho year 1917, when Luoile was 13, Bhe was on 
the editorial staff of "The Guardian," a Free Synagogue 
Religious School publication, Two items In tho Chanukah 
number ontitloa "The Araorioan Flag and the Jewish" and 

"A Review on Sholem A30h*s ♦America'" best portray the 

« 

maturity of understanding and depth of Jewish consciousness 

that penotratod her bolng at that early age. 

This natter is especially noteworthy when ono 

considers that Luoile*s maternal great-grandparenta Eokstoin 

to America from "approved Bavaria" in 1834; that her 
maternal grandfathor Kessbcrg left his native Saxony in 
1057 and fought in tho Union Army in tho Civil VJar; that 
her father came hero from Alsace, where his family resided 

I emphasise this to counter¬ 
act the lamentable position taken by all too many German and 
German-doocont Jews in matters roferring to the subjects 
treated in Luoile*s artiole3, classifying them as alien to 

their particular brand of Judaism, They aro oause for 

great pride and satisfaction to me and I insert them in 
this paragraph in the hope that reading them may allay the 
worries of some foarful pianissimo Jewish parents, whose 
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at least sinco ths 1750*s. 
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ohildren, in apito of their oaroful watching might, Chaoa 
V’Sholom (God forbid), beoorao exposed to situations in- 
footing them with tho fovor of raoial self-esteem. 








































The Amorioan Flag and the Jowish 

By Luolle H. Uhry 
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liirabilo dlctnl Today tho American and Jewish 
Flags atand aid© by aide. They socn to pledge anew our 
combined ideals of liberty. Equality and Fmtomity. These 
aro the baso3 of our rapublio and will be the basis of the 
new republic for which the blue and whlto stand. 

What thon do wo ovc to America and what to Zion? 
America has openod her arms to v/oloomo U3, a poor, poroo- 
cutcd race. Wo havo coma to her chorea with ndw hopos, 
now ideals and have nado hor our homo. 7/0 aro sorrowful 
at her misfortunes, rc.ndo joyful at hor triumphs, and aro 
proud of hor achievements. V lo havo fought for her ideals 
when they have boon endangered and have stood side by elde 
with onr fellow Americano in ovory phase of life. Put we 
are not alono Americano culturally, wo nr© Amorioans politi¬ 
cally end as oltizons of this groat ropublio, we voto, hold 
publio office, end have the privilege of fighting for her, 
our native land. V»'e havo nunkon our root3 doeply into 
American soil, and are Americans through and through. 

Yet, Y/bat should bo our attitude toward the Flag 
of Judea? Y.'o cannot bo oitinena of Zion, yet wo aro bound 
to our fellow Jews there by tho strongest of tion, thooo 
of race and nationality. ’.That American Jow is not thrilled 
at tho work accomplished by the Uoisraaim Commission at the 
building of a Jewish TTnivoraity in Palestine. 7/e feol as 
Jews, think as Jews, cot as Jews, and a Jewish Commonwealth 
in Palestine will aako us more Jewish. 
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There will bo no conflict botween our American 

and Jowioh solves, for the highest ideals of Americonir.m 
are the highest ideals of Judaism. Our attitude toward 
Zion shall bo idcallctio, not political. Can wo not love 

the Jewish Flag, and lot cur Jewish Dplrit help to build up 
American oultura? America will not ask us to surrender our 

Jewish Nationality. By strengthoning our Jowiahno38, we 
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Zion shall be a source of lnsplra- 




shall help America, 
tion to the Joy;s of tho Diaspora, and "From Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." 
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"America" is a Yiddish novol by Shalom Ash, 
translated into English by James Fuchs. The story is told 
in cn extremely interesting nannor, tho first sccno being 
laid in a small Jewish community in Russia. Heir is a 
Jewish student v.l th a wlfo and four children. The oldest 
ohild being a girl, sho docs not study tho books of Jewish 
learning. Eoxt cono tho twin boys, xi ho prefer pulling 
the oat's tail to studying the Talmud. But the youngest 
is a ohild of five who can already rcoito long vorscs from 
this book and who shows a decided dooire to loarn things 
Jewish. But Hoir finds that he oannot earn his living^ln 
Russia and is about to emigrate to America. Upon being 
asked if ho is not afraid of becoming "goyische" liko the 
majority of the American Jews, he replies, "whosoever wills 
to ba a Joy/, may bo ona, no cattor where ho llvoo." 

His life of toiling all day for little wages 
and studying tho Talmud in the evenings in his dingy room, 
is irleod a hard ono. Ho cannot accustom himself to Amori- 
can Jewish lifo. Ho fools that Amarioan Jewry is failing, 

losing its Jev/iohness. 

After a hard struggle, he savo3 sufficient money 

to bring his frxdly to America. Upon their arrival at 
Ellis Island, Joscolo, tho youngest ohild, is found to havo 

corao oontegious disease of tho oyes and ho and his fcister 
are sent back, back to despised Russia, and above all away 
from Fathor. Shalom Ash makes this soono on Ellis Island 

cspoolelly pathetic. Ho tries to bring out what he believes 

to bo the cruelty of tho ignorant and nono too sympathetic 
officials. But lator Jossolo is cured and he and his sis¬ 
ter again start for America. This time they are admitted' 
and it is indood a happy family reunited on American soil. 
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But as the other children go to school and become 
Americanised and Fathor is too tired to study tho Talmud 
in tho evenings, Jossolo feels strange, 
family, but they aro difforont, so different^ 


























Yes, it is his own 

Sister pre¬ 
fers coing to the movies on Shabbas to going to the Syna¬ 
gogue. Tho twins show a certain diqjuat for their own 
people, and Father — ho is too busy earning money. 
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Shalom Ash presents these troublesome problems 
bnt civeo us no solution. How are wo to understand the 
Ruosion Jewish immigrant better and how can wa Americanize 
him without allowing him to lose hla Jowishness? 














Luoile K. Uhry 
























Bofore we realized it, Luoile had grown to be 

She led the sane, normal life of the sensible 

and had tony friends, girls and boys. 


















e. young la&y* 

young t/oiaan of he r ago 
Kost of the boys attended oolloges in preparation for ono 
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careor or another, but along came ono who by age, position 


















and personality, had an advantage over the others in culti- 

Lucilo had 
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vating favor in thceyoa of the young lady, 
boon his pupil in the Religious School. 

religious school teaohor, later on, ran parallel with 

tho characteristics of tho idoal rabbi's wife, a matter 




» 








I 




Her qualifications 
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as a 


























not overlooked by the young teaoher-rabbi. 

When she wa 3 only 13# Luoile made inquiries 
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She 
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about women's rights cf entoring tho Jewish ministry. 

wa3 assured by Dr. Wise that hs would take it upon himself 

Bofore 












to ovorcorao such hurdles that might bo in the way. 
she v/aa 18, oho was engaged to the above-mentioned gentlo- 
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from Rhode Island and California, Louis I. Uewaan. 
at tho time assistant to Rabbi Harris at Temple Israel 

Luoilo still had two years to finish her ool 
She started her oonior year as Mrs. Nowman 




man 




was 


in Hew York. 








lodgo course. 
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and graduated, at about the tirao aha oolobratod 
woduing annivorcary. 
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The young oouple rontod a furnlahed 
apartmont but spent moat of their time with 
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Luoile 1 3 wedding day was sot for June 14 f 1923* 
Hoot of the principals would have proferrod 
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a simple ooro- 
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mony and dinner, but tho double oongrogational life 
the family excluded such procedure, 
tion into which entered first the uncertain 
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Aftor much consldora- 

otato of health 
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of Grandma Hos3borg, thon tho time for the trip 
the California 
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east of 

owman-Coffee femilleo, and last but not 
least, tho orowded calondars of Rabbl 3 Stephen 
Haurioe Harria, a temple wedding was dooided 
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S. Wise and 




























upon. This 

r at tho Hotel St.Regis. 

Dr. Wise 

neoossary to set tho 

time for tho coremony at 5:30, a very inoonvenient time for 
tho reason thut up to 5:59, one dresses differently from 
formal 6;01 attire dictatod fcy Emily Post# 
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was to bo follov/ofi by an intinato dlnne 
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An out-of-town speaking engagement of 
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at Watertrary, Connecticut, made it 
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After a few 
padding removed 

a change 

& H. R.R. made it possible 

under the rule. 

, we 
oongro- 

This also removed the possible feeling 








oursing malo members of tho family had the 
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im tiiC shouldcr3 of their entiquatod cutaways, 
in the timetable of tha U.Y.U.n. 
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to 




cm, the start to 6:01 and formal dress 
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liot to offend any members of Tomple Israel 
aaked tho Hoard of Truatooo 

gat ion, inotoad of uc« 






















to aot as hosts to the 
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of compulsion to thcso guest3 to follow tho dictates of 
convontion as to wodding gifts. 

^he Temple was boautifdlly doooratod with the 
finest of flora that Juno provides. Loading the procession 
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as one of the ushers was Son Roaenman, one of the couple's 
intimat 08 . In tho rohearcal for this procession, 3am had 
his elementary training in tho matter of oorreet marching 
in the aioloo of the White House in lator years, as frlond 
and adviser to Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
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The attendance 
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was very large and the bright June sun projected the bril- 
lianco end Joy of tho oouploo future common lifo. 
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A trip 

to California, with a summon oourso at the University of 
California, was thoir way of spending a honeymoon. 
























Little 

did they dream then that tho next year would bring them 

back there as shepherds to Congregation Emanuel at San 
Franoisoo. 
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In tho spring of 1924, a call oame to then from 
















Temple Emanuel. 


Theyworo hosltant about accepting this 
fine offer — in fact, thoy turned it down. 




















Thoy had in 

mind tho great or opportunity for sorvico to American Jewry 
in a city like New York, a3 coaparod to that in tho more 

comfortable, almost carefree Jewioh group in tho Golden Gate 

Dr. Wise and I prevailed on them to reoonaldor a few 






















oity. 

hour3 bofore tho congregational officer, charged with the 
duties of negotiation, was scheduled to leave Row York. 
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They aoooptod, end in July were on their way to their 

new post. 










































It is qulto evidont what ohanges this brought 
about in our hona lifo. It was especially hard for grand¬ 
ma, who sinco 1922, had. suffered from a serious heart ail- 
nent. Sho as well as the rest of ua realized however that 

nothing counted in fcoo of this wonderful opportunity. 

In November of tho same year, I made a business 

trip through Texas to California, staying in San Franoisoo 
about two weeks. Duo to grandma's condition, I made this 
trip clone, but the family at home, in spirit, lived through 

over7 moment of my Son Franoisoo visit. 

In the few months from July to November, hhe 

young ocuple had made a deep impression on both Jews and 

• • 

Christians. This v/as a uattor of groat rejoioing to me. 

I was shown honor from all sides and there loomed in my 
mind the idea of a possible transplanting of the eastern 
portion of tho family to the pleasant olimate of the Faolfio 
coast. I caw business possibilities there at a time when 
the never excessive ardor for my own line was in rapid cool¬ 
ing process. On my return trip, I visited Fresno, the hone 
of the Hcwman-Coffoo3, and also spent a week at Los Angeles. 
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hy itinerary called for stops at Denver and Chi 

A side trip from Denver took me to 




























osgo on the way homo. 
Silver Plume, Colorado. 
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Silver Plume la a mining tovn about 60 miles 
from Denver and then had a population of about fifty* 

It is at an elevation of about 
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houcod in wooden ahaoka. 












11000 foot and roachod by a aiAgio-tracked, narrow gauge 
steam railroad from Denver. LIy interest in Silver Plume 


















rostod on on investment of ao?eral thousand dollars that 
I, together with some friends, had made in some mining prop- 

tho manager, in how York, 

and oftor hearing him describe the wonder and wealth of 
our properties, it would havo boon sinful to pass up this 
opportunity of viewing the rioh bounty that Eature was hold- 
ing for us. 
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I had not a Hr. F.W 


ertlos. 
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It took four hours for the puffing looomotlve to 
pull us through icy ravines and overhanging trestles to our 
destination. My host, Ur. W.,and his son met me at the 
terminal and were very solioitous about my reaction to the 
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high altitude and the fourteen-below-zero tempo rature. 
After taking a fow steps, I understood their oonoern, for 
I felt pulso3 In a dozen places. 














I was glad when we roaohed 
Mr. V7.*a home and got oloce to the red-hot ooal stove of 


















which there woro six in the five-room bungalow. 

For my speoial boneflt, eeveral of the foremen 
supervising the work in the mines and mill oamo in after 

supper to discuss the day's progress with the boss and to 
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talk at me for rolay to tho Eastern stockholders. Arrange¬ 
ment 3 wore mado for my tour of inspeotion in the morning. 
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law. 
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For tho night, my hoot took mo to tho station- 

My room there was on the 
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master 1 o house, tho best in town* 

Attention was called to tho not-unfriendly 
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street level. 
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snooping around and soratohing at shutters by loneDome* 

Howling sounds from 














"harmless" animals# ouch as wild oats* 
mountain lions, oeotningly olose, woro from ton to fifteen 
















II ! 
















i 


H 








mile8 off and "nothing to worry about." 

I lay awake all through that arotio night, and 
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tho mo 3 t wolcomo sound wa3 that of footsteps overhead in 

They wore the stationmastar's, who rose early 
























the morning. 

to Eupcrviso tho doparture of the one-and-only dally seven 
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A.1I. train to Denver. 

It took oourago to get up out of bed. 

called for mo to get an early start for the day's rounds. 
After breakfast, tho question of what the wolldressed 

whon he visits his Silver Queen, was uppermost. 
































Hr. W. 
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For- 






woar3 
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tunatoly, Mr. W. was a muoh blggor man than I, so that over 

oould plaoo layers of olothing in dupli- 
With cn added 30 or 40 pounds to my 
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all that I woro, wo 


























oato and triplicate. 


































woight, tho 1100 foot climb to the mouth of the mine waa a 

V-lion I asked Mr. W. what he would do 


































procar iou3 mat tor* 
if I gave out, he answorod, "Same as I do with most of them 
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I made tho grado on my own. 

V.'o entered tho first ehaft and rode on the minia- 

The walls of 




— carry them up." 
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turo train to whore some men were at work* 
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oriss-orosced with voino of load and oil- 


the shaft woro 

All that the enthuciantlo promoters olalmod, lihen 






vor. 

they invitod our investment, was there, 
to sh.no it, mill It, transport it, cmolt it, and have some- 
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The question was 




I t/ anted to make cure that I would he 

thorafore I refused to 


thins loft over. 

around when wo divido the M kitty, 

of the doep orovico3 on narrow planks, with a 
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cross s<xnQ 






I rofusod to risk 


side sorving ao a haaister. 


ropo on one 

neok descending aevoral ladders to a lovol v/hero rooent- 
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Uj host was cure that 




ly a larjo vein had been discovered# 

of the outroxnora of tho oelcbratod £o# 6 voin 












this was ouo 

that had yielded over forty millions to the amors of the 














Ono ncods ho a patient optimiot to 




adjoining property, 
endure the drabness, risk and uncertainty that accompany , 
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I was happy whoa I saw daylight again. 


the life of a minor. 
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Our separation mill v;co on a mountain opposite. 

An aerial tram 
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about one mile off, measured ly airline, 
conncotod it with the main dump at tho opening of the mine; 












told that it would he the easiest way to got to the 




1 v/ao 




I watohod a load of oro being trammed, and deoldod 

I was warned about the hazards of ollmb- 


mill. 
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that I would walk. 










ing and sliding over frozon waterfalls and going along nar- 

Abovo us, gieantio ioioles from overhanging 

On one of 










row ledgea# 
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rock 3 } below, yawning gulohes of rook and loe. 

about four feet wide, we camo faoo to face with 
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tho lodges. 
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a donkey hauling lumber used for shoring the walls of the 

mines. This Jackass soomed to know enough to discover in 
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me tho tenderfoot from tho East. This, in spite of my die 
guise in local attiro and habordashery. For my speoial 
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bonefit, he plaoed himsolf diagonally across the ledge, 
blocking all traffic. 
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When he suddenly started to go, he 

nearly pushed mo over the lodge with the lumber that was 
strapped to his cldo. 
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Special preparations had been made to operate the 
mill for my benefit. The oapaoity of the mill waa inadequate 
for ovon a fraction of tho possible produotion of our mines, 
and several hundred thousands of dollars would be requirod 
to rocove this bottlenook. It seems to me thore is always 
somothlng in the way of additional ^onstruotion or aoquisi 

tion of property that consumes any accumulation of surplus 

earnings. 






•» » ■ 














..I? ♦ 




• ‘I 


n 

# . 4 










• « 










i * . 

1 i ! i 




























i : 1 






1 i: M 






















































It I 














II 
















'' r 














• r i! •* 

• 1 111 






; ! Ii 

h » iii i 




/ 
























































Tills was in 1924. 




I know that operations have 
last reports show that a large mill has been 
added, that moro land has boon bought, that granite quarries 
have been operating, that elootrio power-stations have been 
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continued. 
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built, that even oil was struck — but no dividends have 

One advantage I have over moat of our East 
ern stockholders is the experience of this exolting trip to 
the graveyard of our hard-o a me d funds. 

On ray return home, I had to be oautioua in my 
description of what I had seen lest they baok any enthusiasm 




























been declared. 
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I oould tostlfy 


ny part with additional lnvootmont. 
to the legitlmato expenditure in dovolopmont, to tho pros- 


on 




















to tho cmolter yield per ton of ore mined 
I also pointed out tho possibility of unforo- 


onoo of much oro, 
at that time. 

nishape that could undo at ono stroke all that had been 
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seen 










I concluded my doocrlp- 






pl&nnod and built ovor the years, 
tion by saying that millions in annual business are at 
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Ho raid Square in Hew York? Hacy's knowB how to -shovel then 
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in," Honsy Siegel did not. 

rioh and memorable experience was my return trip 
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fit ay schodulo# I bad to leave Denver that 

the seven JL.21* train I spoke of was the only one out 

Liy host decided to take me in his auto. 

The car had been put up for some weeks and the oil was fro- 

It was necessary to bring a heavy truok 




to Donver. To 






















night} 
of Silver Plume. 






























< 


















zen in its Jcint3. 
from nearby Georgetown to tow us until the parts of our 
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V.’e wero on our own for only a short 




vehiolo wero like rod up. 








tim 3 whan our headlights went out, leaving us in tho dark, 

# 

Wq managed to gat dim light- 












on & lonoly mountain dlrtroad# 




ing restored and wero going over one of the several mountains 


whore thoro was no human habitation for a stretch of about 

I inquired about an incased implement that hung 










23 miles. 






across the car cad was told that it was a shotgun in case — 

My host explained that if we 
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"In case of what?" I asked, 
should become stalled in a snowdrift, one of us would take 
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the chovol, and tho other, the gun to salute any of the 
snooping nativos that had soronadod me the night before. 
I conoontrated on the shovol. Few sights ever made me 
fool better than did the lights of the oity of Denver on 
that dark, cold night. 

To bo sure that I would start East full of the 
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wild-lifo spirit of tho Rocky ifountains# my host took me 
to a restaurant specializing In tho local fauna — hoar# 

Applying tho Golden Rule "Do not do 

unto others what you would not have them do unto you#" I 

A pullman berth never looked better 
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boar, and bighorn. 
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ordered ham and eggs* 
to me than tho ono I olimbod into on that night to be on 
my way to Chioago end thonco to Bow York. 

I brought back from San Franoisoo the exoiting 
news of a blissful ovent in happen in May. 
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Grandma's at 






































tacks recurred so frequently in tho early part of the year 
that wo had nurses in attendance almost continuously. ue 
rarely loft the houco, but on tho evening of Doco ration Day, 
we wont to tho movies. When wo oamo homo about 9:30, we 
woro told by the nurse that Rabbi Wise had phoned oongratu- 
lato us on becoming the grandparents of a California native 
son. Y.’ectom Union admitted that an undelivered tolegram 
wa3 at their office slnoo 5 P.M. We called San Franoisoo 
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and hod tho first of two lengthy phone conversations, a 

It was $37 worth of "gush" 
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sonsationol matter in those days. 
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with tho now father and all tho in-laws assembled but It 

% 

was worth It. Another notch in the rooord of thrilling 

experiences, tho one of becoming grandparents. 

The uppermost wish of the family was to have . 

grcat-grandna soo the baby. It soons that the hope of the 

fulfillment of that wish did more than anything 0 I 30 in 
keeping grandma going. Early in October, it materialized. 

If I had tho gift, I would liko to paint the pioturo of 

great-grandma holding baby Jeromy in her arms at tho dread¬ 
ed hour of departure. 

In 1925, grandma’s oondition had booome such that 
wo wanted to bo at roady call day and night. Attacks oc¬ 
curred without warning and cospoiled immediate first aid 
and prompt attention from dootors and nurses. As in a fire 
drill, eaoh somber of tho family, including 12-year old 
Ed Jr. knew his station and task in conoerted aotion to 
save seconds in tho preparation of speedy reliof. V.'e wore 
fortunate in the devotion of Dr. Keff, our family physician, 
and tho roady co-oporatloa of Dr. Rolsman, a neighbor. 

On Thanksgiving afternoon, November 25, 1925, 

this good woman took her oustomary afternoon nap and went 

to hor Just reward without again awakening. She lives on 
in many loving hearts and now dvjolls in tho groat oompany 

of thoco who, by their love of mankind and service to God, 

\ *• 

% 

have earned tholr place in the land of immortality. 


In the early days of 1925, I deolded t 
millinor7 business. I havo said before that 


A new play o 
tho vinlt of 


as a lino sonaitlvo to many influences. 
ook{ a notorious porson; a danoeuao in Paris; 
maharajah in London could ohango tho vogue 


we at ho r. 


day to another. Then there was tho uncertainty < 
Those risks had to bo oonsl&ered in the oalcula.' 


tlon end pricing of our article 
headway in spite of these odds. 


Soma 


us made financial 


There oaao the introduction of now methods in 
retail merchandising, a tendency to concentrate purchasing 
power, tho chain atoro and tho leased department that 
brought with them abuses that wore especially hard ffor tho 
honest merchant to boar. Mass production was ndvocatod; 
oarryi ns stook for spot delivery, wore the order of the day 


Purchasirg 


ing profit on the one hand 


nerohandi 


menufaoturor to take additional risks of stocking 
.co on the othor, can only bring ruin. The next 
>vnrt this* for more than half of the firms existing 


had failed or liquidated in the next decade. 

I spoke of abases a3 they affoot tho honest mcr- 


oapital 


and reputation are serious matters 


to him. Tho unscrupulous, who havo little or none of the 
invested, become ruthlo33 in the conduot of their affairs 
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but 
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I called about that time on my ex-partner, a.N.A 
to wish him luck in a buildlx^ conatruotion venture that 
ho had Just entered. 


v 
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A. wan among the few who up to that 
tino had operated very successfully under the now oonditiona. 


















I apoke of my intention to rotire from the line. He made 
















no an offer to corao in with him, to releaoo him for addition- 

The offer was sinooro and tho 






al building construction. 
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reasons for it consistent. 




An income by ©alary# casually 
mentioned# with a profit-aharing interest# waa placed by him 

It was hard to resist# and I acoopted 
























above £30,000 a year, 
tho offer £3 of Hay 1st. 

A subsidiary of his business, established to take 


























care of a close relative who was a disrupting elomont, 
to bo liquidated. 




was 

Between January and April, things happened 
that brought about a chango of mind, to the end that I was 








































to take over the management of that subsidiary for trial 

It was evident that family pressure 
had been operating and the planned elimination of the rela¬ 
tive was not as simple as it had looked at first. 


con¬ 


tinuation for ono year. 


















own business at that time waa nearly wound up, 
and I made the best of a situation that did not appeal to 
no, and that I could not have beoome involved in two months 
before. 








A proposition entailing a very large salary 
45 per oent intorest in profits, without risk of oapital in- 








vestment, was difficult to turn down. 
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Tho gross sales of this business had been approx¬ 
imately three-quarters of a million the preceding year, show¬ 
ing a paper profit of a few thousand dollars whioh oould 
have boon written off tenfold in a perfectly legitimate way. 

A novo in July of that year to temporary quarters, neoeasi 
tatod tho sale of the greator part of tho installations to 
a successor tenant at ono dollar, as on inducement for him 
to take ovor a lease that had to be disposed of. This re- 

duood the fixture and machinery nocount oarrled at $13,000 
to about ono-third of its prior book value. 

Despite its many allmonts, the business by October 
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1st was brought to a sound state, showing a small surplus 
in oporatlon. 
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Everybody waa enthusiaotio except I# for by 
that time# I had dleoovorod the hidden germs that had tinder- 










































































nlnod to a hopolos3 condition this partly restored oommerolal 

body. 
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The expense of a sooond removal several months 
after, swallowed up most of the profits that had boon made 

together with six or seven friends, was erect¬ 
ing 65 West 39th Street, a 22-story millinery building, and 

Our business,already sad¬ 
dled with thousands of dollars worth of wasteful overhead, 
assumed a C-14,000 annual rent account and spent $11,000 in 
new installations. 








I 














































so far. A 
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v/o v/cro of oourso to be tenants. 
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"Row for a million-dollar annual turnover" was 
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tho dictatorial edict from tho top* 

I repeat, I bad no investment in the venture be- 

Hy contention woe that we had 






























yonl my time and health, 
neither rorfcins oapital nor organization nor spaoo enough. 






























































ar.3. most important of all, in me, not a manager who was 
willing to lead in euoh a rootless venture. 
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A modest profit 

made in tho cans and honost oonduot of buslnsos appealed to 






























































me but not tho ifllo glory and noiao of a "million dollar 
wild raoe." A businoss depending on flokle style, cupor- 
sensltlvo to all other conditiona that affoot goneral trade, 
should bo kopt within limits. That was my contontion. I 
wan branded a coward, a pitor, and they would "show mo*” 
They showed me so much that when 1 called on my dootor, he 
v;as shocked aftor his examination, and his advice to me w&s 
as followst "I don’t know what your work is, but whatever 
it is, givo it up"i 
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I took my doctor’s advice and gave notice to my 
lie was willing to givo no absoluto power to 
organ!ze things in my way, to weed out parasites, to give 
tho corporation the name of the firm that wo were 15 years 
before, a name that still retained the rospoot and oonfidenoe 
of tho trade. 




associate* 




















In tho very final conferoncos, human nature 
relapsed to true form and I foresaw tho same sort of nervo- 
wraoking interference in tho offing, 
and got out to regain my undermined hoalth. 








I stuok to my deolsion 






\ 


t 




# 




i 




I 














• 315 












; . 
























* 
















IV I 












A vacation in San Franoiooo was the matter of 
first importonco. A fow days prior to the start of my trip 
I net a young man. Loo G., of whom I always had thought well 
and wh03Q strength v;ao that of soiling. In an extended 
lunch period, I dooidod that I would 3tart a hat manufactur¬ 
ing buoinoss, specializing in cortaln lines that we were 
both identified with. He was to bo the sales manager and 
to assist no all around. A salary of $150 a woek plus a 
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15 pci* cont interest in not profit was to be hia financial 

I had a skeloton staff of the ossentlal help 
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or rangoco nt. 
at my bock and call. 
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A very ploaoant throo-wook vacation in California 
seemed to have done wonders. I returned fall of pep and 
enthusiasm, and on tho corning after my arrival homo, wo 

started in tonporary quartors wi th maohinory and tool3 lont 
to me by friendly competitors. The matter of ranting per¬ 
manent quarters and the details of starting a business 
from soratoh, as I had done 24 years bofore, were not as 
easy ao I had thought. My 33lf- confidence ebbod from day 
to day. Doubt, foar, rogrot, alternating with the resolve 
to go ahead, to koap faith with trusting employees. Tlespon- 
oibility for a two- and-a- half year loaso at $0000 a year, 
and return of tho old dislike for the line brought things 
to a pass v/hora I did not sleep nor eat, but worry and brood. 

The summer of 1926 was the firBt opportunity for 
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visit of ny wife to tho family in San Francisco, 
left New York with our son, feeling that all was well with 

It ho easily seen what a fine atmosphere for brood- 


























no# 










in^ a nino-room apartnont oan ho for a lonosoao lover of 

iy hrothor Lloioe, whoso family had. gone 

to Europo, sensing my spirit of depression, spent nearly 

evooy evening with no. 

Leo G. camo to mo whon I was sitting in a ponder- 

IIo opened his conversation saying. 






















homo an! family# 
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ingmood in ay offico. 
w ilr. Uhry, I'a gonna talk myself out of the heat Joh I ever 






























You must not go on 


hc.5., and I havo no other ona to go to. 

with this venturo!" 
that a week at Atlantic City would mond all. 
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I was ennoyod for a moment and remarked 

He went out 








































under some pretext. 






















iy brother coon after called me on the phone and 

Thera I hoard that Leo had 
































asked me to meet him at lunch, 
called on him and ho suggested that I stop there and then. 
On an automobile ilde through Westchoster ho told mo in duo 
time that he had takon it upon himself to instruct Leo to 
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ivc notice to tho heads of tho force of my employees. 
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to it that I did not roturn to my plaoe of business that 

After a night at his homo, at 


C^'.Y 










day, nor to my apartment, 
the breakfast table, I promised to abide. 
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On arrival at my offico, an understanding group 














I offered to pay their salaries until 

In less than two 


of employees met mo. 

such time that they would bo re-employed. 
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wooks, overyono had found another plaoe. 






All exoept Loo. 

Positions like his woro hold under oontraot and this 
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was 

Leo assisted me In oloa- 

ing out norohandiso, equipment and ronting the loft, 
subsequently made a oonnootion at a muoh lower salary and 
on my ofior to oovor the difference, he suggested my payment 
of a bulk sum of C-1000, which I readily paid him. 
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July, not a time for expirations. 
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Lly first sub-tenant in July paid rent for 
month, v500, but in Soptembor, sont the keys to my house. 
Ho had gone to Europe and undor the law I oould not evon 




one 
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en^or the premises without bringing dispossess proceedings. 
In February, I seoured a new tonont, paying a rontol of 
v-000, an annual loss of $2000. 
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After some months moro an- 




































noyanccs dovelopod resulting from the condemnation by the 
building department of wooden partitions. 
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This violation 




























l:al emioted# unknown to mo# prior to my own tenancy# 
fixtures v/oro in part a consideration in my taking over 
the lease and v/ore sold to me at one dollar, 
the same inducement to my sub-tenant. 








These 
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I had given 

My predeocssor, the 

rooponslblo party, refused to cover or oven participate in 
the oxponso of roplaoonent by approved fixtures, 
ono-dollar bargain coat me $350. 
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Thus my 
















f; i 








































Tho violation had toon pigoonholod in ono of tho 


































city departments for such tenants that were willing to 
B ago, at vl50 a yoar,the services of 
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a oompany headed by a 
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rotircd How York City fir® chief, oonaisting of the super¬ 
vision of fire drills. 

I give all thoae boring dotails in the hope that 
someone, in some way, will profit by my experience. At the 
purchase of a building a oearoh is made for pending viola¬ 
tions} at the acooptanoo of title to on installation of 
fixtures, even at the prioo of one dollar, the s 
caution should bo taken, or at least guarantees be givon 




CHAPTER XIVIII: BACK TO GALIFORHIA JULY - SEPTEMBER 

G. HIRSCH SONS* AFFIUATIOB 
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I recuperated vor7 rapidly in the oirole of my 

family in whose center stood its youngest member, Jeremy, 

He and 1 were not strangers for 

I believe 

understood one another from the very start and I cm 
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then about 14 months old. 
this was our third meeting in his young life. 
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vary happy to say, despite the 51 years of age differonoe, 

in honest agreement on most essentials of life at 

In a later chapter I will dwell at groater 




by the seller. 
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To those who don't believe that it is harder to 




















we are 
this time. 

length on this happy state. 

For me, one who had novor become aocuBtomod to 

Bow York summers, San Franoiooo was a tonio. 

evory dey, with moderate temperature, dropping with the 

entry of a oool mist in late afternoon frequently to a do- 

that called for heated room3 and fur ooats in Angust. 

The HeiYmans, darlAS their two years of residence. 
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hold money than to mako it, I want to say that this "con¬ 
servative* venturo of only a few weeks* duration cost mo 

— and I'm not exactly a Sohlemiol. 

Realising in July that in my frame of mind I 
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about £11*000 
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Sunshine 
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would continue to mako mistakes, all wero agreod that an 
extended stay in California with my family was the oonsis- 

So on to the Golden East, where rest and 
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tent noxt step, 
the bright sunshine would sweep away the oobwebe spun by 

the spiders in th 3 dusty corners of my business surround- 
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had made many frionds, and San Franolsoo hospitality was 

The Bowman-Coffees from 
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ings in the year 1925-26. 






ohoworod upon us from all sides. 

Fresno had oome to San Francisco for the summer to osoape 
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Vio rapidly made many friends. 






the San Joaquin Valley heat, 
and somo of the businessmen saw favorable prospects for me 

for permanent establishment in their oity. 
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lly mist alee a in the preceding months medo me 
I also felt that the separation from a field of 
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cautious* 

aotivitie 3 extending over a poriod of 35 yoars would not 
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Aftor all, while I did not amass a 


he a simple matter. 

I had at least gatfcs red a wealth of good will and 






















fortuns, 
the confidence of many friends. 




















I wan not yet ready to 
state of "little work and muoh play." 
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Clip into the eaay 

pleasant in the period of recuperation to take ad- 




















It WQ3 

vantage of what country and city olubs offered in the land 

of guaranteed sunshine and well organized play. 

In ay early youth, I used to eat my candy on the 






































































spot, while my brother nibbled at his for hours and even 

Eow I was more conservative in the consumption of 

I wanted to keep some offored thrillo open 

This partly explains why so muoh of what 


































days. 


























offered treats. 


































for a later trip, 
the Cook’s Tours traveler saw on tho Paolflo Coast has to 














































I regret I 


this day remained unexplorod territory for mo. 

Pel lion to, llontoroy, Santa 3arbara, Yosemlto Park 
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nover saw 












of the famous spots in Oregon, Washington and the 

I remenbor with great pleasure ay stays 






and none 

Canadian Rookies, 
at Los Angeles, San Diego, Pasadena and Fresno in southern 

California, and day trips to lit. Tamalpel, Berkeley, Polo 












































































San ilatoo in the San Francisco dlstriot. 

A memorable incident was an eutomobilo trip to 

• • 

Dr. and lira. Harry Spiro of San Franoisoo, 








Alto, 
































Lako Tahoe. 
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lira. Anna Hewman Coffee of Fresno, my wife and I, made up 

Wo loft San Franoisoo on a boat in the evening. 

As we drove 














the party. 

bringing us to Sacramento the next morning, 
doepor into tho Sierra Nevadan, we struck roads that had 
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boon built long before automobile travel. After taking in 
muoh bronth-taking scenery, following breath-holding moments 
in the manipulation of the oar by oompetent Dr. Spiro, we 
reached Cicoo in midday and stopped for food and rest. We 
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drove through mountain passes made hlstorlo in the pioneer** 

There yonder, the 










ing days of the covered wagon oaravano. 
spot whore tho Donner party not its tragio end in the win- 
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ter of 1045-47; evorywhoro, landmarks of events bespeaking 
the courage and endurance of man resolved to reach the goal 
of a drocm. Ltuch w.i3 legond built by exaggeration and over- 
dramatization, but moat of it was realistic and true of 
tho oxporlences of the men and women soaking the goal beyond 

the horizon. 
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We were glad when we reached Truokeo, the oentral 
city of Laics Tahoe life. Our reservations were at Brook- 
man’s Hotel on the Novada side of tho lake. A day trip 
around the lake is first n mu3t" among the things to be done 
thero. The most impressive eight is tho sky's reflection 


































< 


•l > 






















































on the water, a panorama changing with every shift in the 

(Lot's give half the 












pat tom of a typical California sky. 
credit for the sky to your neighbor, Nevada, vain Hiss 
































California.) 
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Our stay there wa3 all too short, doubly realized 

On our way 
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by us when wo roached our next otopplng placo# 
to Calavora f s Bis Trees wo had ohoeon Markloovillo as & 




























stopover and had reservations for throe rooms with batha at 
its host and only hotel* 

Uarkloevillo, the 3cat of Alpine County, then had 

Alpine County beoame famous in the 
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a population o£ 56* 
prooidontiol olootion of 1916, whon the outcome hinged on 
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America rotired that election night 




tho California vote, 
in the belief that Charles Evans Hughes had defeated Woodrow 












































Belayed rotuma from isolated Apline County swayed 
the result, so that America awoke on the morning after, to 
find that Woodrow Wilson had boon ro-elootod. 
brought with it for many Republicans the proverbial head¬ 
ache of tho “morning aftor." 

Tho hotel at Harkloovillo was tho typioal inn of 




Wilson. 
























This news 
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The registry lay on the bar. 

Brass rails and high and wide cuspidors had been carefully 

Tho regular boarders, booted to 


tho early Wild Wont aovi©3. 






polished for our arrival, 
tho hips, wearing ton-gallon hats, tired from their day’s 
work in tho mines, oat around ohewing, Bpltting, wondering 




why we had ooma there. 

The faot that there was confusion in the announood 


time of our arrival caused no inconvenience in the assign- 

V.'o mounted somo steep stairs, led by the 










mont of rooms. 
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propriotor. At the head of tho stairs there was a shelf 
with about 40 oandlooticks each holding the stump of 
tallow tapor. Wo wore askol to help ourselvos to ons for 
each toam and to pick any of the 25 or more vaoant 
along an ondloco hallway (follow tho lino to tho baths 
bluo for tho boys, pink for the girls.) “Everybody's 










































rooms 
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hono3t around hero; no looko, no koys, no springs." 

In tho fow ninuto3 sinoo our arrival, wo had 

found out that tho ownor was coroner, undertaker and Burro— 

o were tired and trusting. 

prised by the fine supper that wa3 aorvod to U3. 
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gato. 
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V.'e wore agrooably sur- 

Our host¬ 
ess was so extremely friendly and oolioitous, that in tho 

middle of this fino meal, we became suspicious, 
wore hungry and reckless. 

Aftor supper, wo Joined tho assembled follow-guests 
in tho barroom-lobby, and were impressed by much that 

heard, especially about reocat automobile accidents that 
happened along tho mountain trail that we were to take the 

V/e did not sleep much that night, but whiled 
away the hours, holding room to room conversation between 

us through the wooden walla. 

Roosters began crowing, cow3 started mooing, baoon 
and ooffeo aroma penetrating, then the sound of the break- 

Agaln a 3urprlco in a substantial morning meal, 
fit to satisfy a killer's last wish before his oxooution. 
Fruit, bacon and eggs, steak, french tried, pie with choose. 
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But we 
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next day# 
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fast bell. 
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griddle oakes and bushels of coffee. 

Wo almost hatod to leaver such oordial hospitality. 
Now the bill* five dinners, fivo lodgings, five breakfasts 
— $12.50, but if Dr. and lira. Spiro used only one of the 
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twin beds in their room, it's only $12. ’ "You see, we have 
to haul most things from Carson City, that's why we have to 
charge so much. 
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Have a cigar on mo, gents!" 

We received last minute instructions about the 
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road and woro told of the spots where things had happened, 
some by landslide, some by misjudgement on the part of 
11 those city drivers# 11 


























We thought that many plaoos fittod 
















the description of "fatal scenes," but we had not seen the 

several autos that were supposed to lie at the bottom of 
the embankments. 


























Wo met up with them, however, in due time 
and also with a traveler going in the opposite direotion. 

At first we took some comfort out of the thought that 
wero not the only fools, and you know misery likes oompany. 
When we, as passengers, overheard the plans of manouvre 
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necessary for the oars to pass one another, we wanted to get 

out, hit in our spell for adventure, we trusted the Lord and 
Dr. Spiro again. 








Twonty percent grades, hairpin curves with 
only two to throe feet leeway to 500-foot drop 


s. 


Wo reached an altitude of about 13,000 feet. 


All 




of us felt the effects of this end one had nose-bleed, 
felt a thousand pulso 3 . 






Wo reached Cllavera's Big Trees in 
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The hotel thoro, oatering to steamer 




the early af to moon. 

had fairly oonfortablo equipment and looked good 














guoats. 






















• to US# 


Mil 

' Mil 






Within short walkli^ dlstanoo from the hotol Is 

of the largest and oldest sequoias (big 

Thera was the stump of ono with a 






a grove with coma 
trees) in oxistanco. 
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tunnel big enough for a team of horses and wagon to pass 

Wo left the next morning, drove through Angola' 
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through. 

Camp and the Bret Harto country via Stockton, back to 
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I love to day-dream about thia trip and 


San Franciaoo. 

re-live its rich and odd oxpo rlencoo. 

In August of that yoar, Ed. Jr. reached his Jew- 
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Ich najorlty# and on very short notice* was proparod 

Ho was well ao- 
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for the customary ritual of Bar Ultsvah. 
cantoned to public appearance at synagogue altera and in 
his rooitations acquittod himself in the manner befitting 
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a doaeon 1 s son and a rabbi's brother-in-law. 

Tho material celebration took the form of a mid- 

The matter had little 
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day dinner at tho famous Tait's. 

notice but nevertheless turned into quite a "package 
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advance 
party" over tho weekond. 

Visits at La land-Stamford, also at University , 

of California, the attendance of open-air performances in 

the Greek Theater on the Berkeley campu3, visits to the 

Namaan otenar home adjoining the Herbert Hoover rest 

donee at Palo Alto, days spent at luxurious Bereaford 










































II 

m 




iJB 






















f o mo r 








1 il] 










' » 






I 




















w, 












« 















































« 


326 - 




































Country Club, 
social life la which 
cuch resiotanoe on our part* 
as the rlchost dessert, but life 
East beckonod. Its taxing subotanoo had 


arc only a few iacldonto la the whirl 








of 








we were caught 




- I admit, without 
All very ploasant and 










sweet 

and activities in the 

greater appoal 

for ua than the noftoning ease and comfort of that of 
poors on the Croat ooast. 
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our 
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r ' e arranged for our homeward trip 
comparison tho special morita of 
forma of llfo. 

on the A*I. 

Grand Canyon. 
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to woigh by 
















each of theso different 
v *’e 1011464 oux trip by way of Los Angelos 






































& St.Fo H.R. to Chloago, with a stopover at 








































los Angelos differs climatically 

socially very much from San Franol 
more 






as woll as 


















Superior climato, 

middleman 


SCO. 






rapid growth, it3 luro to tho mld-Weotorn 




















by reason of offer of greater living comfort 
have implanted in tho hearts 






at lowor cost, 
of the pioneer rooted northern 
















Californian, 
bcoc^o alxnc3t proverbial. 


a Jealousy and spirit of rivalry that 


has 


Only tho dovolopacnt of Florida 






ha3 mitigated this unfriendly attitudo 


by the sharing of 




\ 


their contempt for 
loo Angeles is 


their mutual now rival. 


Sightseeing in 

or throe days, 

covers Long Beach, Santa Monica. Venice, Bovorly Hills, 
Hollywood, Pasadena and ths lit. Dilson 








so woll organised that in two 




one 


Observatory. 

»e wore glad to got on the train for the East, 
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and after 
Grand Canyon in 

Joined in this 
rash for tho 
oitghtsosing tours 
Parturo at ton P.M. 

1 will limit 




a good sleep, find 

norning. 

ono-day stopover, and there 
otol El 
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our oar 


BidetraoJcod at the 

About 60 fellow 










tho 










paasongora 

was an immediate 






















xowar, tho re to 
aa wore possible before 




arrange for 




aa 






many 


















the time for 










do- 
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ray docorlptioa 












Of this 
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a7/ o-inspipi 




Hiraclc 

104 felt to b 0 

tho alraoloa 


I ' !l 


wo rk of “'jtur 

Hade rs too d. 
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o and only say that 

Ia uy humble 

eeooat doyo, ai s0070 










it xmiot be 
Judgement 
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Boon 
$ not 

invented by 

agos 

' a eiant elements. 

# roady to take 
anxious to find 

commercially. 


























oven 


of 
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and 


Human ingenuity 

by the hand 


, can 


enrpasa this 




wonder work of 
tools of Hature 






the 


of God and the 
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We 




arrived in Dow York 














on Labor Bay 
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np the Hf e 

°nt whore 

trip had tho 
where I 

where I 


wo wore 


accustomed to 

would 

doslred offoot, 

£°indT. I knew 

croat not stumble 
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# and I was 
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oonnoot 






myoolf 










My 














and while I 

tho roada 




was not q,uite 
and ruts and 








was 


8ure 
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Pitfallc 










again. 










^nl3 was 






not an 






-‘■or no 
Some of those 


easy matter. 

Propositions. 






coonor was I diooovo 
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rod baok. 


thore were 

offorod admittano 






h 




attractions 

to 




»it 


®* almost free, 
of tho 




OOcts 






co ‘-e in, but bewaro 
aGs and followed 
















fioing out." 
offers of 






1 placed 


















advertised 






nan 7 things 
a4 raw hats 








ranging i a 






character from the 














manufacture 

aiaos in Canada. 

was such that I 
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?or horses 

. v Th0 coing-down-tow 


of 












to 


operating gold 
a Habit 








If 
















Had 


( 


1 




















. ; • 


















































•l 














- 328 








i 






























patience at homo on business days, and good company at a 

I preferably sought the 

company of Adolf HirBCh, tho friend of many days, 
mot him end his brother Angolo at lunch at Sohlelfer's 








lunch table was a pleasant event. 






I had 




























Restaurant on 35th Stroot quite regularly for oeveral yoars. 

I disouosed many of tho 
One day, out of a olear sky, he made 






















Angolo at this tine was in Europo. 

prospects with Adolf. 

of for 

tho surprlso/of my entering in the employ of his firm, 
0. Hirsch Sons, 417 Fifth Avonuo. 
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I knew the firm since 1091 at Grand Stroot; had 
chvmaod with Adolf whon wo wore buainoss noighbors in v.’ost 
Houston Street in 1896; bought goods from the firm whon it 
T/ac located at 653 Broadway, later at Broadway at 19th 
Strcot, and still later at 417 Fifth Avonuo. 
frequont opportunity to visit it. 


















































This gave me 

I always v/ondored how 
it was possible for anyona to know the myriads of items 






















that it carried. 


It was all so foreign to me that 1 oould 
not coo whore I fitted in logitimatoly. 

He folt that a mature man of my experience oould do muoh 












Adolf saw better. 
















to relieve tho heads of tho business. 


He folt there was a 

neod for a personnel man coming from outside into a business 
family with a groat many voterans, haixl to discipline. 

After two days of deliberation, I proposed the 
























following: that I oemo in and seo whore I oould bo of suf¬ 
ficient use to earn a decent salary; that no salary was to ' 
bo paid until such time that I think that Z am earning one. 
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and at such tima that wo would both agree that my employ¬ 
ment scorned mutually desirable. 
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Tho following Kondcy morning, I reported for work. 

The receptionist took my name, address, eto 
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ssal-incognito. 
and told mo the rules and regulations govemii^; shipping- 
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whom I was to assist 


He took me to Hr. W 


room employees. 

in a general way. 
shipping-room quarters, and for "Ed" I was too old, so the 




• I 






! M 


"Hr. Uhry" did not sound wo11 in tho 
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feili 






For identifioation, I was 




vocative became B hey, you. 

called "the new guy." 

v/ook when soma fellow employees saw me with Adolf coming 

After anothor week of Justified euo- 
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dlosaise was disoovored aftor a 
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out of a ro3taurant. 


















pioion and cautious conduct in the presence of "a planted 

I promoted myself to the stock end order section. 
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epy, 

Suspioion slowly rooedod. 

Aftor the third week, by virtue of transfer of a 
man to our Chicago offico, I took over his oalling list 
which was chiefly nado up of firms manufacturing women’s 

Our lines were 90 per oent 
for use in the Fall, and this was the middle of October, 




if. ! || 1 I > 




% 
















11 
• a I 






I: 1 ’ 1 




































i< •11 












% 








hats and artificial flowers. 
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v/ith only a few woek3 left before tho start of tho wholesale 

In the short time, I began to realize the 












Spring soaeon. 

possibilities for promotion of much of the merchandise on 




































hand by simple manipulation and slight ohange in const motion. 
Out of a staple lino of furniture galoons, we designed 
Jacquard ribbons and bandings having the appearanoe of 
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V.’o had no trouble to sell all 


exponslvo hand embroidery. 

oould turn out on tho machines at our disposal at 


that wo 

Lyon and later on also at lluremborg • 

In Octobor the firm broke our no-salary arrange- 








• ♦ 






















nominal monthly pay to 


mont by insisting that I aocopt a 








added at tho ond of the year. 


which a substantial bonus was 
By that tino, both sides felt that wo would go ahoad, and 

suoh that no detail 

Until 1932 ny 
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the mutual confidonco established was 














aiGCucoion of remuneration waa nccooaary. 

bot^oon $8000 cud C10500 yearly• 










My main 






earnings ran 

work wao tho development of a millinery supply department. 
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made to fool that 




From the very beginning, I was 

all matters ordinarily held eonfidon- 












with few exceptions, 

with tho principals* wore as an opon book to me. 






















tial 








"hired help" but I was treated as 


strictly speaking, 
of their own aosooiates. 


waa, 


This mado mo very happy and 






one 




I put in ovory ounco of energy that can croanata from tha 

o on touted roan In tho prime of life* 












ambition and loyalty of a 

I enjoyed ny work, was among the first to arrive 






















Uy manner 


in tho morning* and tho last to leavo at night. 




I was the envy 


and mien refleotod my happy frame of mind. 

former competitors who labored undor tho 










of 20 no of my 






changing conditions and demoralising evils that 

I baoaroe father oonfoacor 


strain of 








oroopinc into our old lino# 
to nany an honoat# worried brother-in-trade# who waa froro 


wore 
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day to day sinking deeper into tho quioksanda of abuses 

resulting from oonoontrated baying power. 

Not even the crash of 1929, while it diminished 

inventory values of ny investments, groatly disturbed my 

happy mood. The yoar 1932 was rather the beginning of my 
depression. All businoss wao poor. Added to the many 

ruinous dements that had ravaged tho millinary business 
wa 3 an extremo change of style roflooting the upsot psy¬ 
chology of concunor and oroator alike. Business in 1931 
was still good enough to warrant & trip to Europe. I made 
it a sort of buainesa-vaoatlon trip to France and Switzer- 
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land. 
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With my best Judgement based on trend lndioated 
in tho several avonues of stylo origination, I bought a 
conservative, amount of millinory merchandise from French, 
Swiss, Italian, Gorman and Czecho-Slovak!an manufacturers. 
Ostrich foathera, as a hat trimming, were as doad as Empress 
Eugenie, the wife of Napoleon III. 
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Shore was no sign of 




















































resurreotion of either ono when I boarded the ship for my 
return trip, 
on the way. 
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Tho ghost of the Empress must have passed us 

'S 

Before I had regained my land logs, fashion 

reporters called cn me to find out what all that talk about 

robirth of tho Eaproos Eagonio togged out in ostrich- 

plumed millinory" amounted to. 

nevor cared much for queens, oxoopt q.ueen Esther of the 
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All I could &ay waa that 1 
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Bil)lo anl tho queen of spades for a meld in pinoohle, and , 
thoroforo was not familiar with tho osoapades of Her Majea- 

A typical millinory upuet and I had to he nixed up 

trith conn thins as fickle and inconaiotont aa Hadaae La l!odo. 

importations dribhled away over the next dooade 

ana made thoir farewell how out of our stock at the etart 
of World War II. 
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liy wrong 
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The episode would not ho worth mentioning if the 
emcrlonoo had not prejudiced ne otill more against every 
thing that had to do with tho millinery industry. 

Tho firm waa quite willing to 
othor experiments hut I waa tho dotraoting ivifluenoe. ilany 










































































othor linos wo developed for othor industries oould ho ap 

We found ways of 










plied in a limited way to ny spooialty. 
unloading on mosda3lC3 , chapeaux lampshade fringes, army 










and navy emblems and braids, church ornaments, clown doth, 

cad anything that glittered and was not gold 
octal ribbons, notal laoes, guiops, cords, tasaols, frogs, 
r^iiiiootonc 3 , spangles, imitation pearls, nailheads, glass 
leaves, beads, buttons, tineol threads, lingerie flowers — 

but a few of our regular item3. With plenty of 










brooados. 


























the LrO Y.’Cre 






pationso and capital, the firm was in the position to wait 

It arrived, and tho firm and tho U.S. Troas- 










for "tho doy." 

ury Department did well. 

Whoa, at one time, a European manufacturer sent 
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U3 a sample lot of pino needle bath tablets, the odor 
ponotratod tho 15,000 oauaro foot floor from end to end. 
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Violous rujQOp had it that this was dua to a perfuming pro¬ 
cess to taka tho BeOe out of our old stock. 
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It dolighted 

my heart whom in 1942 and 1943 this maligned oollootion 
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bconmo tho object of ardont wooing by the deaignors of the 
Eauto Uodo. I fear that my plunge into tho rapid ourronts 
of commercial activity in those years brought mo to the 

climax of December 27, 1943. 
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In tho early morning of that day, I had on attadk 

I will refrain from going into dotail 3 
on tnls except to say that after nine months of scrupulous 








of acute angina. 






































care, I v/as baok on my foot, but dootors and ths family de¬ 
cided that I must rotiro. 
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firm kindly sot the day ahead 










to Dccombor 31, 1944. 

Thus ended my business careor, starting on Janu- 
ary 20, 1391, covering a period of nearly 54 yoars. 
accumulated a fortune in money, but a great wealth of 
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I never 
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frion&shx^j confidence und rospoct from cuctonioraf suppliers* 
competitors* ciaployora and employees. 




































As far as I remember, 
of the enemies I made, I can honestly say that I am proud 

o* them. Tho names of many friends are well Ohjraven on 
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ory, and while I do not attempt to mention them here, 
I think and speak of them £ roquantly. 

I must at this time register the gratitude that io due the 


my m 












I feel however that 
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Hirschs, my employers and associates of longest standing. 

First, Adolf H., a boyhood pal, maintaining friend- 
ly contact throughout tho years. He had oonfidenoe and 
sincere Interest In mo as manifested by his spontaneous 
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offer of employment, at a tins whoa I could not afford 

It was ho who placed me at tho level 
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another \vr 0 n 3 move, 
of rani In his organisation that is hard to call by none 
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but can bo visualized by Joining tho itoma of my varied 
functioning in the business, 
criticism, uilling howevor to retraot when events provod 

Y.'a maintained intimate sooial relations. 
























Ho ?/as always frank, even in 
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him to be wrong. 

In tho days when my family went to California, I epont most 






















of my wcokonds at his hospitable homo in V.'eotohostor. He 
is still my friend and I fool that I can lean on him for 
any frlondly service at any time. 

Hr. Angelo was the oldost of tho brothers at the 
tine I oemo to the firm. One oldor, in oharge of tho Fronoh 
branoh, and a youngor brother, hod died. Angelo, a man of 
both spiritual and material substance, rational, oalm in 

Judgement, openmlndod and rospootful of tho difforont view 
point. Ho was outspoken and frank but always considerate 
of tho feelings of others. Ho, more than his brothers, 
had absorbed in his youth tho atmosphere of email-town Jew 
ich life similar to that of mino in my p ro-Amor loan days. 
Despite a considerable difference in our agos, we beoame 
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very chummy. 




1.0 epont moot of tho Saturday afternoons to¬ 
gether, matching story with story from our vast repertoire 
of reminiscences, emanating from tho lives in Hoth 
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am Sand 


























in Bavaria and my own Ingwlller. 














Aftcr spending many years in Philadelphia and 
he had founded tho branoh businoso in Huromborg. 
Hie wife oam 9 from thero, and before world War I, he lived 
thoro for several years. 

family C?3nt tho cummer months there. 
















Hew York 
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Until the doath of his wife, his 

He was very active 

in modico-30clal servioo work and a patron of art, music, 

end all things cultural. Ho enjoyed life, koeplns abreast 
with commercial and social progress to his 
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vory end. Ho 

died at age 70, much lamented by his femily and a host of 
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friends. 
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.olix wc, 0 t 0 got bo r with his brothers ono of 

tho founior3 of the business* 
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nil 
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He booomo the chief of the 
Pronoh branch after tho death of Leopold, an oldor brother. 
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He made Lyon his family homo, sent his children to 
Gorman, and Fronoh schools. 














Swiss, 

His sons, Horton and Stephen, 
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wore trained for tho business, and are tho only second gone 
ration of the family who entered it. 
























They are now the cap 
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tains of tho old and rugged ship* 
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Adolf lived with tho Felix*s when I first mot him. 
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I T 7£3 a Troquont visitor and dinner sue at at their homo 
r/ 03 1 13Sth Street* 
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It was a large household, made up of 
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the Felix's, thoir two ohlldron, two baoholor brothers. 






✓ 








sis tor* in-law, and a oouoin from upstate, employed in 

ow York. 
















V.'hsa each ono brought In one or more friends, 

tharo was always a Jolly maos meeting, 
on a Saturday* evening to tho Harlem Casino at Seventh Avenue 
































V'hen we stopped out 
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rest, Stoin, the ownor, tapped a fresh barrel 
of liuenolienor and tors a couplo of moatjes herrings.•• 

Norton was then a little boy of about three, and 
in one of hi 3 earliest pictures, ho is all drsssod up in a 






and 124th 
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leghorn sailor trimmed with a clipped ostrloh pompom, the 

Stephon was not 
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product of tho fira I thou represented. 

Little did I dreara thon that 30 years after# I 
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yet born. 

would be in tho employ of a house that they were destined 










































to head. 












"'hem I visitod Europa in 1899, I found at my 
hone a most oinooro invitation to spend a part of my vaoa- 
tiou with tho Hirsoh family, then residing at lyon. 

I spent two weeks with Hr. Felix at our Paris offioe. 
could not help marveling at tho olose touch of this man, 

then approaching 70 and in poor hoalth, with oveiy detail 

Few executives at olose range 

and in constant attendance oould as readily lay thofcr hands 
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In 1931, 






























of tho How York buoinoco. 


































on thing3 as he could in an organization that was the com¬ 
posite of eight or ton oeparato businesses, 
of lira. Felix, he retired and spent the rest of his days in 
























After the doath 
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the United States. 
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Herman had died before I oamo with the firm. 
His strength was in selling, but he left a few items for 

me to dispose of, among then some gilt shoe buttons that 

ovantually found their way from tho foot to tho head 
milady. 
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...orton, well proparod for tho business, would 
havo boon sucoossful in any tiling that he might have 

A tall men of fine appearance, able to think fast 
and clearly, he is thoroughly familiar with things. 

ail enviable memory, a natural talent for .mathematics and 

good taste. 
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tinder- 
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t aken. 


In 




























He has 
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Unliko a groat many people with this 
binatlon of qualifications, he is domooratio 








rare com- 


















and tolerant. 
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I got along very well with him as did most people that wore 

lionoau# conscientious and choked 
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average ability for thoir 
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Stephen, the kid brother, boss's son sad nephew, 
ono of tho boys in the making when I Joined. 
















* 








Li ! \ It \ 


was 




I handed 

him hie weekly pay envelope separately while the others 
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to pick theirs up at tho cashier’s window, 
very difficult for 
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It is sometimes 
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a youngster to got Just rating from 
family of assorted elders or fellow employees who knew 
in *win5orgarton or even boforo ho was born. 






























him 

Ho was a hard 

Yes, night — for it is in tho 
night ono sees what ladioa wear, or not, and we dealt with 


































workor, day and night. 
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For many yoara. 


the theater an! also tho 11nsaria traao. 
ho uni I had adjoining dosks, and I had hotter opportunity 


















Unliko a lot of 11 oh 




to ovaluate him than moat othora. 
nan's sons, he spent his raonoy carefully# and he has all 






















He la not as calm aa his 




the earmarks of a nonoy maker, 
brother# but after an occasional tiff# ho boars no grudges 
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and gets along with most people. 

Aftor having observed the riBO and fall of mcay 

businesses# going from one family generation to another# 

i 

1 believe I aa qualified to say that tho Hlrsoh ship# launohod 

in 1333, has plowed through tho rough seas for 53 yoara 

and is sailing along proudly, ably manned and safely steered. 

’,7h8n I retired from my own business, I was moot 

proud of the long years of employmont of some of ray faith- 

Iho Hirooh family with no less prldo can look 
back to a like situation, bespeaking a spirit of fairness, 
tolerance and dcconcy that bordora on brotherhood, 
not my locat satisfaction that ray last yoara of oomneroial 
aotlvity could be spent in this oongonlal atmosphere. 
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ful workers. 


It is 
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CHAPTER XIIZs inr COIWERCIAL 






SIDELIJJES 
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Aftor 1915# whoa 




my father-in-law passed 
iay crowded oalendar, tho work of 






away# 
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thdro v/cm added to 
an d then fall 








part 














management of tho family ownod 
This was composed of five tenements 
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real estate. 
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looatod in throe 

rate East Side locations, East 38th, East 95th 
127th Streets. 


sopa- 






and East 


















vifo f s cothcr and brother 




wore tho own~ 








"he proportioo 




cm. 






wero oold-water tonemento, each of 

rooaa, no baths, two toilets 
os on oaoh floor, 
por room 


















20 units of throe and four 


mi 
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shared by tho four fanili 
woro about four dollars 
water supply and combination 
uring lut a olight lncreaas 










Rentals then 
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• Tho installation of hot 

wash and bathtubs did not 
in rent, hardly enough to 
in the status of 
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coot of operation, but helped 
and slightly in that of tho 
at the lowest 
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Only those 
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character of tenancy. 
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coononic strata wore willing to live 








under 










such conditions of oqualo 
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-oot of tho rents had to bo 




oolleoted in instal- 














meats and on the tenants' respective pay days, 
mate oausos for dolinquonoy in 














To legiti- 
payment, such as illness 




















and unemployment 

custom to give half 
tenants. 
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, uars added those of drunkenness 








and a 
rent to new 
vo dollars covered tho 














a whole month of freo 
..hen one oonoidors that fi 
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expense of no vine, it is readily seen that the actual ap¬ 
plication of the slogan "it la cheaper to nove than to pay 
rent" hsl very tempting appeal. 

business and I an proud, to say, little qualification for it. 
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I had notasto for this 


































Despite rent laws during and immediately after World War I, 
the nominal yield wen vory fair. 






















I oey "nominal yiold," 
for tho pres euro from mortgagees was suoh that hy their’ 
right of foreclosure, thoy hold a sword ovor oymera, and 












Nil. 
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many plcycl the game of "freeso out" with all tho bluff and 
cunning that operates in tho card game of that name. 

Savings banks and insurance companies wore reason 
ablo enough tut some executors of estates and lawyers could 
nag to desperation. Thcro woro no protecting laws as now 
with reference to foreclosures. Dcficienoy Judgements for 

the difference between the amounts duo and those realized 
at forced foreclosure, brought many an honest, thrifty owner 
and his family to tho bankruptcy stage. 












































































































V.hen m 7 brother-in-law# tho half owner# stopped 
ti’avclins, I transferred ry Job to him. 






For sevoral years 
he cade a vory good showing in lncomo, a matter to whioh he 
still refors with groat pride. He made no renovations and 
only such repairs that halted utter collapse of the proper¬ 
ties. Ho defied Tonemoat and Building Pepartmont violations, 
rosuiting in cancellation of liability insurance coverage. 

Ho laid hlasolf open in case of an aooldent to Indictment 
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in which his invalid mother might have booome an lnnooont 
oo-defendant. When ono morning at seven, aftor a night of 
sovero attacks that had kept us on our feet ministering $o 
mother, a deputy called to take him bofore the Building 
Commissioner by force, since ho had ignored a previous oum- 
mons, I decided that tho partnership must be dissolved. 
Kothor's death soon after delayed action in this matter. 

As oo-oxecutor with him and a coming ohange in 
ownorahip, giving ay wife a 25 per oent lntereot, I first 
af.vooatad and then insisted on the acceptance of 
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a vory 

good offer for tho throe proportioa on East 95th Street. 
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In tho next five yoars# my brothoi>in-law 
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This left two. 




















managed tho East 3Sth Street property, then assessod for 

purposes at £-35,000, in a manner that yielded 

monthly rontal of £50. 
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a gross 

Iho house wa3 crumbling to rubble. 

i'ho East 127th Street house wo boarded up and finally wo 

:a glad to havo tho savings bonk mortgagee take it 
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and roleaso us from our bond obligations. 

The East 30th Street proporty was in the path of 














































tho planned crosstown vehicular tunnel and had great 
lativo value for that reason. 
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opeou- 

A renovation oooting ovor 
v5000 v.-aa decided on, also guarantece of non-lnterferenoe 
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in my management was given. 


The income aftor that covered 
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all fixed charges, allowed some amortizations a n d ths with¬ 
drawal of the V5000 renovation advance. 
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It also oovered 
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a firs retarding ezponce in the next 
years, tho property ovon yielded email 




years, For a few 






oaah withdrawals. 








A change In tho oity's old plana brought about the 
etruotion of tho 










oon- 






procont Quoono Midtown Tunnel, leaving 


















our property out of tho picture. 


























As working people began earning hlghor wogeo 
around 1941, our vacancies grow, 

something hotter than we had to offer. 

janitar, used to tho handling of cuoh property, brought 
more handicaps. 














































Koot peoplo could afford 

The death of 
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Soon wo had eight or nine 
siating in a considerable deficit. 








vacancies, ro- 
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Lihe in a small neighborhood store, 

was most important. 


the personal- 
no Janitore wore 






ity of tho caretaker 
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available. 




I wan compelled to 










spend a groat deal of time 

, 

period when my health was falling. 

, could not bring hlmoolf 




















with this nattor at a 

-y associate, tho majority owner 
to pinch-hit for 






































The matter worriod 
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rao while I was 
A friend, export 
9 arranged with tho attorneys 

representing the mortgagees to accept assignment of title 
-cr a nominr.l cash consideration in 










bolridlon in tho first months of 1944 # 
-in rorl entato, at ny request 


























our favor. 




I an nakinj 
associate, but to counteract 






reoord of this without raallco to 

anticipated ralnstatemonts. 


ray 










lively to he nado by him 

plaint end his enjoyment of feeling miserable 


• Hy laovvledgo of hio love 


for com- 
in an lmagi- 

peraecution, prompts mo to 








nary situation of hard luok and 
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rosort to this unpleasant 
I oan cay without hesitation 
disproved by faot 3 






-asjc of self*.defence 
that his gloomy 
V/l thout 




in advance, 
accounts are 
Pitying myself I 
in the mat tor. 




















*' i 


and figures. 
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can say that I was tho only sufferer 

regular businons 
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novor disturbed 
degroo that did this sideline. 


my peace of mind in the 














Real estate 
investment for tho 

It offered 
to this, thore 

tation of the advancement 


was for many yoars tho 
email business 




first choice 
man or tho thrift/ .aploy,.. 

having, hant, and addod 
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a yield bettor than tho 


















was tho fairly general 

oi ground value in 
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and reasonable 
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a fast 


growing 


metropolis like Hew York, 
lara and much health 

enterprise. 


Howove r 


» many hard earned dol- 














and peaoo of mind 












wero lost in the 

cay, "Shoc- 

your own 
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Sascd on ny 


esparienoo, I would 
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your last." 


Tiy to flucoood in 
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lino and loavo 
buying with 
wrought by stock 
one gets quicker aotion. 

Ehllo Tory little financial bon.fit 
oxperionoo olth tononoat dwell,„ 


roal estate to tho 








opeoiallst. 


! 




It is margin 
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nearly all tho rack 










and ruin that had boon 


















market spooulation. 






In the 






a took market. 














































accrued to 
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no by this 






# it surely cup- 








plied great opportunity for 

•veil ao tho 












aore study of human nature 
nation of the devastatin 
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end oconoaio inequalities. 






S effect of sooial 

eoe at this late 

eonsoienoe, a will 


















I am happy to 

of the public 
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a slight awaioning 
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for slum clearing and an omphasis on decent living oondl- 
tiona for all* 
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Another matter rorjiiring much tlmo and thought 
arose by vlrtuo of my appolntmont aa oo-exooutor in tho ea- 
tato of ay friend, Henry Uolburg. 
caao on July 11, 1932, at ago 58* 
very lucrative 3llk and ribbon business in 1930* 
bachelor with a largo family of brothers, a eiotor, neph¬ 
ews and niocoo, and my designation by him aa ono of hio 
executors oemo an a great surprise to me and apparently ao 

a shock to some of his brothers* 

Assuming conscientious responsibility for an 
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Henry’s untimely death 
Ho had retired from a 






III 1 


















I: 'W 






He was a 
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estate oonposed of stocks, bonds, and real estate mortgages, 

Values wore at lowest ebb 












was not aa easy natter in 1932. 
in all fields of lnvectcent and tho policy of watchful 










































waiting seemed to be tho moot plausible. Among a largo 
group of heirs, thore are usually those who would rewrite 
both the testament and the laws that apply to tho adminis¬ 
tration of estates. Our Hew York State laws are very fair 
and explicit, mapping out very definite ways of genoral 
procedure, but a hungry crowd of selfish, resontful heirs 
can be a ruioanoe, especially under the goading of tho 
expert" advice of would-be chief Justices or sapor lawyers 

to bo found in every family. 

Re-investment of lnoome and funds released by 
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maturing and oalled bonis, tho deoline in tho real value 
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a**d. cafa.y of Inflated roal estate loans, requires muoh 
time, thought, and power of deoisi 














11 














Offhand I would 

say that oxooutors oarned tho oomalsaion allowed 
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them by 
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law, a mattor in which few heirs 


At this writing. 


ooncur. 
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in tho early days of 194S, I am waiting for my release 
as truotco and exooutor of this estate. 
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With till8 disposed 

of, I will bo freed from nearly all of my business aotivi 
ties or atout 55 years 1 duration. 
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Tho omphasla on human aorvloo, blendod 




rich and poor* 

v/ith religious sorvico ao the perfection of livino aorvioo. 






































FREE SYNAGOGUE 

ajtd persohal social service 
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CHAPTER XH: 
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Sooial sorvioo 
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had, I repeat, a foreoful nppoal for me. 

In addition to roliof, it otresnea pro- 




f t»l | f ' 
ti I I ’ 


! 






4 






is charity plus, 
vention bafore the collapse, and the removal whore possible 
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vy 0 arly religions training and Free Synagogue 

tho oonviotion that a part 
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of tho causaa of distress and the dangers of relapse. 

My crowing interest In this unique oongrogatioa 

ripened to ardent entliuciasra, when in 1911, I enrolled ny 
littlo daughter in the Religious Sohool. 
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social service brought to me 

strength and worldly possessions belong to 
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of our timo, 
the community at large. 
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I realized that a Jew has the 
Jewish life and its problems by 


































It soon beoame 
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further duty of sharing 






a question of which ono botwcon us registered the highest 

As a steady at- 














with sectarian organizations suoh as synagogue 
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affiliation 

and sooial service, as well as agencies concerned about 
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degree of ever-mounting Synagogie fovor. 
tendsnl at the Sunday morning sohool assemblies, I soon 
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A Christian world has forood 






tho affairs of world Jewry, 
ua to bo our "brother's heepor" even 




















of the organizor3 of a parents' association. 

I was rewarded by unanimous oleotlon to its presidency. 

In 1914, I was also oleotod to tho Executive Coun- 
The Executive Council was headed by Hr. Henry llorgen- 
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became 023 




if we would have the 
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will to alum this duty* 

Y/hcn X wco in my tv/ontioOf oooial sorvico $ 
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then 




























oil. 




oallod oharity work, had a groat appeal for mo, the soope 

of my participation being limited by my modest resources 

I havo in a preceding chapter 

In 1909 I found 


















then the president of tho congregation. Around 
Counoll table were seated Judge Abram I. Elkus, Hr. Osoar 

These three wore diplomats, oaoh having repre 














th.au, Sr 
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the 








and laci of free time* 










Straus. 

sontci the United States as Ambassadors to Turkey and in 

foreign missions — the two fir3t-mcntionod,under the 
Uilson, the third,under tho Theodore Roosevelt administra- 

Other iron of big affairs on tho Counoll were 
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spoken of ny congregational wanderings, 
tho congregation that more than any other had the program 
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other 








I Joined the 


for the fulfillment of my religious needs. 

October 1909, impressed with its spirit 
















Free Synagogue in 










tionu. 

Dr. Lee K. Fraakel, ono tine dirootor of the Sage Foundation 


exhibited by its underlying prinoiplo of no 

Membership by vol- 








of dcnocraoy 

fixod duos, no pews or assigned seats. 

wholehearted contribution, commensurate with the 




















and lator vico-prosident of tho Metropolitan Life Insurance 

ohairman of the board of 


















untary, 

resourooo of the 








Company; Mr. Henry Ittol3on, 






applioant, offered equal privllegos to 
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C.I.T., prominent in How York philanthropies; Mr. Adolph 
Lowisohn, hoatl of tho Lewi30hn oopper Into roots, donor of 
tho Lowisohn Stadium, chief honof actor to tho Ploasantvlllo 
Homo for Children, early promoter In tho progressive move 
mcnt of prison reform, patron of art and musio and owner 
of a valuable collection of mastorpleoos. 

I do not portray this scene of wealth and brains 

to Impress tho reader with ny own Importance, but rather 
to show tho spirit of democracy that pervadod this young 
and vigorous Synagogue organization that dug down to my 
stratum for tho selection of leadership. In ago I was 
25 years under tho average of ohuroh and synagogue ciders 
of that period, ootnmorolally I was Just a pebble alongside 
of theso towering rooks of wisdom and financial strength, 
but they encouraged my participation in disousslon and 
nevor reaented an opposing opinion that I dared to hold at 
few instances. 
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The phrase "Dr. Wise speaks to the Congregation 
and not for it," was the diplonatlo expression of Mr. Oscar 
Straua, answering a storm of critiolsra In tho Monday morning 
proea aftor a sermon preached at Carnegie Hall the day be¬ 
fore, entitled "Who Arc tho Bolshevists at Home and Abroad." 

In this treatise. Dr. Wise sounded a warning note to Judge 

• • 

Gary of the TJ.S. Steel Trust for its intolerant attitude 
to its slavo workers, earning from $1.75 to $ 2.25 la a ten- 
hour day. A concurrent strike in the Hew York shirtwaist 
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lino, threatening a sproad to other industries in which 
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many of our membership wc?:ergogod, presaged an enormous 

However, only five dleharda <piit. 

iso was the result. 
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flood of ro3ignc,tionae 
A unanimous voto of confidence ior Dr* 

It was an oduoatioa and ozporienco to bo in the 
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and I havo mentioned their nemos be- 

Ho^ever, 


company of those non 

tlioy stand out in tho history of that day* 

I would be unfair and unapprooiativo if 1 would not mention 
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come of tho men not in the limelight, but nonetholesa great 
and very important by virtue of their own contribution in 

work and epcoial talent. 

Mr. Charles E. Bloch was among the first to Join 
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with Dr. ’.Vico in tho founding of the Free Synagogue. 

i 

of the Bloch Publishing Company, doing budnoss 

chiefly mth the congregations and rabbis that wore furious 
in their attacks on this new movoment, he faced an evident 

Eis viewpoint on liberal Judaism, his 
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loss of businoss. 
integrity of thought, hi3 toloranoe of honost opposition 

and his frank manner impressed ms no less than the import- 

end dlploaaoy of the above-named giants. 

Then there was Benjamin Schloss, social service 
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enthusiast, calm, oorrect and proper in epoooh, dross and 

Kathan Strauss of Eew York and Portland, Oregon, 

first treasurer and a personal friend of mine long 

The other and better known 
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conduct# 


















our 


















before Free Synagogue days. 
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Hathan Straua, Sr., mcmbor of the congregation, while 
novor accepting office, was always on hand when a crisis 

He was hig enough to stand for an attack by Dr. Uiso 
on 3)iok Crokcr, Tammany boss, who was Ur. Straus* close 
friend, a natter hard to understand. 

Counoilnen, eaoh contributing something to the strength of 
the whole. 
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There were other 
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I was made a trustee in 1914, but at this writing 
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in 1946, I an resolved, by resignation, to make room for 

Fow men on the Counoil have 
















more vigorous replacement, 
had tho opportunity to touch the life of the Synagoguo in 




























tho many phases that presented themsolvoo to me over tho 
years of close contact with tho work. From Parents* Asso¬ 
ciation to School Committee, tho Uohors' Group, aoting as 
its chairman for many years, chairman on Holy Pay admissions, 

collector on an emorgonoy loan fund and building fund, and 

# 

last but not least, ohairmaa of tho Membership Committoo. 
While the work of the Uombership Committee is a very im¬ 
portant ono in vlow of its relationship to the acquisition 
of funds for maintenance, it had for years been very obscure. 

This is not said to discredit my predeoesoors 
and v?aa chiefly duo to the assumption of the work by the 
Executive Office. Added to tho realisation that suoh a 




































































































































































committoo had important work to do, was a condition that 

After the orash. 








stood out espcoially after the 1929 orash. 
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the mentorship annually declined ten to fifteen per oent 

in numbers and fifteen to twenty^or oont in the average 
amount of contributions. Synagogue and phllanthroplo 
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institutions wore tho first victims in the adjustment of 

We were for- 
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budgets under roduood or uncertain incomes. 

tunato to have in our oengrogation a nucleus of peoplo, 
who despite heavy finanoial losses, fired by a high spirit 

of duty and saorlfioe, and tho example set by the rabbis, 

cams to the rescue. 
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Thoro was and still io the oha^oful attitude of 
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thousands who asked for Synagoguo acoommodationa on the 
High Holy Days only, and that, at no oost or a di3graoofol 
minimum. They had money for luxuries but v/ere slaokars 

or at loaot bargain hunters whero congregational affilia- 

• • 

tioa wa3 oonoorned. I named thorn tho "ten-day Jews," not 
in tho sonoo of paying merchandiso bills in ten days, but 

booauso Jewish llfo started with them on tho first day of 

% 

Tishri and ended on the tenth, lasting from Rosh-Hashonah 
to Yom Klppur. They expeot synagoguo and tomplo to bo 
maintained 100 per cent, so that they con have tho two per 
cent that they want, and of course at no moro than two per 

cent of tho average of tho cost of full time membership. 

Thoro arc tho "agnostics" that don’t believe, 
but fear the wrath cf God and displeasure of dopartod an- 
costor3. "For tho sake of two or five dollars, why take 
chances?" Them, a moro recent post, is the Ylskorltes. 
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They onl7 want to come In for Yiskor, willing to "stand np 

They aro on hand at ten A.H., to say 

They flatter* lie, ana even ouroo in 

their disappointment, whon for good reason, admittance is 

defied thea. 














in any plaoo." 
Zaddleh at 3:30 P.H. 
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I oonnot refrain from ralatlng this, ona of hun- 
droda of oxporionooa at Carnegie Sail whore services are 
hold# or at tho Synagogue house offiooo# where applloanta 
for Holy Cay admlaoion are interviewed, k "lady" living 
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at a good address, sent her maid on Erev-Yom Kippur, for 

Wft sont the maid hack saying that 

A cubsoq.uent 






















cards of admission* 

arrangements had to ha made by poraonal coll* 
phone oall from her iaiatra33 to one of our most courteous 
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and tactful workers and trustoeo, concluded with a denunci¬ 
ation of all things Jewish, synagogues in particular, ooll- 

a bunch of dirty kikes." 

That evening, not having the nooesaary card, oho 

was rofucod admittance at tho front entrance of Caraogie 

Hall, but went to tho roar and got on lino with othors who 
for one reason or another, felt that oxoeptlon should bo 

She Intercepted Sr. Wise on his arrival 

at the rear entrance, and as a means of loast resistanoo. 

We, who wero in oharge 
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ing our loaders 






























































made in thoir oase. 








Sr. Wis a took her past the doorman, 
of admissions, had hoard of th3 phone inoident and by most 










unusual circumstances, ascertained that here was the 
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When on the noxt morning without 


afternoon denouncer, 
cards, die tried to iapross us with tho faot that Sr. Wise 
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himself saw her through the night before, wo Informed her 
in no uncertain tera3 of our intention to keop hor out. 
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In her rage she summoned the wrath of the gods on us, tore 
the pages out of hor prayer book, throw thorn at one of my 
associates, and then flung tho cover at ms with hor best 

How comes the enti- 
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wishes for a bright and hot futuro. 

I picked up the pitched book cover, and on the 
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climaz. 

inside of it was typed: "This Book la the property of 




























If I had thought that hor wish 






Park Avcnuo Synagogue.” 
would come trao, I would have said to her in parting: 
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"Till we meet again." * 

Othor Camogio inoidonto inspired the verses that 

for themaslvos. 
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I insert hero. They spo 

Said tho 1 ady, "Soar sir. I'm no frlaker. 

Just as soon as my business is brisker, 

Bclieuo ne, good friend. 

That o. cheok I v/111 send 
If you’ll let me got in Just for Yisker." 

"Soar lady, v;o’ra on to your Josh, 

And take it for Just so much bosh; 

To be cloaasoi of your wrong 
Go to Lee, Sing or Fong —* 
ith us, it‘a *ao tickoo, no wash. 1 " 

Another litas rick Inspired by the following Inci¬ 
dent leaves more pleasant memories. A gentleman without 
card stood around ths Garnogle Hall lobby and witnessed 
the following: a French family, newly arrived, hold two 
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velvot bog containing hio 

Having hio 










ho held a blaok 




‘a 


Undor his arm 
Tallith (Tallea). Ho cpoko Erlich haltingly. 
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The gentleman mentioned above ovor- 

convorsatlon between thorn and myoolf, and oaw 

When ho thought the ooaat was 
















cards, but four oame. 
hoard Fronoh 

that thoy wore adaittod. 
oloar, ho triod to wort the "mo no 

lo realising that 
















l i 




/ 


to the fact that he v;ae 
neither hats nor prayer shawls 
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in mind, I oallod attention 














TcO-loa 
at a 

woro worn# 
jectloa if ho wished to v/oar both as 

describe th.3 1 
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liberal Synagogue where 

told him however that there 


















would bo no ob- 


splk Inglioh" trlok, 

in all How York, thero is one Fronoh- 

and ho v/as tho 
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was his ouatom. 
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onsuing little episode» 








guarding tho entranoo of a synagogue. 

In his boat Yiddish-Gorman-Fronoh 
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man 


folloving versos 
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man being approaohod. 














Tho Prying Dutohman 






"ilonsiour, parloz 






aooont, ho went up to tho guard, saying: 

vdiioh the guard answered in tho moot 
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A Kcdorlacnder xnraoiik* 

Tn nr T nrvlOCL at thlO CilOrO, 

Sto hSt In hand »al&> *»«•»• 

A stranger through this door. 


it 
















franoals?" to 






VOU3 

fluont Parisian stylo, 
lost hie equilibrium on 
ontranoos, and left tho coon©, 
in several languages 

him I dedicate this littlo veroo: 

On Yora Klppur, a 
^riod to foroo hi sway in. 

"Honsieur, s’il vouo plait, 

Jo no parlc rion quo franoals. , . . , 

Said the guard, "Sir, you also parlo ’shoker. 
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Our impersonating friend nearly 
tho stops loading to Carnegie Hall 

mumbling hio good wishes 
that ho spoko hot tor than French# 
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end Frau and kin 
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"Away from home 
On this moat holy dry, 
Repentant of my wrong ana cl a, 

I f vo como to fa3* and pray# 
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Tho uoher, bound by steadfast rule. 

Explains to Mister J*tch -- 
To gain admittance to this ohul, 

uuot do such and duo-; 
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synagogue breaker 

Said the fokor, 












One 
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Bo ho a member or a guest, 
uniat pro sent a c?,rd •• 

All this is necessary lest 
f xho people crash tho guard# 

Yot an exception must bo made. 

For ho is from tho land 
T’.-t to our fathors wolcomo bade 

Yihon others straok and banned. 
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t^'on chor ami, it’s readily seen 
That your raannor as well as your mlon 

And your aooont of Fronoh 
Have a flavor or stonch _ 

A3 if hatohod somowhor© hinter Benin. 

inoidont was supplied by the 
Yoa Kippur morning of a gentle- 

stated that he had landod only the 
of spending tho holiday with his brother 
but a delay on tho oooan detained him. 
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Eo he was shown to choicest plaoe 
, ho re he could see and hoar, 

But instantly ho Old rotraoe 
ilia stops unto tho roar* 




Another humorous 
arrival at Carnegie Hall on 

from Holland, 
day beforo, had plans 
at Pallas, Toxas, 
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"Qxcooco mo, please, could I sit next 

who will speak; 

slightly voxt. 
















To some one 
I am a stranger, 

And much to no is Crook 
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“Good fxriond, wo do nob balk nor ohant, 

Hor aleon, nor snoro, nor wall; 

Wo a3k that evoiy congroganl 
To God hia heart unveil. 

1 

"ITbat information do you oook? 

Porhnpo I oan oxplain't 

Tho thins that looks to you all Grook; 

Come, speak without roatraint." 

"Ua 70 you In thoac United States 
A Chief-Rabbi, a Boos? 

Who pays Tor all; who makoa the rates; 

Have profit you, or loas? 

"Anothor question, odor two: 

Good sir, don't think no dumm, 

Io Doctor V/ina a real Jew, 

And is ho yet quite frunm?" 

# 

"If boating breact or lifting hoels. 

Or swaying to and fro, 

A nan'o groat pioty rovoals, , 

Than I must aaswor: 'Hob'” 

% 

"Just one noro question, pleaso allow, 

Bofore I leavo Hew York: 

Do Doctor Wise and his good Frqu 
At homo eat ham and pork?" 

Interviews with epplicants for Holy Day seating 
arrangements in3pirod my paraphrasing of KoKo'o song from 

tho "hikado M entitled, "I Have a Littlo List." This 1b as 
KoiZo would report, woro ho Frea Synagogue ilomborship Chair¬ 
man: 

As soma day it may happon that wo must know who 

i s who 

I3ve got a littlo list, I'vo got a littlo list 
Of a"Gimmo" typo of persona that make a groat to do. 
And who nevor will bo inioaod, who nevor will bo 

missed. 

Thoro's tho pootilontial nuisonooo who think they 

can't afford. 

And for this situation, thoy those reasons do reoord: 


Our chauffeur, who's a Ruecicn 


ho'a touohod ua for 


a ml no, 

-inooln, nc.do by Henry Ford, took our Cadillac's place; 
ro euro in our embarrassment on pay you oan't insist• 
so we must bo miocod, if so v/o must bo missed. 


I'vo got a littlo list, I've got a little list, 

And they'll nono of them bo nlooad, they'll none of 

bo missed. 


them 


There's the lady from Park Avenuo in sables end in soals. 

I've got bar on the list, I'vo got her on tho list. 

Impossible to Join with us, for frankly oho rovoals. 

Except Yoa Kippur aftomoon, ahe is an athoist. 

For father and for mother, who aro in Etornal root. 

She wants to say tho Kaddlsh for two dollars, that's tho boat 
Her offer v;o rejected, and this must have got her "goat" 

And what she said thereafter, verbatim let mo quoto: 

"If this is called religion, oh, thank God, I'm athoistl" 

Sho never will bo missod, no, she never will bo missed. 


I'vo got hor on tho list, I'vo got hor on tho list. 

And ahe cover will be missed, she nevor will bo missod. 


Tho re's tho stranger with a ohronio oase of IIau 3 oa Kow-Yorkia 
I'vo got him on tho list, I'vo got him on tho list. 

This malady lc quits aonto on thorough Diagnosis 
But ho novo? will bo missed, ho novor will be mlc 30 d. 

Ho left back hone ten years ago, yot has that homooiok look 
And quotes the iovo-of-3trangor talo, that's in tho Holy Eook 
'..'hiIs others Join and work and pay with real geniality. 

Ho shuns his duty, sayings "Sir, whore's hospitality?" 

And in his wrath ho calls uo names like blank-blank Communist 


Ho novor will bo missod, ho novor will bo missod. 

I'vo got him on tho list, I'vo got him on tho list; 

And ha never will bo missod, he nevor will bo misse 


At COth Street, *10 ’Vest, them was a sudden broozo 


v ay ny 


my 


A voice wa3 hoard in baritono "Seo hero, I an tho C 
"On attention I insist, on attention I inoint. 

..'hen I met Stove in gay Paris, I promt sod him I wou 
Como to his Shul and sit it through, provided he is 
Four tickets, ploaco, down on tho aisle.. You speak 

bo roh'iu 






























fearful, fasoist, pianissimo Jews one meets on his rounds 
















And advertise Fraa Synngogue? The whole thing is a Gp* 
ore'll Steve to got~in touch with rao at Piorro’8, I must insist. 

Pvt we Aooide*!# then and thoro, ho never will be missed. 
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socially and commercially. 




















I spoilt an evening, at a time when my family was 










Wo’va got him on tho list, we’ve got hin on the list, 
And ho novor will be missed, ho novor will bo miBsod. 




av/ay, at tho home of a Wall Street broker who had resigned. 
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from tho Synagogue, embittered by a remark Dr. Wise had mado 
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Ity host and another 


in 1923 about stock oxohango gambling. 




Pat for our loyal membership of people sound and true, 
t ga no t n^od a list, I do not need a list, 
iosnite the scourge that threatens ua by foe of God and Jew, 
ry faith and 3 pirit call to mo: Kan.be on optimistl • 

To liin who holds tho banner high of Freedom and of.Rlgat, 

end all the Jews who seem to havo loot 3ight. 

courageous hearts, oh, brothers of my raoe. 

The enemy is at our heels, turn right about and face I 

The malice bom of prejudice and oowardico and hato 

with the help of God, in love evaporate. 
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guost gave no a thorough going-ovor in the alleged deraorits 
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To tho other guest, most of my arguments were 
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of our work. 
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lot’s redly, wc. 








new and ao tho evening grew, he showed oymptoma of oynpa- 














uith open eyos. 
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This oocned to havo a mitigating effect 




thoiic agrooaent. 
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Will come day. 












At parting that evening, he aokod mo to send 
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on the host. 




















list 


I do not need a 




a lio 
















him a pledge card used in a Froo Synagogue Building Fund 




sill. I 




A few dayo after car® his oheck 


campaign then in progrosa. 






I I'll- 
! ' ' *;• * 






for -750 and a plodgo for an additional £250 payable at 
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tho completion of tho building. 


















I an not recording these matters in a spirit of 
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bravado bat only to show how important a part in my lifo 
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Few things havo given mo more satis 






my Synagogue playod. 
































faction than tho oonsoiousnoss that In a small way, I have 














contribated by spirit and substance to the moot effective 
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congrogation in American life, greatly misunderstood by 
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I wish horo to repeat 


many, as is religion and God Himsolf. 




























what I havo so of ton said, that I have high regard for some 




























pcoplo, who without church or synagogue attendance, in their 
























own way, give evideno© of a consciousness of relationship 
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to tho Divine Spirit and a responsibility in tho shaping 

In return I would expoot 












of the high destiny of mankind, 
them to rospeet tho ohurch member of any orood who wishes 






















to sorvo Cod and man in all slnoerity# 

At thia tine tho nuolous of founding combora of 
the Free Synagogue ha 3 , alas* dwindlod to a email olrole. 

It is regrettable that tho socond generations of ao many 
of the ec families havo driftod away. This ia not a unique 
cltuatioa with uo. Kost congregations havo this exporionco 
moro cr lec3. Removal from tho city, marriages Into fami- 
lios with othor affiliations, inflifforonoe to and a deoiro 
to hide away from things Jowlch, aro some of the reasons. 

I used to say that our family eats, drinks, talks and sloops 
Free Synagogue. Now I can add, wo also married Free Syna¬ 
gogue in tho second generation, and so far have linked tho 
third with it by tho ehcico of ray grandson to prepare him¬ 
self for tho rabbinate at tho Instituto of Religion. Thus 
the rabbinic tradition in the family romains unbroken. 

In no lesser dogroe am I grateful to the Froe 
Synagogue for showing me tho way to constructive human serv¬ 
ice. I am at a loos to explain why tho Synagogue Soolal 
Service never availed itself of that for whloh, I boliovc, 

I had more ability than tho many othor activities in which 
I was asked to take part. I was never on the Social Sorv- 
ioo Board. I had shown by many aots tho symptoms of under¬ 
standing of constructive service and a will to render it. 
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Forty years ago, very few poople observed anniversaries 

of 307 and sorrow in my partloular way, not new or oven 

# 

unusual in tho lives of tho pious orthodox Jews, who 

Q t' 

Some of thia praotico was 

with them not always saorlfioial, but rnthor a gesture 
made with tho least pain to swoll credits in tho Book of 

t 

Reform Judaism, amputating 30 much that ia vital 
from tho ritual and tho custom, made no diroot replaoomont 
for theso forms of ZecLalcah (Just ioo-ohority). 
translato this old custom to raodorn practical application. 

When in the summer of 1915, Dr. Goldstein asked 
for volunteers to be proparod in an evening class to work 
with Juvenile delinquencies brought about by tho war, I 
was one of two non with 21 women to rogistor. 
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"schnoderod“ at ouoh occasions. 
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Lifo. 
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I triad to 
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I was an 


























ocoaeional observer at the mental hygiono olinioa, held 
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lily interest in social oorv- 








wookly at tho Synagoguo Houoo. 
loo was evident. 
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Personal service bcoamo a necessity for me. It 
wao not difficult to find on outlot for this need. Lifo 
in the 1920’s supplied many oasoc if one looked for them, 
and beforo long I had a ono-man social service department 
• that become far reaching. I had tho ldoa to form among 
the employers ia the Froo Synagogue, an industrial welfaro 
work, patterned after that of some of tho larger organiza¬ 
tions. This was to giv® service to firms employing from a 
few# to 75 or 100 people; to supply medical, nursing. 
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rooreational and oocial oaro. 

shared pro rata by tho member employers. 

nuoh cut of this world evon for those exposed to Free 
Synagogue spirit. 






Tho expense was to bo 












This was too 
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Personal service* intelligently and promptly 
rendorod* can bo very effective. 


















I!any pooplo in dintroso 
aro hesitant about acoopting organizational services, mis- 
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tokenly fooling that charity in being done. 

however, welcome a friendly hand from an individual with 
tho proper approaoh and understanding. 

profossional workers surpass in effectiveness tho amateur 

too many voi\wtsers enter tho field for 
3slfish reasons, to rub shoulders with tho prominent 
to bo ablo to talk about their own aooorapliohmonts, but 
there are spooial oasoo when a oonsooratod volunteer with 
tact oan render fino service. The Good Samaritan, however, 
should know tho limitations of his or hor own ability to 
sorve or advioo. 


They will. 
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Generally* trained 


















ip 


voluntoor. 








or 
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Distress cn&anatos from many oauoeo. 


Some appear 

orifling at tho outset but count to overpowering force if 








not discovered and ohockod in time. 


I have found my per¬ 
sonal service boat appliod in cases that came to me in tho 


everyday routino of my business, 
a multitude of counterparts in thoso days. 

I had an employeo going to pieoea under the strain 


I solect a oaoe that had 
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of worry about conditions in her homo. 




A ooughing father, 
an overworked mother, a shiftless sister, employed, a lit- 


























sister very ill, a bright little brothor, newsboy aftor 

school, and a boarder, made up her home. 




Ill 
















Tho family livod 
in four room3 on the ground floor of a lower East Side tone 
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sent. 
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Every member of this household roquirod sooial oaro, 
but the sick little sister wac tho ohief victim of its raal- 

Tho proud parents would soonor have starvod 

lioro was a ca 30 whore guidanoo, 
offered, by someono who oould gain their confidence, 

effect a euro without tho expenditure of money, or at moat 
a small loan. 

situation. 
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adjustment. 

than "accept chaiity. 
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could 


























Let mo draw a rough sketch of this drab 
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The father was a fur outtor with short, seasonal 
occupation, email wages, working undor unsanitary oonditions. 
Ho did odd Jobs if possible in tho six to oight months of 

hi3 dull season. 
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£ho oldest girl, a znillinory proparcr in 

ny employ* earned tho standard wage paid for auoh work. 
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The shiftless sister, frequently staying away from hor 

gloomy home under many protoxts, contributed almost 

of her small earnings. 








































none 




it 












A little brothor of ton, the 
boy, v/as out late into the night to dorivo tho benefit of 




new o- 


































nowopapor sales after theater olooingo. 

of tv/olve 




The littlo siater 














was anacnio, nervous, absent from school for 
months5 her illness drainod the 
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resources of the family 
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incomo to the dregs. In hor state, aho had her oouoh in 
the front Poom. Eote tho importance of this* Thoro waa 
also the hoarder* a landsman, good man, employod in & 
slaughter houco. He felt that ho must stay with his friends 
in order not to deprive them of tho few dollars ho paid 
for hoard. Figure out tho distribution of this family for 
sleeping accommodations. Everybody entered tho flat through 
tho front room, othor exits being blocked by neooasary 
furniture. Tixi3 frail llttlo Girl, os you will soo by the 
follov/ing household sohodulo, nover hod a ohanoo for her 
needed rest. 

Tho mother^ work day bogan with breakfast for 
tho boardor at 5 A.M., and endod with tho homoooming of the 

newsboy. Hours for meals wore: breakfast 5 A.II. to 8 A.II., 

% 

supper 5 P.LI. to one hour after the sale of the last even¬ 
ing paper by hor little son. I will not go into further 

# 

detail about tho natural squalor of this home. In bettor 
days, when tho father earned more, the family livod on a 
more normal scale and in larger quarters. 

In planning a solution, I had the help of two 
of my employees, girls living nearby. I also onlistod 

medical and rooi*cationpJL oorvicos rondo red by agcnoloa to 
which Dr. Goldstein referred mo. It took very llttlo monoy, 

but prompt action, in tho reordering of tho family life. 
Larger living quartora, different work for tho father, ro- 
noval of the boardor — were the Initial stops. Tho 

ft 


shiftless sister, with tho assistance of the two abovo- 
mentioned girls in my employ, improvod with tho changing 

conditions in tho home and took her proper place in tho 
family unit. With my usual imaodosty, I daresay that I 
doubt that professional, organized oharity could have done 

a hotter Job and surely not with the nominal expenditure 

of money. 

Another oaso, loss drastic, showing where person¬ 
al sorvico, suppl omen ting that of on Institution, oan bo 
applied in a constructive way, is that of my pseudo-adoption 
of two lonely old men. Physically they woro oared for in 
an old folks* homo. The one. Hr. D., came from Franklin, 
Louisiana, whoro with the help of hi 3 late wife, he had 

mado a living operating a small retail store.- Aftor the • 
donth of Ms wife, without othor family, ho wandered av/ay 
from that small town where ho had lived for 40 years and 

was looking for employment in several of tho largor oitie 3 
of tho South. This v;as during World 7,'ar I, and ho was en- 
oouraged by flippant advice from those who would not give 
him a chance, to go Horth to the Eig City. He had been 
born in Alsaoe-lorraine and on his arrival in How York, 
looked up Landslsuto. Aftor receiving tho "brudaoff" from 
sovoral, ho was fortunate in meeting a Hr. W., who bofrlend- 
iiim <md also rex erred him to me. After somo conversation 
with him, I discovered that ho y/as tho long-lost brother 
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He saved all hi3 wages 
Hio noot-egg in jay 








anaoka ho would have that night. 

end the groatcr part of his tipa. 
oafo had grown to a sizable amount. 

He had rosumod the long-Interrupted correspond- 


















He had last writton to hor 


of tiy brother's mother-in-law. 

1 

37 years ago, waB aurpriood to hear that she was still a- 
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livo# ns well as two other siators in Franco. He was about 
06 but looked liko a man of 90. Hy offer of an omorgonoy 

loan until ouoh time that work oould bo found, brought forth 
his roq.uoct to take oar3 of his fortuno of about £<00, eowod 

in his inside coat pookot. 

Employment seemed Impossible, but I told him to 

come to my office ovory day until wo can togothor solve 
his probloa. He did not appear tho noxt day. When I phonod 
the tenth-rate hotol whore ho was stopping, I was told that 
ho had chocked out. The reason for this ouddon chongo in 
address was olearod up when, the next morning, I roooived 
a lettor from him stating that he had found a night Job 
to run an elovator at Ho. 1 West 85th street. Ho had moved 
to a furnished room nearby at £2.50 a week, and his wage 
was to bo £63 a month. On my way home that ovening, I 
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cnco with hi 3 sisters in Franco. Falso pride on both 
sides, suppressing the real facte in their letters, led 
to tho mlstakGa bolief that ho had 60 tenants In hio 
How York houco. On the other hand, his brother-in-law In 
Paris was an automobile manufacturer, ilounting capital 
ar.d a reawakened Wanderlust brought tho urge for retire¬ 
ment to spend the rest of hia life with his family in Franoe. 

Ha gave up his Job and arrangements for his trip 

o struck a snag when wo applied for paoo- 

port anl c^iit psjers from who Stato Dojartmont* We found 

B# had nevor bocomo an laerioan oitizon al- 
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were startod. 
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though he had voted in Louisiana for noro than 35 years. 

It took several weeks to cloar natters and to conserve his 
funds, ay brother Emile took him to his homo in Kowari. 

Ho sailed away with a trousseau, collected from family 
wardrobes, that would have done honor to any American mil- 
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dropped off at hio plaoo of work, looked at tho tenants' 

t * 

chart, to diooover to ny delight, that one of my old-time 
fricnd3 lived in tho building. 

1 y interest in thin old man, and soon he became a groat 

He was showorod with attention 


i : 






I V 




!: 










LIy friend took a very kind- 












lionairc. 












‘JJioilluaienaant oaro vvlion lio found hia brother- 














favorite with tho tenants. 




in reality to bo a 


in-law, the "autonobile manufacturer, 
handyman in a Paris garago; one sister v/a3 in vory nodoat 
oiroumstancos and another one was unwilling either to forgive 




* ,> 


and It bcoana necessary for him to oo-ordinafo their prof- 














fared hospitality lest he fall viotim to tho complications 

Ho knew boforo 9 P.LI. each evening, no the 
















of overeating. 

card parties assembled, how many ropititlon3 of midnight 
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his noay years of aloofness or to give from her pile of 

accumulated substance. 
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All conoorjiod were quite agreed 

I • 

that his return trip to America would bo boot. 
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Aftor hia arrival here, he was able to got book 

his former job, but not for long. 




























An accident in lifting 
a heavy rug proved to be a groat handicap, and it was evi- 






















































dent that an old folks’ home was the only solution for his 

Ho had the obsoosion that entry into suoh an in¬ 
stitution was the equivalent of oelf-imprisonment for lifo. 
1th the help of Uaturo striking him with a series of stub¬ 
born colds that kopt my family busy a 3 visiting nurses, ho 

finally decided, in the lonelinea 3 of his furnlohod 
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that homos for tha aged had acme things in their favo 
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were fortunate to have him admitted to tho none For Aged 
and Infirm Hobrows. 

appear at tho time for his entrance. 




























Tho last moment ho balked ond did not 

I rounded him up and 

after a heart to heart but firm talk and restated 
































assur¬ 
ances that he will novor bo a forgotten man, he complied 

Ho lived thoro for about 12 years and 


























with my wishes, 
passed away at ago 73. 




































L#, hi3 roommate, had been a waiter in a 

He was a bachelor# 






Hew York restaurant. 






His only rolatlvos 
Ho was honest, choorful, and had 
a fino senso of humor -- qualities that neutralized tho 










wore nephews and nieooo. 














pessimism and fears of his oompaaion. 
like brothers. 


The two men got along 
LTy v/eokly visits were anticipated events 
























\ 
























* 


























* 


* 


- 369 - 






* 












t|M- I 












I 




with thorn, and together 

boliovo Florida trips in wlnto 
tlons in mountains 


wo would have grand timos in make- 

and refreshing summer 
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vaoa- 
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or on the shoro. 












i Jr., then a young boy, was always a v/oloomo 
















visitor with them. 

c. hi.r;d, would break dcr.vxi 




wyapathotio India, all too ready to 

into toara at tha sight of these 
mon and for this roason, raroly saw them. 
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lonely old 

wife was ever r 
from the city prevented 
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cady to take ovor when illness 
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or aboenoo 
Wo treated thoso 












ny doing my duty. 

—.n ac families ao their rich bachelor 
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unolea. 
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It takes 




go little to bring soma Joy and oomfort 
to people on tha last lap of their earthly 
parinon, old 
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peoplo sooaod to fare w 
the sick or the handicapped. 






o.'jo than do tho orjhana, 

J ar ^ out3ide attentions* 
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wore concerned 


• I tried to interoot friends, 
-o give a little of their time and soma 








especially 

Qonoy, and to 
personal sorv— 

work of oxlsting 

gi’oups, that gave 

and ohoer. 
but their early enthusiasm 

•tro of thoir zeal extinguished 
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no n, 




















co-operate with mo in tha 

ioe, different and 
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expansion of this 




* • 


more intimato than tho 
auxiliary organizations, chiefly women's 
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ratios and in many forms, brought entertainment 

Two 
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or throe woloomed tho idea, 
spent itself rapidly end tho £ 
by degrees. 
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In 1932 and 1933, 
health at that time ; 




tho two 




men passed on. 
waa not boot end I did not 
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continue 
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my vicits to tho Home. 


• » « 


Now that I have oooasion to 




renew 








‘*b.:oro # to bo in touch with a friend recently ad 
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mittod, I am dolightod to rind that many of my dreams for 
improvement havo bcooao realities. 






I marvel at the many 
inaugurations that testify to the genius of undoratanding 

of the man and women in tho direction of offal 
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ra. 1 am 


















not oayiqg this, pointing an aoouslng fingor at the manage¬ 
ment in tho past. 

at thoir disposal. 




















They did their host with the moons then 




















Liko modicino, so hao oooial servioo 
made progress undor trained spool all sta and 










it I 'I 




a ohanged psy¬ 
chology as to prevention, roliof end rooonstruotlon in 


























human distress. 
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y* 


y friends ofton ackod n>o how I booame mixod up 

lly answer in present day parlance 




it* 










with such natters. 










would bo: I am allergic to distress 
myself to it. 




and roolclooaly expose 










Tho following infootion resulted from hoar- 
ing a casual remark mads by a friend 














# ono Saturday evening, 
cream parlor, v/horo six of 


























across tho tablo in an ico 










triod to cool off after a hot vaudeville show, 
of tho party, told 










E.J.K 






one 
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us of tho trouble ono of tho boys at 
Ho docoribed tho boy to bo about nine- 














hi 3 off ico was in. 










toon, serious, intelligent, likoablo, with a clean rooord 
of over four years of employment with the firm. 

not havo all the details but knew that $’175 i a merchandise 
had boon bought by tho boy and had been 






E.J.N. did 






























oharged to the firm. 
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On Monday ho would oithor havo to make good or bo 

prosecuted. 
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' U\ 
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At a glance, I could see that this was not tho 
work of a hardonod crook. Somothing spoolal must have' 
happened to induos him to commit thin aot. I expressed the 

wish to see and talk to this boy. Ho was sont to me on 

. # 

Llonday morning. After assuring him of my wish to help, on 
condition that ho toll mo tho whole truth no matter how 
painful this may bo, he told mo his itory. 

Hia nemo was Jaok E., age 19, tho oldest of five 
childron. His father, irrogularly employod, desortod the 
family when Jaok was ton yoara old. Hia mother's moagor 
earnings, together with tho poanlos earned by him and his 

siotor of nine, soiling nowspapors, wore supplemented by 
allov/anoos from tho Brooklyn Jewish Chari tie a. Tho father 

roturned after some months, but again desortod tho family, 

. 

this time for a longer strstch. Jaok loft high school at 
14, and subsequently got his first and only Job. This was 

in tho New York buying offioo of a large Texas firm. His 

♦ • % • 

last duties thoro had to do with the oponing of the moil, 
also tho distribution of confirmations of ordors and the 
follow up as to deliveries. This put him in touch with 
many of the suppliers of his firm. On rare oooasions, he 

was permitted to havo small personal purchases ohargod to 
tho New York offioe. His salary was $14 per week. Despite 
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demoralizing homo conditions, ho had dono his work wall 
and had groat hopos for advancement in his position and 
the opportunity of inproving the homo situation. 

Ovorwholraing sorrow oamo to him wi th tho death 

Ho, his sister of 13, 

and a brother of 1G, worked hard to koop tho homo going. 


































































of his nothor, five months before. 
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The father, who had returned shortly beforo tho mother’s 
death, gave littlo to tho home eroopt abuoo. 
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On a Sunday, 

about sir weeks after tho mother’s death,- Jaok returnod 
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horns to find that his father had remarried, adding a stop* 
mother and throe children to his "happy" family, 
glad Y/hcn hie pal called for him to spend the evenly with 














IIo wan 






































him. His pal rocognlzed the stopmothor as one of shady 

At bodtimo, hio friond left him on tho steps 
of his house. He oouldn’t bring himsolf to ontor it and 
wondered through the strooto, finally hiding away for tho 
night in Prospect Park. 


























reputation. 






































Ho went to work on Uonday morning. 
Kis father put in an early appearance, called him to tho 


















outer hall of tho offices*and heat him up unmercifully. 

Ihou^hts of suicide, runaway plana and other • 

drastic action became his obsession. 


























no started to buy 
things for Ilia sisters, hie friends, nothing for himsolf. 
These articles wore charged to the firm, and tho transao- 
























tions appeared on tho regular monthly statements. 

Dents were intercepted by him in the mails, but the day of 
reckoning had to come. 


State- 
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I wa3 moved by this heartrending story and im¬ 
pressed with tho manner in whioh it was told. 




Ip 












There was 

only ono disturbing symptom, namely, his look of ropentanoe. 
He roalizod that ho had done wrong, but was ovorwilling to 
put all tho blame on his good-for-nothing father, liy 
frank, oven sharp critioism of this brought forth signs of 
his capacity for moral coif purging, a spirit temporarily 
lowered by blttomoss and a desire for vengeance. 

I mads tho following proposition to him, oubjeot 
to approval by his employers. He could oome to me as a 
shipping room assistant, and start at tho salary he last 
received — (.14; that from this, two dollars weekly should 
bo cent to his employers as payment on acoount of his debt; 
that ho agro6 to live on the romainlrg £12 aooording to 
budget that he end I would work out; that a weekly account¬ 
ing was to bo mado to no and that nothing affooting him 
to be kept from mo; and that finally, ho must roallzo that 
ho must pay a self-inflicted penalty by vlrtuo of saorifioo 
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and colf-denlol, and co-opcrato with me In every way to 
brin~ back hio self-esteem, confidonoc and new hope, 
readily accepted. 
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IIow to the party of tho first part. 

each other by eight; the firm occasionally did business 

I told Hr. 
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Wo knew 
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with me. 


tho partner in charge of tho 
Haw York offioo, that I am in this oaao through his oousln. 
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rosontful, then obdurate. In hlo 




At first ho vro.3 


i> • J • it • 


orolso.•• Soon 


immcdiato payment in full - 




insistence or\ 






i: 


prevailed and ho aoccptod ray propocition . 






battar Judgement 














that I never disclosed 






additional guarantees from ma 




after 




















to the debtor. 
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started working with no the foll07dng morn- 




m 


Jac k 






Ko v/a3 exempt from 




in tho cummer of 1917. 


U 




This v:a3 


ins* 














scrvico on account of a crippled left hand. All 






nllltary 






oooial 


One morning Dr. B.» 








wont well for several weeks. 








E&uoational Alliance, oailed and 




director o Z tho Brooklyn 
















Jaok'a chook at sooing Dr. B* 




Jack in private. 






asked to ace 












noticeable and left no doubt in my mind that more 










was V0 ZJJ 








I told Dr. B. that under existing 






trouble izi r»toro • 












In my 


all of Jack 1 a affaire concerned mo* 




a r rang emen t s, 






the following opisodo come to light. 


private office 




regular attendant at tho Educational 




Jack v?ao a 










loador of his group, but had dia- 






Alliance, v;ell-liked, a 








Ho had been treasurer in 




appeared about four months ago* 




of thoir affaire, and v/hile all 


tho sale of ticiest3 for one 












ho failed to taka oare.of a 


turned over to him# 






oaoh was 


This also happened 


bill in tho amount of C32. 


printer* c 


In private. Dr. B. 


during the tine of tho buying spree. 


model member, and he ap- 


told me that the boy had boon a 


dollar a woek for the cloar- 






proved my plan of oollcowing a 






Jack’s consent to 




In Dr. B.'3 presonco. 


ing of the debt. 










A readjustment 


askod and spontaneously given by him. 






this was 
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of tho budget was necessary, taking off niokola and diraoa 

whoro possible. 


















I am sure that walking from 38th Street to 
the Brooklyn Brldgo to savo fivo oonts in oarfaro 
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» was never e 


4 






cor.onlcally sound, but it had a valuable moral effect* 
tho year cr.d, a raise in salary relieved the tension. 

In 1918 tho shipyards in Staten Island offorod al- 

luring wages ovon to young boys. 


At 
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Jack asked to ho reloaood 


j 


















to tako advantage of tho offor of such a Job at fivo dollars 

a day* 








I »|! •: 


At that time, tho account with tho Allianoo 
boon sq hard end only a small Dalanoo waa duo on tho other 

which with increased earnings, could bo disposed of 

very promptly. 


had 
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In cendirg tho last instalmont, I called attention 
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to this fact 


. When the firm did not have tho decency to 










] I 


acknowledge this, I dooidod to colleot my outlay of 

This was sent to mo in 






postage* 


a blc^k lottorhoad and cnvolopo* 
tor Armistice Boy la November 1918, Jack loot 
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his shipbuilding Job. 


lio folt that there was no legitimate 
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opcuing for him in my place, and together we looked around 

for hia employment olsowhoro. 




i i I 








■ I ' 












After only a few days, ho 

hie roferonoos. I 

The caw employer 

make inquiries, 
new position, became tho pal of 

, married tho boss's 
cay employ gradually grew 




























found something, but wao worried about 
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promised to co-operate with him on this. 
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was apparently sufficiently inpre 33 Qd not to 
Jack roco rapidly in hia 

-no owner’s con, and eovsral years aftor 

tor* 
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Jaok f c calls aftor ho left 
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probably wantod to forget as muoh aB 


► ’ 




leoo froq.uent. 
possible the 






old unpleasant pact. 




that only oloee and constant 








It Is readily seen 

effcotivo in the eolution of this oaao. 






xratohin z could bo 




• ;• • 


that oould have given it 


I icaow of no professional agency 






that it required from day to 


f 




the attention and guldanoo 














day at olosc range. 






I want to mention an in- 

above mat tor, that will prove 

crificicl work is rowarded, often in 

Bin co the 

several yoara aftorf 




V>ith alight hesitancy f 
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cldent oonneotod with the 

in how many ways ca 
tho moat cubtlo manner. 




< i 








I had not seen Dr. B. 




' , 






Ono ovoningf 


of hio cell on mo. 

ho opiod mo i** c 
ahead of him. 
cortain of my idonti^y 
lady coated noar hin. 

She replied: 11 Slightly# 
sr/orod: **I think so. 

Dr. 3. rolatod tho Jaci E. 






locturo audience, sitting several rows 












In tho somi-dark auditorium, he was not 

. Ho notlood mo waving my hand to 














Ho askod her whother she know me. 

Sho an- 






"13 his name 'Uhry'?" 








"I cost toll you of an exporionoo.." 

to tho lady, then remarked 

The lady: "I'll Join 










caso 
















to shako handa. 
vaoant scat noxt to him now. 


that ho must go up 




You see. 




There ic a 




you. 

he is ny husband." 




associates, nhoeo attention 
aotlvltlc3, froauently 

or how ono is found. 

. Anthony and Hr. Alexander collect 


Fan 117 and bud nee a 
necessity drawn to those 




was of 

would ask how one finds cuoh cases, 
I often won dor how Mr 
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of tho freakish situations that come before 

in thoir early stagos. 


tho variety 




Kino wero the simpler ones, 


them. 

resulting from malregulation of life, unemployment, mis- 






disturbing factors as exhibited in 

V.'a hear of a sixth sense that 


employment, and other 

I rolatod above. 


the cases 


enabling thorn to coe and hear things 

I claim no 


cone humans possess. 


not audible or visible to the average man. 

oneself to infection with 


A will to oxposo 

troublos and a reasonable readiness to help 


ouch gift. 


other people's 
in the cd liltion, supply anplo opportunity for sorvice. 


The popular motto "Mind your own bueineso" is, 

most abused preoopts. Most 


in my Judgement, ono of our 
people overwork this principlo by keeping aloof from any 

tax thoir time, oomfort or pookstbook. 


i 






situation that may 

the other hand, ignore it to satisfy their morbid 


1 












and on 

curiosity or to spice tho brew of £033ip. 

The M citizen-fixit* with a black eya or a broken 
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7 been tho cubjeot for tho oartoonist on the 




no co he.3 long 






fanny pages. 




< 1 


often misapplied axiom i3 that of "Chari- 
It should begin at home, but not end 




• ; jM 


Anothe r 


» 




by begins at home. 










there. 






In the matter of oervioe, or rather the evasion 








great variety of human weaknesses come to the fore, 
"let George do it" typo is the ono re meet mo3t fro- 

4 

Tho moot contemptible one ia ho who phonoo or 






of it. a 












The 












qucntly. 
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writ03 to you, with tearo rolling down hia cheoka, to toll 
you that ho has referred a cutter to you that has broken 
his heart and "paralyzed hia hand." 




















To corn© of them, I 


















told the old story of tho Sohnorror who oomoo beggii^ to 
the banker. 












He hao a slok wife, a dying child, oto. 

banker rings for his attendant and in sobbing voioo tolla 
hia: "John, throw this poor nan out 
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- he Is breaking my 




i. 






heart." 












U'ith nor a than forty years of contact with busi¬ 
ness pcoplo, I aoqolrod a large aoquaintanco and a fair 


















censure of good will that cams in good stead in tho days 

when I was looking for eaploymont for both natives and 
migrants. 












in- 












The 1330 to 1935 yoarc wore difficult enough, 
but tho rise of Hitlor and tho arrival of rofugeos brought 
a seemingly overwhelming situation. 






















Tao threatened Auerot- 

tung (extermination) of the Jews of Europe booamo 










more tor- 








rifying ac time went on. 


In tho first yoara, some managed 




to bring out their households, Jewelry, furs, olothing, 

treasures, 






art 






cameras, and oven smuggled oash. 
victims, cast out to find fefuge in 


Those uprooted 




a land of alien language 
an* v;ore a sad sight* but nothing to compare with 


wa.o laser arrivals. Host of tho latter had drunk doopor 
from tho bitter oup of Easi fiendishne 


bg# had livod through 
nightmares of most beastly atrooity and humiliation, their 

bodies and souls bearing the soars of physical torture and 
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rocolloetiono of dear onoo beaten, murdered, or 

"Bo happy if you oan, you 






harrow inj 

driven Into concentration camps• 

&lnde ra-of-your-own-buoinooo t You may not know it \NL% JT0U 

will como day* in come way* pay for your blind unconcern* 
















































together with the lot-Georgo-do-itsi" 

Bid ono havo to look far for opportunity for eorv- 

It was heartoning to seo many good folks offer time 

Tow know bettor than 


: i 






















ico? 

and monoy to tho established agenoies. 


















Hi 
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. 'll" . 


I do of the constructive coneeoratod work that was and is 

I availed myeolf frequently of their 














being dono by then, 
good officoo, speeding up arrangements for the departure 
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European oountrios of coma of tho unfortuna too# 










from 

think v/ith admiration and gratitude of tholr oo-oporation 
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distribution of pooplo from this orowdod oonter to 




in tho 

othor parts of tho United States, where affiliated organiza¬ 
tions, like tho Council of Jewish women, tho Amcrioan Joint 
Distribution Committee, Hias, tho Refugee Servioe, American 

and othor 3 took over the responsibilities 
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Jewish Congress, 
first assumed by their parent organizations. 
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I reJoloo at 














from time to time from some folks that havo found 

For 




■ 




hearing 

paradise in Ohio, California, and in other states, 
evident reasons. Hew York, the big Jewish oity, had the 
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They wanted to be with 


greatest attraction for tho oaigroe. 
relatives, or at le$ 3 t with othor Jews after their haunting 
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I was often 


in the "Christian" world of Europe. 


experiencos 
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shooked, however, to be Informal by some, that thoir rela- 
tivaa living in tha West or South, whon giving affilavita, 
oado the condition that tha families must never think of 

settling in their home towns. It is easy to figuro out 

their motives for this injunction,'but hard to believe in 
thoso days of world-wida attack on our people. 

Another contemptible attitude was that of some 
American employers of German-Jewish deooent that were as 
fearful of refugee applicants for Jobs as wore the paranoi- 
aos that had driven thorn from their land. I night have 
understood this frame of mind had I found it in onployora 
of Eastern European origin, men oho still might ronembor 
the inhospitolity from German Jews when they landod hero, 
also the social discrimination that is made against them 
evon to this day. 

Another painful situation that I met was the ten¬ 
dency to generalize and condemn all for the unworthiness of 

# 

one. Hero i3 an experience illustrating this point. I had 
been promised a Job for a newly arrived young man, educa¬ 
ted and speaking English fluently. v;hen I took him to my 
friend -- a kind, eympathotic man, well remomboring his own 
experience in the Xlahinov pogroms — he took me aside and 
with unacouatoned bitterness, gave vent to his wrath, a 
few days before, his wife had taken a German refugoo as 
heueoworker. Under the stress of extra work resulting from 

. % 


entertainment 


guests at lunoh, this displaood, 

■ and on email provocation, called 


modojme and hor guoota "a bunch 


yy 


gonorali 


reasonable onough to listen to my 
ion3, and despite his ungor, agrei 


the young man, who fully substantiated my contention in 


this matter. 

I regret that I mot with similar situations sever¬ 
al times. It is aggravating, and few people have the toler¬ 
ance to raako allowances. Here are people, morohanta, doctors, 
lawyers, artisans, city and email town burghers of various 
degrocs of education. In pre-Hi tier days, they too absorbed 
moro or less of the arrogant superman spirit in whioh they 


arrogant 


lived. Along coaoa the crushing blow, striking prido and 


dignity to the dust of humiliation 


comfort to pover¬ 


ty, and a final shove into a strange world. Lot ua visual¬ 
ize tho experience and our own reaction to it under similar 


oiroumatanoea. 


paragraph, I mentioned that 


confine my work to simple cases in their inolpient stage 


Loct cl' thorn gained momentum 
to worse. Typical in this r 


they rolled along, f 
ot is the experience 


young man, son of nioo paronts that I knew in the old country 
Ho had come into my life about 15 years before, married man 


and a small 


had been employed by distant 
























382 










* 


* •» 




* 


relatives who no doubt paid him adequately for his oorvicoo. 
Ho v;as noro ambitious than capable and dissatisfied with 

This eventually ooat him his Job and he 
































most things. 

floundered from ono thing to another in the soaroh for a 




Kio two beet qualities were a will to work 
hard and on innato sense of honoaty. 

long periods of unemployment had forced him to 

I say “still- 


livolihood. 


















t 














store his still-mortgaged household furniture. 

for thore was a small balance due to an instal- 
















mortgaged, 

ment firm from which it was bought eight or nlno years be¬ 
lle lived with his v;ife and little daughter in one 


























f o ro. 








dark furnished room and somehow managed to exist and even 
reduce his furniture dobt of originally £1300 to one of 
£07.50. As storage oharges kept mounting, he was unable to 
meet them, and permitted foroclosure of his furniture. 

1 had helped him to secure a Job with the Collier 
Corporation, then operating the subway nov/ostands. He was 
in charge of ono of them at tho I.R.T. station at 33rd 
Street and Seventh Avenuo. His ba3io wages were about £60 
monthly and there wore aome provisions for commission earn¬ 
ings onsalcs above a fixed minimum. Employoos were respon¬ 
sible for shortages of me rehandles, and I doubt that in 
tho four years of his employment, he evor had & week without 
a deduction. In this busy, noisy station, this nervous man 
was easy prey for hoodlums who would lift oandy paokeges 
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and run away boforo he oould stop thorn, 
amounts would be considerable, he would 


Whonever the 


















oozee to me with 
cad inventory aheet, to help him strike the balance. 
























Ho left for work at 7 A.U., and did not return 
until 8 P.H., or lator. 










I 








Hi a calls therefore 




were usually 
Ono night ho oamo do 














in tho very late evening hours. 




!• I! 


co 


$ 


•i; i 


saying la Gabriol Ileattor fashion, only in roversei 

havo bad news tonight." 


"I 




it 




I 






! 1 


fhe instalment furniture house, 

suit against him for the 

for the 












coco v/ooicc uoforc* hud brought 

wV.oO owing them and got Judgement by default, 
amount owing, plus costs. 










:jl 1 




















Under the law, all above 


! i \ 


a small 










or a man’s wages can bo garnisheed and the Collier 
Corporation was notified of the 

good reasons, they countenanced 










oontcmplated action. 








For 


I i 








no such situation with their 
once ordered a substitute to toko 










employees and at 
friend's station, 
oumbraaca within throe days. 






* l 


over my 


i 








They gave him a obanco to 






remove the ©n- 


* 










x asked him to 8ee tho aredit- 






i 




i- 




ora, pay tho a five dollars on aocount, and male promloa to 

pny stall amounts monthly, on condition that tho attachment 

on hi a wage 3 would bo stayed.. 


















The creditor firm did not 

gree to this and my friend was out of a Job. 

call on tho head of tho Collier Corporation - 


a- 








Hy personal 
an under- 

_r.d my Oa.for of certain guarantees 

nade as saou- 

as well as the appreciation 
























standing porson - 










such 












an increase in the oash deposit that I had 
rlty at the beginning of employment. 


as 
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oa the part of this gentleman of my intorest In the matter, 
induced him to reverse orders and re-install my friend 

unoonditionally• 

I notified him of this good news. The noxt day, 

• • 

hov/ovor, I phonod the credit man of the furniture houoo, 

proposing a compromise cash cottlemont by a payment of $ 50 . 

The proposal was rejected. After all was said and done, 

my friond J. appeared several days after, to toll me that 

his wife did not want him to go back to this Job. Ho 

found other work after a long search. This was hazardous 
for one incxpericnood, but to was lucky for the short time 

it lasted. 

Ho work, no wo.go, more discontent, ill tempor, 
a fight at homo. The family thon had moved in with in-laws. 
On© Saturday, J. appeared, looking dovn-at-tho-hoels, ex¬ 
plaining that after a confab, he had walked out on Tuesday. 
On liis return home that evening, ho found himself looked 
out. Ho had lived at a Kills Hotel and then laoked the 
means to continue at this 50-conts-a-night hostelry. I 

gave him some monoy and tho advioe to go home. 

The following Wednesday afternoon, his wife oane 

to ny offioo. I had not aeon hor since I had expressed my 
opinion of one who, like her, rofusoa to oo-oporate to 

'N 

supplement tho husband’s insufficient earnings. Sho asked 
me. "Did you soad J. to the Bellevue Hospital Saturday?" 
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r t fottn4 that Insteal of *•*«« 

t unfolded, * IOUUU 

j had gono to Bellevue onl coked 

return homo, J. had son _ 


to be examined. 


that some men 


him 


hod shown signs °* a 


Bollevue, 


mania 


non — - thot h0 B hould to coated 

after observation, .. noo 

„ h0 that lay had completed tho no 
sent for 71 ’ . t Croa taoor Stato Be 

Dtt ry routtno ahooiol and reaffirmed ... 

tal on ions Island. _ 


had made of the 


othor occasions. 


Immediately, 




oonvinood that none of 


follisontly written letters came 

>f tho men in his wife’s family 
._^ then would raise a hand 


J „ national* pleadln* lottero continued 

change nat.orc. _ 


Bakery end had froodoo. 


lthln tho nolle of th. Institution 


blm oooaolonally tut rofuool 


an implication for hl3 


release. Ho became 


tor. V/hen one afternoon, ho 

thought that tho unexpected 

But no. It was just a visit. 


omed beside my desk 


I 


can only moke a guess 


horns 


* ' . „ ... tln ,7 can be arrangod. 

. manner In .hioh ouch on outl S 

. A -fhp city Gud 

... 0 n two or throe frla nda In tho ty 

b . ohare d with the gatokoepere, woul 

the bacon to be oharea * 




















Aftor several of these 


to ho a plausible explanation* 


collo, I decided to got a report from the medical ohlef at 








I was Infoicod that a Job and a homo would 


tho hospital. 












bo fairly euro guarantees for a normal llfo outoido. 
<!U 03 t from tho wife would bo boot, but other guarantees 


Re- 














might bo considered. 
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About that time, a gontleman appoarod at my place 






!i J 






Hr. K. brought 




businocs, introducing himsolf ao Ur. K. 






of 






Ho continued, saying: M I promised him 


grootings from J. 
















I was discharged 


as I would bo out. 


to see you as soon 










I was Justly oommittod four years ago. 


three day3 ago. 












after I attacked my nagging wife with a carving knife, but 












Please get him 


I know, si r. 


ho never belonged thoro. 


J 






• I 






I am an export tailor with a 




I will help all I can. 


out. 










record of 2d years of continuous employment with one of 






Eow York's beat known custom tailors." 




Renewed appeal to the wife only brought obstinate 


She and her daughter, then 18, llvod with her 


refusal. 




Sho rightfully fearoA tho old-tiQd strife# aggra¬ 
vated by Increased uncertainty of inoone* Thoro waa neither 




mother. 












1 asked to 


eto. 


one, q to 


buy 


to 


> 


nor 


• • 
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M 




who would inquire about hor fathor, set her to thinking. 

This was a matter beyond the bounds of my reason¬ 
able financial contribution, snd I consulted with my friend 
A.S., a busy merohant, who many times had given me carte 
blanche in drafting his financial help in anything that I 
doomed worthy of our Joint support. In faot he felt that 
la this oaca he should ascumo the entire financial respon¬ 
sibility, but v;o decided on a plan satisfying both of ua. 

V.'o wont to Croedmoor State Hospital together, 
spoke to tho medical ohlef, and on his assurance, doolded 

to go ahead and bring J. out by all means. Together we 
not the wifo at A.3.’s office, askod her to make a list 
of items that she thought were needed to furnish a three- 
or four-room apartment, giving her an idea of tho spending 
limit wo had in mind. V/e further guaranteed a Job for her 
husband, and until one was found, a weekly allowanoe in 
tho approximate amount of any salary ho could expeot to earn 
at tint time. This was in tho summor of 1941, and while Jobs 
were plentiful, thoro was in this oase the handloap of a 
lapso of time in his employment that might have to be ex¬ 
plained and might prove to be a deterring faotor. A prom¬ 
ise from hor to help, taking full or part-time employment, 
completed tho arrangements. The wife informed ma two days 

after, that she had rented an apartment at $40 per month 
and that the process of furnishing had begun, well within 
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tho limit of our indicated allowanoo. 

In about ton days* J. returnod to a homo* 

A.S. and I had a brotherly 














hotter 






















than any he had ever livod in. 

Ha immediately found work, has held the posl- 












talk with J. 














ticn for ovor four years, with average wookly take-home 

Tho daugfrtor now holda a responsible 

She belongs to some 






















* 




$40. 




wages of over <» 

position, earning a similar amount, 
young people's group 3 , also a Junior lodge, and follows 

orthwhlle oultural purouits. 
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I humbly state this to bo another oase that could 




not rcooivo bettor oaro and guidanoo at the hands of a 

I an also pleaaod to think 










large welfare organization, 
that a oomparativoly small sum was usod, but great patienoe 






















ar.2. a sincere wish to serve havo brought poaco of mind to 
a family, and have caved the state and our oity many thou- 


























sands of dollars. 










I oould relato many other unique experiences in 

Social servioo 










wide field of human spiritual upheaval. 










in a big city la of necessity and for all practical purposes 

Ky work wae that of the general practitioner 


















opocialisod* 


■ • 








and touched all phases of life, one incident leading to 

It was even non-sectarian, despite the faot that 

A3 in the case of 






anot ho r. 

my social life was 99 per cent Jewish, 
my father’a father, cone of my Christian friends felt that 
I could succeed where priest and minister had failed. 
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of 


one inotanco, tho son of a Cathollo friend, a young 

• | 

thirty, with wife and four ohlldren, had, under pressure 
and worry duo to illness in his homo, diverted monoy he had 
collcctod while ho was in tho employ of a large Insurance 

The friend came to 








































company, writing industrial inaaranoa. 
mo first for the oolutioa and then sent the son to oonfea- 








i 












oion and absolution of sin to his prie3t. An adjustment 
was na&o with the bonding company. My friend and his 
daughter, incldo of two ycara, reimbursed me for my outlay 

in tho matter. 
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Hero is another matter in whioh I, the Jow, was 
sought as advisor by a Cathollo young man, at tho beginning 
of an ensuing drama, and egain by tho Prote-tant girl, 25 
yoars after, when ahe waa hi3 wifo and the mother of two 
grown children. 
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L^r young friend had askod me to go with him to 
vi 3 it the girl and her family, to look thorn over and help 
him in hlc weighty dcoision. I tried my best to keep out 
of this delicate matter. I was not yet married and did not 
think that I was qualified to givo moro than general advice. 
Ilfferencoa in religion, nationality, temperamont and breed 
lag, together with other disturbing symptoms, should have 
been enough to dissuade him from taking the step. I spoke 
frankly in the matter, but of no avail. 

After thoir marriage, I continued to see the 
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l 


with my fsally ana friends that are praotioed by sane and - 

I satisfied my appetite for muoio, theater. 












normal people. 

reasonable gambling suoh as is done in roopootable 






bat tho wife very rarely. Twenty- 


hu.3"baai aw and thon» 
five years after, whoa they had ooparatod, she came to me 






oven 










« 


I played bridge at ten cents a hundrod, pinochle 

at five oonts a hundred, went to basoball games with my 

son and grandsons, but was nover a "fan." 
football game and only tho one, unforgettable prize-fight. 

Horse races, I only attonded in Paris, more in searoh of 

fashion oluos than to satisfy any gambling lnstinot. 

I was interested in poll- 




oooiety. 


She named 


tho advioo of he r fsmily. 








to discuss divoroo. 






-rospondent, a widow, enjoying a good reputation in 

to be married in the next 


as co 

tho community, whoso daughter was 

The wife was torn between a feeling for revenge on 


I nover saw a 


I 




4 


4* 














♦ I 


u o cis« 






and that of compassion for the d&ughtor, who 
innoooat viotia of oiroumotanoos evolving from 

consulting with me, sho decided .o stay 

Uy advice to her 




hor rival, 
would bo tho 


I had 














tine for duty and social oalls. 
tics but nover aotive in them beyond the stage of debate 










X ‘ 










Af tor 


n i 


a s o an dal. 


















fop tho tiiao "boinge 




lcsal proceedings 










and voting. 
















: “Keep tho door open." 

Several years after, during hor husband's last 

The husband died. 








was: 


With the 


Tho day for retirement seemed far off. 
advent cf World War II, business booame very active and I 


























tfcoro was a reconciliation. 

the funoral services, ooming up tho 




illnoso, 

At the conclusion of 


relapsed to natural form in my application to the task, 

forgetting that I had lived throe-sooro-plus years. 

Haturo ga 7 e warnings, but like moot people, I refused to 

I thought two weeks in ltaine and 12 day8 at 

On Deoember 27, 1943, 








i 






In 1943 


the wife stopped at the pow in which 
and uttered between sobs: "'Keep tho door 


aisle in the chapel, 
I w&3 standing* 

.. thanksl 


















heed them. 

Lakewood, would repair all. 


4 




open.' 




My error. 


long my forvont hopo that I would bo in a 

time when my physloal 

to devote myeelf to sooial 
The 1930 deoade delayed the realize- 




It was 


in the early morning, I suffered a severe coronary attaok. 

Rest in bed, 






position to retire from bust no ss at a 
strength would still permit me 

sorvico, exclusively, 
tion of that dream. 




This recurred several times through January. 












medical and nursing care, brought me baok to slow-motlon 

At the end of the summer, tho family di- 








life in l!ay 1944. 






vulgcd the result of a months-old oonspiraoy, demoting mo 

My offioial date of re- 




I am glad to think that my work and business 
suffered under tho demands on my time by these extra aotivi- 

In fact I had onough leisure time to do tho things 


novor 


from the position of breadwinner, 
tlrement is December 31, 1944. 
















ties. 
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in RETIKEiHIT 




CHAPTER XXXI: 


















Tilts atop from a life as active as mine to one of 








I coy "extreme ro- 




extreme retirement is not a light one. 






tircncat," quito different from that one dreams of and 


! < * 








- the time one can lay down 


plans in day3 of good health 








It is regrettable that 




tho reins and relay responsibility. 






in tho raco of life, so much is put off to that day whon —. 








Very few people in tho Unit oil States know how 










A phycioal 


and v/kon to bow out of the arona graoofully. 










at least a deteriorating degree of efficiency. 




breakdown, or 






y.’hon wo 


becomes the deoiding faotor in most instanoee. 










have th© price and tho health* wo haven* t tha tl&o* and 








v,ksn we have the timo, ono or both of the above-named es- 








sontials arc missing. 


I have met so many men who oomplain about tho 


monotony and purposelessness of their retired state. 


Some 


claim that in their lack of diversion, they have developed 


I am happy,,to say that in my period 


all sorts of ailments. 


f transition, I never experienced these fears and disturb- 






It all rooult 3 from the individual viewpoint of 


ancos. 


Life and Nature supply us with a multi- 


life and old age. 


tudo of things that are within the reach of even those of 


very modest moans, but so many of us pass them unnotioed. 
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Son© of my fcziily and the doctor* wore oonoenxed 




i 








about finding a hobby of soma kind for mo, and even thought 

I am sure that they are 






M 




of picturo-puzzlos and the like, 
rejololng with mo in the fact that I have not a lonely mo 
meat, in foot, not enough time to follow, at necessarily 
reduced tempo, tho many lnteroatfc presented by a world 
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Mi 
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Mi 


Then the ro is the en¬ 


try lng to return to a steady keel. 

^oymont and stimulation brought to us by the mlr&olea of 




\ I I 
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i' 


modern inventions, ospooially tho radio. 

Ono of tho regrets that I have is the postpone¬ 
ment of oertain reading for which I never found the nooea 
sary calm and leisure. The good memory exhibited in muoh 
of the detail related in preceding ohaptora, is now, alas, 
on the wane. I read, I am thrilled, but annoyed whon after 
a short timo, most of it is forgotten. I am grateful, how- 
evor, to bo posseoood of a sense of discovery of muoh that 
is interesting and often gripping, that one passes by in 
the rush of business or professional life. 

Another regret for a mattor left undone, but not 

A 

a very serious ono, is that of keoping a diary. This was 
perhaps another blessing in disguise. After showing in 
this story what a heap of trifling dotails oan pile up In 
ono good memory, I dread to think pf the blockade on the 
road of thought that might ensue from an accumulation of 
recorded oxpericncca as preserved in a diary. 
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A diary has value aa oa ezaot reoord of oft dis¬ 
pute a faot 3 surrounding a usually not ovo 

One of my friends, who in his diary makes reoord of 

the wcathor day by day, takes great pride in disproving 
such momentous statomonts as that of the regular heat wave 

that cornss with tho Toy of Atonement, 
diary, I might not have had the urge to write these memoirs, 
— end what a lot of fun I would have missed not having 
this veiy legitimate excuse for talking about mysolf to 








important ooour- 








rones. 
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If I had kept a 












my heart’s contentl 






hile retired from the porformanoe of aotive 




WT 


*• 




executive work, ho who oan march along in the step of ever- 










changing trond and custom, and in the light of a now view¬ 
point, can yot contribute his mito to that moat powerful of 

The world oan still 








abstract forces, nomoly publio opinion. 

* 

loam something from tho woll-ooasoned, progressive, opon 
mind of him that has survived the torrents of troubled wa¬ 
ters of tho past and is now watching the rolling stream of 


iifo from staid, shores. 

At all times let us remember how wrong were those 






gloomy prophot 3 of every generation, predicting the doom 

Lot us old ones realize 


of tho reokleca succeeding one. 
that wo have llvod our lives, end lot us placo oonfidenos 
in our successors who will not do any worse than we did. 
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FAITH ETERHAL, DESPITE MIGHT-HAVE-BEE US 




CHAPTER XXXII: 








































Tho socond 3 , minutes, hours and days, 

The v/cck, tho month, tho year, 
yako up Tlmo’a stream and waterways 

That take their courso arrear. 

Into the Ocean of the Past 
That holds tho Joys and tears 
Of generations old and vast. 

Their dood 3 , thoir hopo3, their fears. 

Each geoond, too, a molecule 
Of endless tire to como. 

That flows through heaven’s vestibule 

To the Mi11oalum. 

Each kindly thought that we oonoeive 
God ’3 Spirit is, and Broath. 

Eaoh human act that wo achieve 
Defeats tho lurking Doath. 

The Future, Present,and the Past 

Arc ono in verity; 

The Good we do will link ua fast 

Unto Posterity. 
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Without wlolling to live in the past, reminisoonoes 

To relive happy hours or 














oan be a vory pleasant pastime. 

olimaotlo ouocossos won against odds after months 


























to review 














of wear7 labor, through doubts and obstaoleB, is 

The ohronio pessimist or 


; I 








or years 

stimulating, even rejuvenating. 

lovea to bo miserable and have oompany, can readily 
















t 




























he who 


















“might have been" in his life to feed his own 

It is sad to soe so many of this 








find onough 










peculiar# morbid craving* 

refuse to find Joy and hope In the sunset, and 




















type, who 
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for whoa thoro is no twilight or serenity. 

consider mysolf moat fortunate to have through 

tho year a cultivated an optimism that boos a silver lining 

Every life haB lta Borrows. 

a now one opens, and happy ia 










the d a rice a t cloud. 


in even 






For ever/ door that clocos, 

jTaith and trust ia the good purpose of the Universe. 






he who has 










• 4 I 


Inadoq.uato are words and ponj 

I wish somehow I could 

In sons or vorse# now and osain. 

Proclaim that life is good. 
















I an grateful for a sustaining sense of humor 




that helps to mitigate tho fooling of disgust and outrage 

3 onotiaos experionoo by the evor-proaont hypoorlsios and 

of humor often proves to he the most 


• . 












A sonso 


c oznplao ono i c a • 

effective antidote against a case of righteous indignation 




from viiich no ono with an iota of understanding of Justice 


can esoaps. 


often hoar tho romark “If I had to live 


V.'o so 


ilost people, under the sane oiroumatanoee. 

The fowest of us profit 

The fataliot oontends that all is 






lifo over again 




• • # 






would probably not in tho samo way. 










much by past experience. 


tho astrologist bcliovcs in tho planned life 

As I roview ny past, I have few regrota 


predestined; 

guided by tho stars, 
and. I acoopt responsibility for all my mistakos. 








I tried 




to follow the dictate 3 of my own heart, but liio over/ nor- 

influoncod sometimes* to 




nal human, permitted myself to bo 




• • 






I 
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► 


follow tho wrong trend. 

ralle tho slogan “nothing risked, nothing gained," 

nevertheless. 
















sounded roaaonabla to no, I waa not a gambler. 

I could not withstand the temptation in tho pro-1929 days. 

The atmosphere then 










*! I 








also to mako a little "easy money.“ 
ms saturated with a spirit of speculation, and like a 


. 1 








oon- 






infeoted even tho most conservative. 

I lnveotod surplus fundo in Class A bonds 


Be- . 


tagion, the germ 


* 4 










fore those days, 

only and preached cgalnst margin and instalment buying oi 




|i ! 














2hs customers 1 men of throe Stock Uxoh 0 x 130 bro- 








any kinds 




?« * 






lunch table convor3ationo f business friends. 




kerego houcos, 

coon mado you foal llko a cowardly Sohlomlel if you Btayod 






















of the fateful experiences of 






Khcn I think, however, 






out# 

tho cupox>-conservative 3 who bought guarantood nort£a303, 

tho many oautiou 3 Investors ia real estate, I am oonvincod 
that only oash under tho mattress or in the savings bank 

ilany of that generation aro still hero. 












































and in 




was oecu ro • 












listened to the critioisa of tho new ona which 






tho pact, havo 

could not understand how it could have been lured into tho 












But 030 them at this tine, both tho old and the now. 

The ingrodiento of that oalami- 




t rap. 

repeating the sane folly, 
tons situation aro again with us, and liko drunkards wi.h 






































t 


will they overindulge and come out of it with 








alcohol, eo 




















th© oaiL3 hoadacho# 












I have, in an earlier chapter, mentioned errors 
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changing a joaltlon. anl latar on .ntorlna 

that least appealed to mo. 

hut alwayo paid one 


of Judgement in 

tho bud no so 
finanoial sucooc3. 


made a big 


I novor 

hundred, conta on 
If I had it to do 

oubj oot to 
but ratho r a 




rpofl. reputation. 

X y/onld not ontor a 


dollar and built up 
over again* 

.him ana .enthor, «lth ami ana Vaay neaaona. 

throughout year 

ono doaling 






stylo buoinooa* 




by virtue of daily oon- 




llns that goc3 


in staple materials 


ouch ao foods, or 

other basic artioloa. 


cumption# 


like metals and 


froe United States* 

% 

folt that a smaller 
strain* but when I 


would again oome to these 




I have at tinoo 


end live in He* Yorh. 
city might have offered nor 




with loss 

cosmopolitan oontor against 






advant age 3 of this 


weigh the 

tho offerings 

horo not to be 


that there is muoh 


I concludo 


of other plaoea. 


uo for the 


fauna elnenho ro to rooooponoo 

huntllng astropolio. 


of tho crowded* 
Ono thing that 


inoonvoniencc a 


I would not do again, is to oooh 




oven when it is 
It la important to hear 


and follow it. 


-amount of advico 

Judgement and taste. 


tho over 




inct my own 

the honest 
important for us 

advisers are 


SC" 


, but it is more 
strongth and ability. 


viewpoint of qualified- advleera 


Sin- 


to know our cwn 
hard to Xlad 


and thoy fro quontly undo r- 

This 




core 

estimate tho 
applies especially 
their sons or younger 


sooka their oounsol. 

who forget that 


makeup of him who 


close relatives 


Then there 


brothers have grown up. 






since it means nothing 


aro those who give slipshod advioo. 




end unfair, is oounsol from some 


Just ao dangerous 


to them. 


who is boforohand fearful of ao- 




"dear" uncle or relative. 




lay himself open to a possible fu- 




cunlng responsibility or 




two proverbs; first* "Advioe is 


! 


There are 


ture "touch." 


! 


"Gutor Bat ist teuer" (Good advioe 


cheap," end the second, 


l 


ia doar (raro). They sound paradoxioal, yet both truly ap 


• 4 * 












ply, a3 the case may be. 


i.?' 




groat rogrot, that of underestimating 




I havo ono 






i 




Somehow, with a roduotion 


tho value of poriodio vacationo. 




, the vacation has boon emphasized and in- 


of worhing hours 


from eight to six, Saturdays 


Whon the wor'eday was 


creased. 


The average 


short pnd spasmodic. 


to five# vacations wero 


then his employees, anl his day 


eaployor farod even worse 


before eight and lasted after six. 


often startod 


I an very gratsful for a disposition that did not 


cnothor his success or good fortune. 


permit ne to begrudge 


I parted with business asaooiatos 




Viith one or two oxcoptiono. 






Aa time wont on, oomo 


c:id on^loyees on tho boot of tons# 




even oloser to no, after they had experiences 


of them grow 


go-getters" that want to get 




v/ith tho general run of the 


it first, end all. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII* LIFE'S GREATE3T REWARD 




















Con- 


Oar soolal cirolo all rink a as we go along, 
temporaries, alas# ono by ona, go to thoir laot ro.. ard, or 
physical condition limits personal oontaot with than. 
The telephone, aftsr all, is a great blessing and heooraoa, 
in a measure, a good substitute for paroonal visiting. 

most valuable assets in our old ago aro health and family. 
Great cuterial possessions, tho things that aro lookod upon 
by the world as the moot covotod of ohattols, mean nothing 

tho firao of the family hoarth burn low or worse yot. 


















* 






' ill 




our 
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Our 




* 






wh cn 




have gone out. 






I am rich oa Croesus in the love and devoted oo- 




operation of ny soulaato who basks with mo in tho sinshine 
and warmth emanating from our children and grandchildren, 
each ono by virtue of hie lovo, character, and high aspira¬ 
tion, bespeaking the success of our own united lifo. 

marched hand in hand for almost half a oentury through 

Joy and sorrow, eicknosa and hoalth. 




hav e 


What can a non of sixty-eight 

Say to his lovely wife. 

In fitting toms to dedicate 

To years of happy life... 

mortal is no cnooth of tongue. 

The story to relatej 

ITo singer's song v/as ovo? sung 

To graco ouch blissful stato. 

As sunshine lights and heals and warms, 
Dispersing gloom and fear. 

So do your presonco and your charms 
Bring comfort, hope and cheer. 


IJO 
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In days when Fa to would strike its rod. 

As in all mankind's duo. 

Resigned to tho Will of God, 

You said: "ITaroh on and doJ" 

4 

I’o ono has bettor understood 
lod by true instinct's guido. 

The liable, Sacrifioial, Good, 

To spread them far and wide. 

Another milestone cn tho way. 

With pointing arrowhead, 
hot marking space, but Ju 3 t to oay: 

"Go forth, good road ahead." 

* 57*11 Tp * 4 J T I Jn j —*■< * ‘jJ. a t jhj&l j*-TH 

And may tho road bo long and straight 

And free iron pain cad ill. 

As wo, together, all the Eight 
Hareh on, with God's Good will. 

This was v/rlttca on Soptomber 29, 1942; at this 

writing, we are Nino. 
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Only one In sallliono among daughters has tho 






oapa- 










city for Ihe love, loyalty and devotion that is brought 
by our own. 
















In her threo sons, most promising as future 
champions of Justice and demooraoy, defenders of Jewish righto 

ana proponents of world freedom, I see the orowning suooess 
of my lifo. 


























•Jnlllco the usual ran of eiro3 # I wn 3 novor over- 
















conoomod about the bequest of material things that I might 
make to my children or their children. 


















I 






The mistaken idea 








to prepare a path of life for our offspring, that is free 
of tho ruts and hazards of that which was 
harm and ruin in many cases. 




























our own, has wrought 




















There soems to be littlo cor¬ 
rection of this delusion and tho sad heartbreaks 
























!J 




oaused by 


r 






« 














i 








r 










. 
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conduct of pampered oona and daughters oontixrue 


wi 


that would follow in my oxaot footsteps, but wao always 
oonsoiouc of the effect of examplo. Without bolittling 
importance of material pocoessiona, I believe wo brought 
the spiritual values to the foous in tho picture of life 
success. I have in many ways referred to inoidents that 
bespeak the satisfying results of this praotioe in tho 


careers of our daughter and our son. 


ins 


crowning reward for my offorta in t 
non. Edmond, Jr., came to me in tho 


brlng- 


bound volume, containing tho lcttora 


the 


Cornell 


through 


wan in hi 3 Freshman year at medical school. Another prooloua 

keepsake is the following cannot written to me on my eixtioth 
birthday. I cay, without fear of betraying immodesty, "It 


kno 


own father." 


Pear man, belox'od father, thlc la not 
A day of dedication, but a day 
Of Joy in recollection, full of hope 
Which you must take from all good things 
And not forgotten; thlo lo the day which 
Await or dread, or cleo rejoice within. 


not passed 
you 


There was a boy, eoarco seventeen, who turned 
Hie back upon a scone too dear to leave 
Too stagnant for his life or his dosiro. 


A Jew of Trench doccont, too mild, too fine 
To crush himself boneath tho Juggernaut 
Of hates, not his, or spirit not his own. 
Boforc his oyea, this lad oould nee a life 
i'oro full than any life at koeping store 
For peasants, caught between tho stones whi 
Th8 bloody destiny of Europe’s Wost. 


ground 









Unto tho glooming city, came thlslad „ 

*'«“ 110M - Oh. toll mo. Hamory dlvlno. 

la tlno too ions. la JMly Ilf? ♦»? “X 1 
That wo do know so little of the live 

Of those wo dearly love? 

God’s oyc can see 

. uttio wirl of eight, all ourlouo 
children arc, upon the iron stop 
Of that old ctalr-ononpe. noont more for oaf 

Delivery from holocaust. than for 


XOU UlAVAVvV* V ----- 

Some men from far off lands. ^ ^ 

^njoy tho Joko of naklns "Dutoy 
nS kn before his firm’s head 


boor 


vn<«tTca-loving lad berate a iooxi 
.^SJSh gSK. bocanao he beat hla horse 


»ich mono than It could atona;^ #1((# the toy 
tho kept tho Soya, ron crrando.oarriodb^or 

ini enlnett tut three croon bill, for nooily p 


X 5SJe4V»tttoe.7*SS» Mil. for 

i noS nho olavod, while turnlns from a dream 
Unto another vision, workod to oee 
A home, a wife, none wishes, oomo defeat. 

God sacs a worker selling caps to keep 
a ’hn’hv’” ccr3 from grov/ing teddy-bear, 
or l-dy ’*3 hats, or tinsels, bonds and silks, 

S^SlSod io'ntrtvo for lt 

.•®J c-w the bosis of suoooss pass out 
bf h"nc ; , rod thoueht himself a fallnro. thon|h 

eJ ££vf rom whcnSo ho oamo, end what hla life 

E3.fi. bocu# * * * 

Somewhere beyond a world of cash 
And bonds end Socks and bills and ohe.ska and .tut 
* ho^ven in. wherein the gold is love, 
tod ihoro tho Oliver coin, arc coodnoeo and 
r V c330 t8 cervioc; righteousness is c..sh. 

•Clerk records the act of ploying "con" 

Jo cn*cld man, whose cons aro gone aray, 

,„„i 4-r, tor depth, sens immortality, . 

sln.^hopo. f °Tho younger follow stay, end chats 
tod comforts, alio and ease, all thopclna 











• • 






God oooo a man 

Follo'Tin v a propbot, Going good as boat 
Ho oan, but homing tight, a groat oloan faith 
/-ainat all sneers, with prlflo and doocnoy. 

' Mo faith unto hi a kin. 

Its dcmanlo, its powor. 




Hi coos hin pass 
Touching hie children, 

Ita loro, ideals, its hopes and holy rltos. 

God sees this man givo mora than io required 
To aid the folk loss fortunate tnan ho. 

Eo sees a happy portal in the nljst 
Of hia one Gonghtor'o brood, at homo with .._xO 

Ho sees him givo inspiration 

clonoh one 1 3 fists# toaro rill 

ono 1 a eyoo# 

As wo do swear, "Wo^oan, wo will# wo nraat." 




no 






. 


ind Eon# 

That metises ono 


• ♦ 




his fortune woakon, sees 


The man now seos 
Ills body show the signs of ago and wear, 

re s^cb his son, .last waver on the road 
And. wonders, “will he stand tho gaff of li£°? 

Ho turns and tcllo him3Qlf that# all In ail# 
Suoooos was nevor hio, nor E'er con be. 


Tho old Clerk, kind, before hio golden book, 

ITovr srJ.los at this moat oarthly bittornoss; 

Hio figures chow a bottor book ccoount — 

Hio dr : iia poiut 3 the other way. ho finds 
The firm has kept tho faith and ployed the game? 
Has helped ito follows, never 1( > 3 lr:g eight 
Of justice, service, honeoty end right; 

Han rears a ito children, trained to oarry on 
ma business fair of living righ-ccusly. 

Of praising God, of walking on with Urn. 

Ho 'strikes a balanoe trial, and he is pleased. 




Oh, Father, Join the celebration fine 

Of years, coins long, some short, some baa, 

eomo good. 

Of years through which you over stood 
For what you thought wen right or doomod divine. 

If you would coo what real success was thino. 

But greet those friends, recall these works 

whioh would 

thy virtues greatly understood. 

mortals folio?/ God's design, 
sty years of life, cf'ino, proioo tho Lor^ 

For hone, for iiother, ohildron, praise thou Hel 
For yours is Light, and naught la lost or gone. 

This is tho tine that Fates few mon afford. 

Achieving life and immortality 

Our love is deep and wo shall oarry onl 

April 23, 1934 


Well chow 


In virtue. 


For 




i 




















oholos of a profession 
thrllla and doolsions that 


very happy in his 




v;e woro 






and lived with him through the 

probations, eradnatlono. Intorneahlpo and 


‘ 


I 








aocompany tho 

Keoidenoics oonnooted with his 

paring thooa da/o. I trlod to Imagine tho thrill 








vocation and it8 oxtenolve 




t 












training. 

I would foel seeing my son 




riding along on an ambulance, 

flrot-ald to a poor victim. Mr dream wee never real- 

Ohioago hospital* 








* 


i 


giving 

lzod bocause he interned in a 


I still 

hearing that he was allowed 
and that he assisted at 


: 






feel the pride that was mine on 

perform his first appondcotomy, 

brqln operations, eto.. 

The news of his 




. 1 




* • 


to 








oto. 




. I 




eloction to Alpha Omega Alpha 

it rated a long distanoo 












: 


first only impressed us booauoo 

call from Chicago, 
cor at Bellevue 
olooted to this honor in 


i 


When wo wore told by a friend, a profes- 












Hodical School, that ho, too, had Just been 

recognition of his publication of 






l 








I 


I • 






felt tho full meaning of this 
drafted to lntemoshlp at his own 

at graduation, and again 

letters, naming him as 




several medioal books, wc 

V*hen ho v/aa 








distinction, 
training hospital, when hio Loan, 












* 












one 


4 




several of hia teachers, wrote 
of the flwt graduates 

richly rowarded for our 




I 








of their school, we felt that we 








Investment of money, thought 




wore 






and guiding care. 






i 


In his chosen field and 


Y/o inow that he is happy 
IB looking forward to serving humanity after his release 




i 
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become a wealthy doctor 

moat conscientious way* 


Ho may never 


¥ 


froa army corvico* 










vlll sorvo mankind in a 

with hia lovely young wife# he will found a home, 

that together with that of hi8 


hut ho 

together 

and, lot ua hope, 

aister, will he tho 

to tho littlo girl that oame 








a family. 






height of attainment and the glory of 

over tho fire-escape 






< 






CMC 0033 
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greenhorn" of 1801. 




and tho 


♦ 
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FHOM THESE TO HERE AND EVER 










wandered from the foothills of the Vosges l£oun- 


Thus I havo 








tains to the caorod soil of our beloved America, sheltered 

hy tho good Spirits of on immortal ancostry, and over under _ 

and guidance of the One and Divine Father, 














I 


tho protecting care 

approaohing the heights from whero I hope to see the 


I am 




May I he Judged and not found wanting in the 
and ho permitted to enter it, there to Join the 


Promised Lend. 




. 


balance. 

Infinite Spirit that is life siprome and unending. 














•l 
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Yet Love will droan, and Faith will trust, 
(Sinoo Ho who knows our noed is just) 

That somehow, somewhere, meet we must. 

Alas for him who never soos 

The stars shine through his cypress treesl 

Who, honclecs, lay3 his dead away, 

For looks to oeo the hrooting cay 

tho mournful marbles playt 
















' f . 
















Across . . - ... 

Who hath not learned, in hours of faith, 

A hc truth to flesh and sense unknown 

That Xifo is evor lord of Doath, 

And Love can never looo its own. 

_ John Greenleaf Whittier 
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Sunset and evening star. 

And one clear call for me. 

And may there ho no moaning of tho bar. 

When I put out to soa. 

But such a tide as moving ceons asleep. 

Too full for sound and form, 

When that which draw from out the boundless deep 

Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening boll. 

And after that the darkt 
And may thoro be no sadness of farewell, 

When I embark; 

For tho' from out our bourne of time and plaoe 
The flood may bear mo far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed tho bar. 

Tennyson 
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